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First Im p re ss io n : Those fifties guys

n a grand finale to Alumni Weekend, this Class of ’52 barbershop quartet took the
stage Saturday evening to entertain classmates. Quartet members included (from left)
Bill McGraw, Doug Black, Roscoe Swartz, and Jim Hughes. During the performance, a
class member stood to ask if anyone else used a stand-in (a friend who could sing,
standing behind you) to serenade the co-ed he pinned. When many men admitted they
had done just that, an impromptu serenade was staged with all the women who had
been pinned and their partners singing to them — in front of 175 gathered friends.
With piano accompaniment, the serenades left few dry eyes.
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Faculty emeriti: Jobless, yet not idle
ummer is a prime time for daydreaming about retirement. With the weather
cooperating, we crave time — more time for the outdoors, more time to
travel, more time to sit on the porch and lose ourselves in good books.
That’s where I found David Moldstad (English, emeritus) one steamy June
afternoon when I arrived at his house with a magazine proof. Moldstad and his
wife, Marty (visiting professor of English), both retired for eleven years, are
T a k in g
the picture of an engaged yet relaxed post-career life. When not traveling
N ote
to exotic locales, the Moldstads walk miles around town, attend College
cultural events, and enjoy visits with friends and family.
Similarly, Vivian Holliday (classical studies and history), in her third year of
retirement, is at work on a short story collection, an “experiment” after decades
of academic writing. On Saturdays she walks a mile or so into town to shop the
local farmers’ market. Roy Haynes (chemistry), emeritus since 1999, rides his
bike, sailboards, edits scientific manuscripts, and pursues some research.
I am grateful to David, Vivian, and Roy — and not only because they
agreed, without hesitation, to write tributes to three colleagues who retired this
spring. More importantly, they offer inspiration. Still active and intellectually
curious, they bring a perspective free of the minutiae that we fret about at work.
For those of us in the nine-to-five grind, working with such calm, positive
people is as refreshing as, say, an afternoon on the back porch.
— Lisa Watts

S

Relating to fam ily issue

four godchildren (including the son of Jeff
I really like the changes that have
Gilbert ’85), numerous friends, and most
occurred in Wooster. It seems that each issue
importantly, a wonderful marriage, we
is more interesting, readable, and relevant
decided to not do anything. We never rode
than the one before. I never used to read the
the IVF roller coaster, nor did we adopt,
articles because they were so lengthy and
despite advice of others to do both.
For those couples who struggle with
irrelevant to my life. Now I feel like I can
infertility, there is a third choice not dis
truly relate to the contents. The spring issue
cussed in the magazine: create an extended
on family was enjoyable to read from cover
to cover.
family with those around you
I would like to let Beth Mabel
Got friends?
and become a special part of
Fraser ’85 (“Waiting for a Child,”
their life. We often find that our
For a future Wooster
Spring 2002) know that I too
nieces and nephews, godchil
magazine project on
went through six years of infer
friendship, please send dren, and even friends’ children
tility treatments and can certain
us notes about special will happily share their thoughts
ly empathize with her struggle.
Wooster ties that you and ideas with us. Moreover,
We were lucky enough to be
or someone you know because we are not exhausted
blessed with a healthy son who
from raising our own children,
maintains.
was born after a successful in
others’ children often receive
E-mail them to
vitro procedure. The comments
lwatts@wooster.edu or more attention from us. Like
that are often made by wellgrandparents, we get most of the
mail them to the
meaning people can be hurtful
fun and little of the work.
address in the box
and frustrating to someone who
Maria’s godparents were never
at right.
is struggling to get pregnant. It is
blessed with children, but Maria
truly a situation that a person cannot
was as close as a daughter could be to them,
understand unless they have experienced it.
celebrating holidays and other special occa
Good luck to her and her husband.
sions with them each year (including
Lisa Diment Panepento ’87
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day). I think oth
Wooster, Ohio
ers should consider this alternative to infer
tility issues. We feel very blessed to have cre
Deciding to adopt a child or seek medical
ated such a wonderful extended family with
assistance with infertility isn’t easy. My wife,
the children already in our life.
Maria, and I cannot have children and had
Charles Ryan ’86
to decide what, if anything, we were going to
West Hills, New York
do about it. Blessed with wonderful families,
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A w riting life
Thank you for the excellent article
(Family History, Winter 2002) regarding the
Voice staff and our difficulties during 195152. Maren Miller’s fine summary brought
back so many memories. Howie King ’52
was a fine assistant editor and became an
excellent editor-in-chief in the spring shift.
Writing has indeed been my life’s
choice, whether in teaching or in working
in the New York Department of Social
Services as a policy writer and newsletter
editor, or in writing for the ’52 class notes,
or in my spare time writing poetry and
autobiographical chapters. With major
changes affecting my life, including declin
ing health and the move from my thirtyfour-year home in New York to Meredith,
New Hampshire, to be near my dentist son,
I am committed to writing the story of my
life for my three children and my new
grandchild.
Again, my deep appreciation for the
article, reminding me of a time that was
both challenging and filled with many gift
ed, supportive friends, including students
and faculty.
Jean Snyder Felt ’52
Meredith, New Hampshire

Summertime, and the livin’ is busy
ummertime at Wooster conjures up in the minds of many people the
opening line of Garrison Keillor’s “Prairie Home Companion” mono
logue, “It was a quiet week in Lake Wobegon.” It is a common misconcep
tion that life on a college campus like Wooster’s is all peace and
F rom
quiet in the summer. My colleagues and I have to laugh when wellG a l p in meaning friends say, “Now that summer is here, you can probably
H all
take it easy until September.”
Summer at Wooster is, in fact, a period of robust activity. A poster
mounted at the entrance to Lowry Center in early June listed the remarkable
number of programs and activities taking place on campus this year
between Commencement and the start of classes in August. A sampling of
the offerings, in addition to eight summer courses, includes:
• Power of the Pen writing competition involving 750 middle-school stu
dents from Ohio, along with their parents and teachers;
• Synod of the Covenant School, Presbyterian families from the Midwest;
• Ohio Light Opera, 68 shows performed by more than 100 actors and musi
cians over eight weeks with audiences totaling more than 25,000;
• B-WISER, science enrichment camp for 100 seventh-grade girls;
• AP Workshops, for 50 high school Advanced Placement teachers;
• Applied Mathematics Research Experience program, in which Wooster stu
dents solve research problems under contract with local industries;
• College of Wooster Music Camp, one week for 450 campers;
• College of Wooster Sports Camps, eight weeks for more than 3,400 youth.
Wooster is proud to attract so many different summer programs. Through
these activities, the College introduces itself to a wide variety of new audi
ences, makes effective use of its facilities, and keeps most of its hourly staff
employed over the summer. They are not quiet weeks, but we’ll take them.
— President R. Stanton Hales

S

Difficult choices
Ms. Rust-Tierney’s arguments against
the death penalty (“Toward a More
Perfect Democracy,” Winter 2002) raise
time-tested empathy. However, they fail
society on a number of counts.
Many of the arguments for the death
penalty may seem crass, but they are
based in reality. The prison system itself is
overcrowded. Does this mean that hard
ened criminals should be turned back into
society to alleviate crowding?
For the tougher question: Given that
there are fixed resources for warehousing
criminals of lesser crimes, do we take
resources from worthy public programs

W hat do you think?
We welcome your thoughts on
the magazine’s contents. Send letters
to Lisa Watts, Editor, Wooster, Ebert
Art Center, The College of Wooster,
1189 Beall Ave., Wooster, OH 44691;
or e-mail to lwattsdPwooster.edu.
Letters may be edited for clarity and
length. Include a phone number for
verification.
Summer 2002

such as low-income and senior housing
to warehouse convicted murderers?
It costs the government about $30,000
a year to confine a murderer. To lay it on
the line, I have yet to hear of anyone from
the ACLU or the general public who is
willing to step up and write an annual
check for that amount to pay the cost for
just one warehoused murderer.
I would rather see my tax dollars go
to help some orphaned child, or a lowincome single mom who is struggling to
raise a child, or to assist some student
rise from adversity to go on to college.
One could reach to the Old
Testament, “eye for an eye and tooth for
a tooth,” but that would just bring forth
counter messages of the New Testament.
The real message is choices, difficult
ones, ones that involve reality.
That due process has failed the judi
cial system in many cases is without
argument. Rather than attacking the
death penalty, why not attack a judicial
system that is not always thorough,
equal, and impartial.
Jarvis Ross ’52
San Diego, California

Thanks for the m em ories
Imagine our surprise when we reached
page 60 of the Winter 2002 Wooster to see a
picture of ourselves and our friends
Carolyn (better known to her friends as
“Wedgie”) Wedge ’54 and Bruce
McDermott ’54, looking as we did back in
1952! The inclusion of this picture in this
particular issue seemed poignant to us,
because Wedgies obituary appeared in the
same issue. She would have thought that
was a hoot!
For your information, the shoot did
not take place at the Frank Wells drug
store, as you are led to believe in the Index,
but in the basement of Kauke Hall. The
“soda fountain” was a plank set on two
sawhorses. We sat on folding chairs, but
the ice cream was real.
Sue Jacobs Park ’54 and Fran Park ’54
Sun City, Arizona
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Stories from around the Wooster campus and beyond

W ooster has nurtured you well, seniors told
Judge Oliver addresses the
College’s newest alumni
n these uncertain political and economic
times — in which more new graduates
are finding themselves unemployed —
Solomon Oliver Jr. ’69 offered Wooster’s
Class of 2002 some hearty encouragement.
A cold May rain forced the 132nd
Commencement ceremony inside Timken
Gymnasium, where family and friends filled
the bleachers to overflowing.
Oliver, U.S. District Court Judge for the
Northern District of Ohio and a Wooster
Trustee, told the 354 graduating seniors
that the College has prepared them well for
the next step in their journeys.
“That was the goal from the very begin
ning: to provide each of you a nurturing
environment in which to learn and grow so
that you could move beyond these walls to
live challenging and fulfilling lives,” Oliver
said. “The key to living such lives, at least in
part, is to make good use of what you have
learned here.”
He assured the students that they would
follow in the footsteps of so many Wooster
alumni who have gone on to make a differ-

I

"The k ey to living challenging,
fulfilling lives is to m a ke good use
o f w h a t you have learned h ere."
— So l o m o n O liv er J r. ’69
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Andrea Martin ’02
enjoys Wooster’s 132nd
Commencement. She is
holding a packet of
flower seeds, one of
hundreds that seniors
handed to President
Hales in exchange for
their diplomas. The
seniors intended their
unofficial class gift to
symbolize the rise of
grace and hope out of
chaos — a positive
ending to a year that
began with the tragedy
of September 11.
Matt Dilyard photos

ence in the world. “I know, some of you are
thinking ‘but I don’t have a job yet,’ but you
will.”
Skills that the students have learned in
organization, reasoning, analysis, and inde
pendent thinking will serve them well,
whatever they choose to do in their lives,
Oliver added.
“Indeed, the education you have
received here will have a profound effect on
you for the rest of your life,” Oliver said.
“Wooster has prepared you for a lifelong
process of education, most of which will be
outside the classroom, without a syllabus,
clearly defined grades, or course content.
Oliver warned the graduates not to for
get the valuable lessons they learned about
diversity at Wooster — in and out of the
classroom. “Take ownership in your future
living, working, and other environments,”
he said, “to ensure that they are reflective of
the larger society.”
Author Iris Chang, whose writings have
exposed past injustices in the international
community and promoted peace among
peoples of differing races and backgrounds,
was awarded an honorary doctor of
humane letters. Lidia Falcon O’Neill also
received an honorary doctor of humane
letters for her lifelong commitment to edu

cating the general public and promoting a
universal consciousness of social, political,
and economic inequalities. Clark Terry, a
major figure in the history of jazz trumpet
and one of music’s most admired personal
ities, was awarded an honorary doctor of
music.
One day earlier, Rev. James HudnutBeumler ’80 delivered the baccalaureate
address in McGaw Chapel. Dean of
Vanderbilt University’s Divinity School and
a professor of American religious history,
Hudnut-Beumler advised the seniors to
“choose a very large God.” He warned them
of two forms of idolatry in modern times:
trusting too much in the material world
and in the work of your own hands, and
thinking you are following a true God who
is instead an idol.
Urging the graduates to live lives of
commitment beyond the self, HudnutBeumler left them with the words of a great
rabbi: “You did not begin the task, nor is it
yours to finish, neither may you lay it
down.”
Read Solomon Oliver’s full address:
www.wooster.edu/news/OliverText.html.
Read Jim Hudnut-Beumler’s text:
www.wooster.edu/news/baccalaureatetext.html.
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Saying goodbye

A.

Friday after
noon, packing up
my favorite dorm
room proved to be
more difficult than
I anticipated.
M om’s here
working while I
am obviously at a
loss as to what to
do next.

A graduate’s photo journal o f

commencement weekend 2002
Equipping her with a disposable camera, we asked
Maren Miller, our always enthusiastic editorial assistant
these last few years, to document her last weekend on
campus before she became, officially, Maren Miller ’02.

B. After the cars were packed on Friday, I
took my parents to the Oak Grove to explain
how everything would be set up and where
they should sit for graduation. My dad (at
left, with me) was designated to save seats at
8 a.m. Needless to say, we were praying for
the sun that was shining that afternoon.

D. We crammed into the back of a Jeep Cherokee on Saturday evening to
get from Lowry to the Underground for a last night o f dancing. From left:
me, Kristin Walley, Allison Merfeld, and Brook Patten, ’02s, squeezed in
(Elizabeth Keller '02 is there to the left, you just can’t see her) while
Whitney Lacefield ’02 snapped the shot and Kristen Chapin ’02 drove.

C. A solitary bagpiper serenades the dedi
cation of our class tree, planted in front of
Kauke Hall on Saturday afternoon.

r. We knew when we
woke up to cold rain
that we would gradu
ate in the PEC. This
picture, taken by my
sister, Alana, shows
the crush o f family
and friends in the
PEC corridor after the
ceremony.

t. On Sunday, after the baccalaureate service, my
parents held a graduation dinner at Mulligan’s Pub in
Canton, Ohio, my hometown. (Back row, from left)
my sister, Alana; family friends Cindy and Pat
DeMarco; my mom, Jenny Miller; family friend,
Dawn-Michele Harper; my dad, Rick Miller; (front)
my grandparents, Charlotte and Bill Green. The week
end was just as much about my parents and sister as it
was about me — we all went through a lot these four
years. Thanks!

Summer 2002

G*

Despite relentless rain, a
group of diehard grads
made it to the Kauke Arch
for post-graduation photos.
(Back row, from left) James
Foster, Sonia Gustafson,
’02s, Katie Boin ’03, Mary
Nienaber, Kristin Walley,
Whitney Lacefield, ’02s;
(front) Brook Patten, Allison
Merfeld, Robyn Kocher, ’02s.
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Admissions center bent on good first impressions
O
n a sparkling June afternoon — the
kind of day for showing prospective
students the College in its best light —
trustees, staff, and friends gathered with
the family of Stanley C. and Flo Kurtz
Gault, ’48s, to dedicate the Gault
Admissions Center. The two-story brick
building is a gift from the Gault family in
memory of Stan’s late sister, Donna Jeanne
Gault Bauman ’41.
Located at the south end of campus on
the corner of Pine Street and College
Avenue, the new center mixes a residential
feel with elements of neighboring academ
ic buildings. A wood-paneled turret recep
tion area features a bank of windows that
look out on the new pedestrian mall lead
ing north to Kauke Hall. The design and
construction of the 11,812-square-foot
center was a well-coordinated team effort,
Gault says, with architects MacLachlan,
Cornelius, and Filoni, Inc., builder Bogner
Construction Company, and College
administrators.
Gault, a former CEO of Rubbermaid
and Goodyear who has specialized in mar
keting, wanted to support the College’s
efforts to make the best possible first
impression on prospective students and
their families. Gault’s objectives for the
building included that it be a distinctive,
welcoming structure that was also conve
nient for visitors to use and easy to find.
At a luncheon preceding the dedica
tion, a number of administrators and stu
dents thanked the Gault family for the gift
of the center. President R. Stanton Hales
called Gault, former chairman of Wooster’s
Board of Trustees and a generous donor to
the College, “the most remarkable advocate

a college could have.”
Carol Wheatley, admissions director,
called the building a “brick and mortar
demonstration of who we are,” a College
that is “warm and welcoming.”
James Wilson ’63, chairman of the
Board of Trustees, thanked the Gault fami
ly for their “vision, leadership, and devo
tion to Wooster.” Wilson noted that the
Gaults’ involvement with the College will
continue with two younger generations.
The Trustees elected Stephen C. Gault 73
to the board beginning in October. And
Kirsten Bauman, granddaughter of Donna
Jeanne Bauman, joins Wooster this fall as a
member of the Class of 2006.

Flo Kurtz Gault '48 cuts the ribbon to open the admis
sions center as Trustee Chair James Wilson ’63, Stan
Gault '48, and President R. Stanton Hales look on.

A fter restoration, 1907 pennant finds home in new admissions center
"It is a wonderful coincidence of interest," President
Stan Hales says about the 95-year-old pennant hanging
in the new admissions center.
The silk and cotton banner
from the "University of Wooster"
originally belonged to Ross John
Corbett '11, a native of China
and son of a pioneer
Presbyterian missionary. Upon
John Corbett's death in 1936,
the pennant was passed to his daughter, Katherine
Corbett Lowe Benson, registrar at Claremont McKenna
6

College in California from 1957 to 1981. "Katherine held
onto the banner, guarding it for many years, and felt it
was appropriate for it to come back to Wooster," says
Hales. She gave the pennant to Hales in 1990, when he
left Pomona College in Claremont to serve as Wooster's
vice president for academic affairs.
With a gift toward restoration from Trustee Edward
Andrew '61, Hales sought out Kitty McManus Zurko,
director of Wooster's art museum. Because the fabric was
torn and had oxidized over the years, McManus Zurko
hired Jane Hammond, a textile conservator in Cleveland,
who worked on the material for almost a year. Ebert Art

Wooster

O A K

On their nightstands: What Wooster
professors are reading this summer
leeping Where I Fall is Peter Coyote’s
memoir of the 1960s counterculture.
Unlike many aging Baby Boomers, Coyote
takes his generation to task for many of
their unrealistic goals while simultaneously
arguing strenuously for the validity of
those goals. It is eloquently and pas
sionately written. — Jeff Roche,
history

S

uth Reichl, food
f t 1
^critic for The New
-tVc
York Times, and editorin-chief for Gourmet, has
written a wonderful memoir,
Tender at the Bone. She writes
in a touching, humorous style
about her youth and young
adulthood, which are marked by
her love for food. The book offers
everything from mouthwatering
recipes to a sad yet funny account
of growing up with a manicdepressive mother. — Mareike
Herrmann, German
he Go-Between, by British author L. P.
Hartley (originally published in 1953,
reissued in 2002 by New York Review
Books), is a carefully crafted story of a boy,
Leo, who spends the summer with his
classmate, Marcus, at Marcus’ family’s
country house. Leo is fascinated by magic,
the zodiac, and human relations — which
he only partially understands. He is recruit
ed by Marcus’ elegant older sister to pass

T

notes to her lover, a yeoman farmer. This
can be read as a coming-of-age story, but it
can also be read as a bittersweet romance
and, more interestingly, as the metaphoric
trajectory of Britain in the twentieth century.
— Karen Beckwith, political science

A

ndrew Sean Greer’s The Path of
Minor Planets starts with a group of
astronomers on a small, South
Pacific island who are waiting for a
new comet to appear, then follows
their lives, loves, lusts, and
ambitions over the next 30
' ' ' • years. It is wonderfully
written with captivating
characters. In his first
novel, Greer writes clearly
and sensitively about the
human experience. — Don
Jacobs, physics

7 7 mpire Falls is a novel about
J - j the working-class people
who live in a small town in
Maine. Author Richard Russo
retired from the Colby College fac
ulty at age 47 on the success of two earlier
novels, one about the mid-life crisis of an
English professor, Straight Man, and the
other made into a movie starring Paul
Newman, Nobody’s Fool. Empire Falls won
the 2002 Pulitzer Prize. — Barbara
Hetrick, sociology
W ant more book recommendations? See
www.wooster.edu/magazine/aoodreads

Museum preparator Doug McGlumphy then created a
double-sided mat that suspends the pennant vertically
inside a Plexiglas frame. "Doug created a wonderful
installation," says McManus Zurko, "which allows visitors
to view both sides of the banner as it is mounted on a
swinging hinge." Framed, the installation stands more
than four feet tall.
"It says something about the spirit of our alumni that
the banner was bought when John Corbett was a fresh
man at Wooster, and it was kept until the right vehicle
presented itself to bring it home," says Hales."It's a nice
combination. The banner gives a new building a strong
sense of history."
— Marie Christiansen '01

Summer 2002

1907 pennant before (far
left) and its reverse side
(above) after restoration.

Moreland before (left) and after the haircut

A

FEW MINUTES WITH

Molly Moreland:
A personal gift
ast spring break, Molly Moreland
’03 got her first haircut in nearly
two years. She held on to those eleven
inches of chestnut brown tresses, not
for sentimental reasons but to send
them to Locks of Love. A friend told
Moreland about the organization,
which makes wigs for children who
suffer from long-term medical hair
loss. Moreland’s long hair has been
replaced with a sleek bob, and some
where a child has a chance to lead a
more normal life.
Hometown: Centerville, Ohio
Major: history/women’s studies minor
Campus Activities: The Lighthouse
Program, which helps women who are
struggling with substance abuse, and
editorial assistant work with Wooster
magazine
Long-term goal: “To make feminism a
positive word again for everyone —
men and women.”
On growing her hair: “It didn’t start to
get annoying until December 2001.
Then it was like, ‘I want to get this cut
now.’”
On her new hairstyle: “Before going to
get my hair cut, I kind of broke out in
hives. I was scared it would look awful,
but I think it looks great.”
On helping a sick child: “It was so easy. I
don’t consider myself a special person.
I would definitely do it again. It is one
of the easier things you can do to help
out. It doesn’t cost money or much
time (visit www.locksoflove.org).
— Maren Miller ’02

L
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I.S.
In Our
Own
Words
ulfilling. Rewarding. An academic culmina
tion. That’s how members o f the Class of
2002 describe their Independent Study work —
rigorous, yes, but worth it.
The following seniors from across the disci
plines are among those recommended by faculty
advisers for the high quality of their I.S. research
and writing. Before celebrating commencement
and leaving campus, they agreed to tell their
stories.

F

Photos by M ott Dilyord

Check the list
Find a comprehensive list of all Class of 2002
I.S.
titles on the Web:
www.wooster.edu/is/database.html.
The list can be searched by academic
department, subject, title, or student name.

8

AIDS prevention in South Africa

Estella Anku
The Effectiveness o f the Words, Images, and Methods Used in
the loveLife AIDS Campaign to Prevent the Spread o f AIDS
Among South African Youth (communication studies)

wo years ago, a Ghanian friend in Botswana told me that
in one semester, 28 out of 35 fellow students had died or
were hospitalized with HIV/AIDS-related diseases. This
distressing fact prompted me to write my I.S. on the prevention
of the disease in Africa. With Copeland funds, I observed a
South African organization, loveLife, ran by locals and funded
primarily by the Bill and Melinda Gates and Kaiser Family
foundations. The loveLife campaign uses mass media and com"Esteiia's i.s. process trcmsmunity-based programs that encourage
form ed her. Her experience w ith the discussion of sexual and reproduc
the bigotry a n d horrid hospital
tive health issues among youth to pre
conditions e n d u red by AIDS
vent the spread of HIV/AIDS. I analyzed
patients in South Africa left her
d eeply com m itted to this issue." the effectiveness of loveLife’s campaign.
— Denise Bostdorff,
My findings: loveLife’s print material
communication
was ineffective due to its Western,
abstract composition, whereas the community-oriented youth
center was effective because of its congruence with the collectivistic South African society.
Writing my I.S. gave me a greater respect for human life and
a greater desire to increase people’s awareness about HIV/AIDS
in Africa and beyond. The majority of government-sponsored
campaigns are severely underfunded or gone, while at many
hospitals patients lie in hallways waiting to die rather than wait
ing for treatment. Western-based help, such as that provided by
loveLife, is more effective when adapted to its audience.
Traditional African art forms — proverbs, poetry, and song —
hold great potential in preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS
when appropriately combined with Western methods. As the
Luo people of Zimbabwe explain, “Alone a youth runs fast, with
an elder slow, but together they go far.”

T
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Helping youth in Bosnia and Kosovo

Jonathan Eischen
The New Reality: Reflections on Volunteering in Ethnically
Divided Villages in Bosnia and Kosovo (cultural studies)

y sophomore year, between semesters at the
Institute for European Studies in Vienna, Austria, I
traveled to Gornji Vakuf, Bosnia. The ethnically
divided village has been separated between the Bosnian
Croats and the Bosnian Muslims since the end of the 1995
war. The 5,000 residents had two mayors, two official names,
two currencies, two post offices, two schools, two hospitals,
two languages, and one street that no one dared to cross. I
lived there for a month and worked at a youth center orga
nized by local teachers attempting to promote peace, recon
ciliation, and reintegration. I listened to the youths’ stories of
the war, their hopes and dreams. I left the village with a new
"The w a y Jo n a th a n
outlook on the world and on myself,
w o rk e d th ro u g h his
The leadership and compassion of
ex p erien c e s, finding a
the teachers amazed me. I wanted to
come back to the village to tell those
fo rm at th a t re ta in e d
their im m ediacy a n d a t teachers’ stories.
With a Copeland Fund grant, I
the sa m e tim e provided
returned for a month in August
a fra m e w o rk for
2001. Although still divided political
an aly zin g th em , w a s
ly, economically, and socially, some
im pressive."
— Susan Figge, G erm an progress had been made. I then trav
eled to Mitrovica, Kosovo, a city
divided between Kosovar Serbs and Kosovar Albanians. Here
I found a much more violent environment, with leaders who
were more concerned about their own success, a peace leader
who carried a loaded weapon, and an international commu
nity that cared more about the business aspects of humani
tarian aid than about the community rebuilding efforts.
My extended time abroad shaped my education and
Wooster experience uniquely. The experiences also enhanced
my desire to work in international humanitarian relief. I will
work with youth from conflicted areas this summer at Seeds
of Peace in Maine.

M

Summer 2002

H o w protests affect w o rld tra d e policy

H ilary Jones
After the Battle: W orld Trade Organization Labor Policies
in the Post-Seattle Era (international relations)

studied the 1999 Seattle protests of the World Trade
Organization, determining whether the increase in social
movement activity manifested there (50,000 protesters)
caused a political opportunity in which organized labor’s
concerns were taken more seriously and resulted in WTO
labor policy change. Over winter break, I used Copeland
Fund money to spend three days in Washington and inter
view experts on and participants in Seattle and the making of
trade/labor policy. I met with people at the AFL-CIO, the
Teamsters Union, the Department of Labor, the Institute for
Policy Studies, the United Electrical Workers, and the U.S.
trade representative S office, "H ilary e x p lo re d h e r in te rest in
where Jennifer Haverkamp
social m o v em en ts in a rigorous,
’79, assistant trade represenacad em ic m an n e r. N o w she
h a s th e ben efit of im p o rta n t
tative for the environment,
insights
a s sh e continues h e r
took special time to meet
o
w
n
social
m o v em e n t activism
with me. The trip reaf
b e y o n d W o o ster."
firmed my commitment to
— Kent Kille, political science
work after graduation on
international issues of economic and social justice. Talking to
the people who create the conditions and policy I spent years
reading about made everything seem more real to me.
I.S.
has been an academic culmination of my extra-cur
ricular activities. I am president of the Model United Nations
team, co-facilitator of Pueblo de Esperanza, an active member
of ECOS, and a former Soup and Bread intern. I studied for
one semester in Nicaragua and took a trip last year to shad
ow Planned Parenthood President Gloria Feldt as part of the
leadership and liberal learning seminar. Wooster has expand
ed my horizons and my understandings enormously, most
convincingly through Independent Study.

I
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Tracking the success of Airbus

Christopher Liao
La privatisation d'Airbus: element cle pour partir
a la conquete du d e l (French)

t is not too often that you get to write about your pas
sion. My I.S. combined a business study with my pro
found interest in commercial aviation. I love airplanes. I
collect model airplanes, correspond with other enthusiasts
around the world, take photos of planes, and dedicate a per
sonal Web site to display my work.
Initially, incorporating my interest into I.S. was easy
because Airbus Industries, one of only two commercial air
plane manufacturers in the world, is based in Toulouse,
France, where I spent my junior year abroad. David Wilkin
(French) helped me focus on how the privatization of
Airbus contributed to its success in the commercial airplane
market.
Airbus was formed in 1969 and largely managed under
the governments of France, Germany, the United Kingdom,
and Spain. In 1997, management in Toulouse decided that
Airbus needed to find a way to compete and perform more
effectively with its American competitor, Boeing. The solu
tion was to transform and commercialize the company into
a simplified joint stock company. The new structure allows
other parties to invest in Airbus and allows its management
to make decisions more effectively.
The most difficult aspect of I.S. was understanding and
defining the term “privatization” — I won’t explain it here! I
knew Airbus was an up-and-coming enterprise, but I never
realized that moving from the public to private sector would
be so beneficial, making it a major player in the commercial
airplane market.
I welcomed the intellectual challenge that I.S. provided.
Sometimes, it took me a while to get the writing (in French)
going. I would say to myself, “Just do it tomorrow.” By the
time tomorrow came around, it was time for my next meet
ing with Professor Wilkin. But once I got writing, it was hard
to pull myself away from the computer. A booked ticket to
Florida was my motivation to finish before spring break.

I

"Jo h n im pressively in te rtw in es re ce n t b a se b a ll histo ry
a n d u rb a n re d ev e lo p m e n t a n d th e im p act th a t b o th h a v e
h a d on C leveland a n d n o rth e a ste rn O hio."
— H ay d en Schilling, history

Cleveland Indians os urban catalyst

John Kelly
As the Baseball Team Coes, So Goes the City:
The Revitalization o f the Cleveland Indians (history)

wanted to find a subject that I would enjoy enough to
research and write about for seven months. The two sub
jects I enjoy the most are movies and sports. I used films in
my junior I.S., so I gave sports a try. Because I have been a
Cleveland Indians fan for as long as I can remember, I decided
to focus on my favorite baseball team. The Indians were on
their way to the playoffs at the time, and they would be begin
ning their next season just as I was finishing I.S. — helping to
sustain my interest throughout the process.
The Indians won the World Series in 1948, won an
American League record 111 games in 1954, only to lose in the
World Series and fall off the face of the earth with more than
thirty years of bad baseball. They did not re-emerge until 1994,
the same year the team opened its new ballpark, Jacobs Field.
Since that opening, the Indians have had only winning seasons
and have played in the post-season six out of seven years,
including two World Series appearances. The new stadium
seemed to be the catalyst for a revitalized downtown Cleveland
— the Indians and the city appeared to be reshaping their
images simultaneously. I focused on the Indian’s new-found
success, but I also examined the effect the team had on the city
in the past decade. With Copeland Fund help, I made trips to
Cleveland to conduct research and interview sources, including
a number of people who were involved with the Indians and
downtown Cleveland’s renaissance.
I gained invaluable experience in terms of how to conduct
research, what kinds of sources to look for, and how to draff an
extensive research paper. Too bad the Indians did not provide
the storybook ending to my paper by winning the World Series
in 2001, as I had hoped.

I
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"C hris's lo n g stan d in g p a ssio n for civilian
a irc ra ft d a te s from his first p la n e trip , a t the
a g e of th re e . G re a t n e w s: In Ju n e h e sta rte d
w o rk in g fo r Air France in B oston."
— David W ilkin, French

Wooster

Helping computers tran slate languages

Charles Nusbaum
The Development o f SpanTran (Spanish/computer science)

y I.S. studies ambiguity resolution in machine trans
lation. Lexical ambiguity is the potential for a word
to represent multiple ideas — the word run can be a
noun, as in a race in which runners participate, or a verb, as in
to run down the street. But words also can have different
meanings. Consider the word run as a verb — it could mean
to run a marathon, to run a business, to run a computer, and
so on. My study focuses on lexico-semantic ambiguity, the
meanings of words, which is incredibly difficult for a comput
er to resolve.
After a look at the history of this field, my research culmi
nated in the development of SpanTran, an English-to-Spanish
example-based machine translation (EBMT) system. An
incredible amount of work goes into developing an EBMT
system, starting with the gathering of parallel electronic texts
— documents that express the same information in two lan
guages. I used more than 100 Security Council Resolutions of
the United Nations, available online, as the body of example
texts for my program. First I prepared the text, which requires
aligning the sentences that convey the same information.
Then another piece of software processes the documents and
determines which English word translates to which Spanish
word. SpanTran uses that information to translate English
words and/or phrases into Spanish; that same information is
used to resolve lexico-semantic ambiguities.
One way of resolving these ambiguities is to use context
clues (words to the right and left of the ambiguous word) and
create a decision list of those clues, each with a certain proba
bility (or weight) signifying its correctness as compared to the
other clues.
Very little can prepare anyone for such a daunting task as
I.S., and almost nothing can be as rewarding. I.S. has raised
my self-confidence and strengthened my critical thinking.

M

Social perceptions o f skin tones

Kerry Makin-Byrd
The Effects o f Skin Tone on Sentencing Bias in
Sexual Assault Cases (psychology)

he seeds of my I.S. came from a semester I spent in
Philadelphia, taking classes and working as a research
assistant in a clinical psychology doctoral program. The
topic that later filled three semesters of work began as a rough
question, “Can racism be based on how dark a person’s skin
is?”
Participants in my study read about a crime and then were
asked to give the perpetrator a sentence. A picture of the per
petrator with one of four skin tones was included in their
information. I used Pantone color software to realistically rep
resent African-American skin tones.
My hypothesis was that the darker the skin tone of the
perpetrator, the longer his sentence would be. Of 175 respons
es, I found no significant differences between sentencing based
on skin tone of the perpetrator. Actually, the mean suggested
"I'm proud of K erry for tackling sentences declined with the
a sensitive, controversial issue. darker skin tones, dropping
Her I.S. w a s am bitious, e x a m  from 18 years for pale white
skin tone to 17.16 years for
ining com plex psychological
processes but applying them to light tan skin tone and 14.92
a situation w ith real-life
years for medium brown skin
consequences.
tone. The mean sentence
— Michael Casey, psychology
slightly increased for the dark
est skin tone, dark black, to 15.28 years. I explain this non-sig
nificant result with a psychological theory called the social
desirability effect — the idea that participants realized my
study was examining racism in sentencing and they did not
want to appear racist, therefore giving lower sentences to the
darker perpetrators.
I.S.
was the perfect culmination of four years of psycho
logical training. I watched myself make the same experimenter
mistakes that I had read about in Intro to Psych my first year. I
used research skills honed in multiple lab classes and dusted
off statistical knowledge I attained during my sophomore year.
I.S. also served as a wonderful discussion topic during gradu
ate school interviews. My interviewers were impressed by such
a large-scale project including research, a written report, and
an oral defense.

T
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^"C arlos's a m b itio u s w o rk illustrates
h o w o n e topic can b e e x p lo re d
w ithin th e c o n te x t of tw o
distinct disciplines, to th e
m u tu al ben efit of b o th ."
— John G abriele,
Spanish
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"John's work has important real-world
implications for teaching echolocation and
navigation skills to the blind."
— John Neuhoff, psychology

U n d e rw e a r changes o ver tim e

Rachel Renkes
Playboy, Panties, and Push-Up Bras: A Brief Peek
at the Evolution o f Underwear (history)

t first glance, many people doubted the scholarly
nature of my I.S. on the history and evolution of
underwear. I quickly learned that many books
have been written on this extensive subject. I am glad
that I took my adviser, Alphine Jefferson, up on the idea,
because my topic provided me with much laughter and
amusement throughout the I.S. process.
Underclothes trace back four thousand years and
have changed a great deal in appearance, form, and pur
pose, along with society. One reason for wearing under
wear was to alter the body shape: Many undergarments
have either condensed or expanded the body, many times
painfully and with distortion. Underwear also empha
sized class distinctions:
"R achel's I.S. sh o w s th a t stu d e n ts
poor, working women
could not wear the tight, can ta k e a n y subject th a t th e y a re
constricting corsets and in te rested in a n d construct a valid
historical q u estio n . There is a
large crinoline hoop
histo
ry of e v ery th in g — m uch of it
skirts and still function
is w a itin g to b e w ritte n ."
in their homes.
— A lphine Jefferso n , history
Many seniors moan
and groan over I.S., but I know that the whole experience
has been helpful. As Wooster graduates, we have an
advantage because we can formulate a thesis, research the
topic, write about it at length, and then defend our the
sis. The confidence we gain from accomplishing this task
will help us to succeed in the workforce.

A

John Preston
Echolocation Training: Does It Work When
We Leave the Lab? (psychology)

he process of echolocation in humans is much like
that of bats and dolphins: Sounds of short duration,
such as tongue clicks or other vocalizations, are
reflected off the surfaces of objects, like walls, or obstacles in
a person’s way. When the reflected sound, or echo, reaches a
person’s ears, it changes in pitch depending on how close
the object is. People use the pitch change information to
judge how close they are to the object. Previous studies have
found that blind and sighted participants can learn to use
echolocation to navigate through an environment.
I studied whether blindfolded participants could apply
echolocation training in a laboratory to a different environ
ment. Specifically, I had participants walk towards a wall in
the laboratory while clicldng a device. They were instructed
to stop walking when they felt that they were as close to the
wall as possible without touching it. Then I tested the par
ticipants outside to see if they could apply their echoloca
tion training to a different environment. Attempting this
real-world application of echolocation training, rather than
constraining it to the laboratory, made my I.S. unique, and I
plan on submitting my research to a psychological journal.
Implications of my study could include a better under
standing of how echolocation training can help those with
sight loss or impaired sight when navigating through differ
ent environments.
Developing my own experiment in a topic that was new
to me made the entire I.S. process very fulfilling. I accom
plished something that I wouldn’t expect to be doing until
graduate school. I am grateful for the experience, as well as
the help and support from my advisor, Dr. Neuhoff.

T
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G overnm ent policies on religious m ovem ents

Neha Sahgal
Revolution, Reform, o r Resistance? Secular States Face
Religious Nationalism (political science)

y I.S. explores the link between religion and politics. I
always have been interested in this topic, and in the
light of recent events, it has become all the more
relevant to study faith-based politics.
Specifically, I looked at how the activities of religious
nationalist movements influence government policies in secu
lar countries. My case studies were Egypt and India. I collected
data on Islamic movement activity in Egypt and Hindu move
ment activity in India in a three-year period. I then studied
government policies by measuring the level of repression or
conciliation on a policy score scale that I designed.
I found that while both Egypt and India followed repres
sive policies towards religious nationalist movements, Egypt
has been more repressive than India. This finding surprised
me, because I had hypothesized that the political nature of
Islam as a religion would cause Egypt to follow conciliatory
policies. My theory now is that the type of religion that a
movement belongs to has little influence on government
repression/conciliation. Other factors play a more powerful
role.
I hope to continue this research in graduate school. I want
to examine whether the level of democratization has anything
to do with conciliation/repression levels towards religious
movements. I would like to extend the number of case studies
and the years studied for each country in order to get a better
idea of secularism trends and to be able to understand what
the “new world order” might look like in the future.

M

Mary Sabo
Effects o f huang lian, a Chinese M edicinal Herb...
in the Chemoprevention o f Azoxymethane-induced Aberrant
Crypt Foci Formation in the Colon o f the Rat (biology)

tested a Chinese herb called huang lian for the preven
tion of colon cancer in rats. I induced colon cancer
using a known carcinogen, azoxymethane, and then
attempted to prevent the development of cancer by using
the herb or part of the herb in the rats’ diet. I tested one spe
cific compound found naturally in the herb called berberine. By doubling the concentration of berberine in one test
group, I prevented the cancer development significantly
more than any other researchers have with this herb.
I learned many of the skills and techniques that I used in
my I.S. during a summer 2000 fellowship at the Medical
College of Ohio in Toledo in
"M a ry h a d a n infectious
the pathology department.
e n th u sia sm for h e r w o rk .
That fellowship and my inter
I h a d th e g o o d fo rtu n e to
actions with medical students
w a tch a ta le n te d stu d e n t
began my interest in alternative
realize h e r p o ten tial in a
medicine. I also became inter
project of h e r o w n d e sig n ."
ested in Eastern philosophy. I
— M ichael K ern, biology
spent the next semester in
Aberdeen, Scotland, where I took a divinity course,
“Spirituality, Health, and Healing,” which taught me a little
about Chinese medicine.
I ran into every brick wall possible during I.S. and
spilled many tears and much blood during my journey, but
it all seems worth it now. I learned a lot more by doing this
project than from working in any lab. I plan to pursue both
my research of cancer and Chinese medicine. This medical
practice, in use for more than 5000 years, works very well
yet is very different from Western medicine. Research is
helping Western scientists understand why Chinese practices
are so effective. I hope to contribute to this understanding.

I
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"N e h a 's re m a rk a b le re se a rc h effo rt pro v id es h e r w ith
in v alu a b le e x p erien c e a n d th e confidence to tackle
g ra d u a te school on h e r w a y to w h a t should b e a distin
g u ish e d acad em ic c a re e r." — K ent Kille, political science
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"D iana w a s a lw a y s re a d y to m eet a c h allen g e, w h e th e r it
w a s a tte m p tin g a n e w w riting style o r risking her
self-esteem b y a sk in g children in th e com m unity to re sp o n d
to h e r b o o k ." — D enise B ostdorff, com m unication

C om paring Brahms and Stavinsky

Michael Vidmar
Analogous Mechanisms o f Organic Unity in Structure in
Brahms and Stravinsky (music theory); also, Diet and Cultural
Identity on the Northern Frontier o f Roman Britain (classics)

compared Brahms’ Symphony No. 4 and Stravinsky’s
Symphony of Psalms with regard to three organizational
techniques: small-scale reflection of large-scale har
monic structures, the use of symmetrical pitch-class sets
(patterns of intervals that produce the same pattern when
inverted), and the layering of contrasting materials. I was
particularly interested in documenting similar composi
tional techniques, should they exist, that Brahms and
Stravinsky used in symphonic works. Such continuity
would be remarkable because Brahms is traditionally
thought of as a conservative composer and also because of
the great amount of change in the techniques and materials
of composition between Brahms’ death (1897) and the
composition of Symphony of Psalms (1930). Yet Brahms and
Stravinsky are well-known for their fondness of organiza
tion in other musical parameters such as form and rhythm.
I’ve even found that people who enjoy one composer’s
music generally like the other’s.
Indeed, I found many similarities between the com"M ichael's scholarly chops
posers as reflected in the two
o re re ally sh o w c a se d in this Pieces- Brahms and Stravinsky
w o rk — it's rig o ro u s a n d
often hint at the harmonic orgascientific, y e t yields a g re a t nization of their symphonies in
d e al of aesth e tic in sig h t." — passages only a few notes long.
P eter M ow rey, m usic
For example, both composers
cryptically refer to all the impor
tant key centers of their symphony in the first few bars.
I hope I demonstrated that there is much to be learned
by examining Brahms’ music (and perhaps the music of
other composers) by looking at it “backwards” through later
compositional techniques for which it planted the seeds. I.S.
helped me understand the relevance of music theory to my
life — through music theory I want to become a more sensi
tive musician and teach others the same lessons.

I

H o w books can teach kids ab o u t diversity

Diana Smith
Monkey See, Monkey Do: A Project Demonstrating Creative and
Practical Applications o f Race, Gender, and Disability in
Children's Literature (English/communication studies)

“So, Abishek is colored, right?” a young boy asks.
“Colored?”I reply. “Don’t I have a color?”
“You know, like African-Americans! You’re white!” he said.
“Well, I think I have a color,”I said as I held a piece of
white paper next to my “white” skin. The boy looked at me,
shocked. All that he knew about being “white” was in ques
tion. “We all have a ‘color’,”I told him.
researched race, gender, and disability in children’s litera
ture, wrote a children’s book for fifth graders, and analyzed
my book. As part of this analysis, 1 read my book to a group
of children. This dialogue comes from that discussion. The boy
knew he was “supposed” to use the term “African-American,”
but he did not know that the term “colored” was inappropriate.
In effect, he didn’t know what any of these labels meant.
I grew up in a small Ohio town where racial or genderrelated slurs are common. After gaining a diverse group of
friends at Wooster, I became more interested in issues of diver
sity and worked in a number of programs with children and
with mentally retarded adults.
Armed with these experiences as well as academic interests
in rhetoric and creative writing, I decided that the best way to
address race, gender, and disability was to begin with children.
In my book, What’s the Difference/Same at Williams Elementary?,
which is in part about a boy from India who moves to the
United States, I include diverse characters but not always as plot
devices. When children begin to see accurate depictions of the
world in the books they read, I hope they will begin to value
diversity and see it as a natural part of their surroundings.

I
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'Raising the bar'
Copeland Fund helps seniors aim high with unusually ambitious I.S. projects
avid Gee ’02 traveled to Guam to study the predatory
brown tree snake. Nell Weber ’01 interviewed sugar-cane
cutters in the Dominican Republic. Kim Nemeth ’00 saw
the work of artist Odilon Redon first-hand in a Parisian museum.
Like Estella Anku, Jonathan Eischen, and other graduates
profiled on the preceding pages, these students boosted the scope
and the quality of their I.S. projects with grants from the The
Henry J. Copeland Fund for Independent Study. Created in 1995
by members of the Board of Trustees, the fund provides income
from its $1 million endowment to assist students with unusual
research expenses related to I.S. projects.
“Ever since I became involved with I.S. in the 1960s, I heard
stories of students who used their own funds to begin their
research projects the summer before their senior year,” says Henry
Copeland (history, emeritus), the fund’s namesake and president
of Wooster from 1977 to 1995. “There’s the geology student who
used the family car to collect rock samples in the West, or the stu
dent who spent several weeks in a Chicago library reading materi
al she couldn’t examine elsewhere, or the student who became an
artist’s apprentice as background for a senior project.
“I believed that small grants of several hundred or even sev
eral thousand dollars might encourage students, regardless of
their department, to undertake more ambitious projects.”
Roughly one in every four seniors applies for Copeland fund
ing, a competitive process that can be valuable in itself, as
Copeland notes. Twice a year a faculty committee accepts pro
posals, which include detailed budgets. Committee members
consider the quality of a student’s essay, the recommendation
from his or her faculty adviser, and the degree of enhancement

D

that the grant would offer the project.
“We’re averaging $50,000 in grants from $70,000 requested,” says
John Lindner (physics), chair of the 2001-02 committee. Last year
students requested $88,000; the committee funded $62,000.
Many of the grants are applied to overseas travel costs, but
requests vary across the departments. In the sciences, the fund
often helps expand experimental
„|f someone in your
work. “Say someone is testing with
department gets funded to
five specimens, and they get pretty
travel to Guam, you tend
good data. With five more, the
to hear about that."
work will be even better,” Lindner
— John Lindner, physics
says. In studio art, a Copeland
Fund grant allows a student to afford better materials or undertake
ambitious projects such as life-sized photo enlargements.
“We try not to be excessive with the funds,” Lindner says. “We
go over the students’ budgets carefully. We rarely fund meals — we
think students should pitch in.”
More departments are realizing the value of the Copeland
Fund, faculty say. “If someone in your department gets funded to
travel to Guam, you tend to hear about that,” says Lindner. In
departments where students aren’t required to choose senior I.S.
topics until early fall, the spring deadline for fund proposals can
force students to decide earlier, “which improves the level and
quality of the projects.”
Lindner has served on the Copeland Fund committee four
times. It’s his favorite campus service because he gets to see the
wide range of projects that students undertake. Thanks to
Copeland Fund grants, “we’re raising the bar on what students can
do with I.S.”
— L.W.

More I.S. 2002
SHORTEST t i t l e :

He Arlyn Keith, English and philosophy; Nancy Grace and Henry Kreuzman, advisers

LONGEST t i t l e : Did the Populists, the LaFollette Progressives, or the Socialists Ever Influence the Presidency? A Look at Depression-Era Politics and Third
Parties to See If Minor Political Organizations Ever Influence Policy in Major United States Elections
Charles Requardt, political science; Arnold Lewis, adviser

E d it o r s ’ p ic k s

of be st title s

She Might Be Giant M ary Nienaber, English;
Thomas Prendergast, adviser
SEX Sarah Sobel-Poage, philosophy and
religious studies;
Richard Bell and Chuck Kammer, advisers
"Marriage means commitment, means, the way I was
raised: love, honor, and obey. And I ain't obeyin' no
man": Rural Single Mothers' Views on Marriage and
Family in Wayne County, Ohio
Ruth Isaacson, sociology; Anne Nurse, adviser
Just Stop It: The Anti-Nike Social Movement and Its Use
of the Internet Jeff Pacini, communication;
Denise Bostdorff, adviser
Grandma's Intestinal Fortitude Lori Lehr, English;
Henry Herring, adviser

S e p te m b e r

11

is s u e s

George Bush's Rhetoric In the War on
Terrorism: An Analysis of the Presidential
Response to the Attacks of September 11
Chad Spurgeon, communication;
Mark Steiner, adviser
Notions of Nationalism: Terror or Talks
Atika Khawaja, political science;
Arnold Lewis, adviser
International Terrorism and the Effects on
the United States
Timothy Pellman, history;
Hayden Schilling, adviser
See No Enemy, Hear No Evil:
Justice Beyond the Fears of 9-11
Joshua Lynch, philosophy;
Garrett Thomson, adviser

Sa ying

t h a n k you

"I want to thank Kate Matthews for finding
me Pinky the Robe — I couldn't have finished
this project without it."
— Dan O'Connor, English
"To my adviser: Claudia Thompson.... You
are so great!! Everyone was so jealous of me
when I'd come home from my meetings and
say, 'M y adviser is so great!'"
— Christina Stenzel, psychology
"(Adviser Dan Bourne) showed me how to
operate the literary cotton gin that removed
the seeds of these stories from their fibers.
I look forward to his comments on
the yarns I spun."
— David Reeves, English
— Compiled by Nathan Wilkinson '00
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Applied Science
hv
Forland '8
'87
by Inner
Inger Forland
7

hen tragedy struck Christopher Reeve in 1995, the
world tuned in to the stark reality of spinal cord
injury. On the third jump in a two-mile equestrian
competition, Reeves horse stalled midway over the
fence, throwing the actor onto the ground, head first. His neck was
shattered. He sustained multiple fractures of his first and second
cervical vertebrae. A gap in his spinal cord the width of a pencil
meant that Reeve would no longer be able to hug his children, walk
in the woods, comb his own hair, move a finger.
Reeve’s accident also gave a higher profile to the Kessler Institute
for Research and Rehabilitation in New Jersey. He was transferred
there — dependent on a ventilator and paralyzed from the shoul
ders down — after weeks of medical work.
The Kessler Institute sits atop a hill in West Orange, just down
the highway from Princeton University. A rambling complex, it is
one of the country’s leading centers for the treatment of traumatic
brain and spinal cord injuries, stroke, amputee or orthopedic con-
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typically elderly, also with limited
resources. How do you deliver care that
restores quality of life without destroy
ing an individual’s financial safety net?
Most employer-sponsored health
insurance plans have $1 million lifetime
caps — an amount that goes quickly if an
individual needs long-term rehabilitative
care.
“Insurance is a huge topic,” Page
admits, “and that’s why we work so
hard to find ways to tailor our rehab
protocols to the reality of an individ
ual’s life.” He is working on a project
that would offer rehab help over the
Internet, for example, to reach people
in rural areas — beginning with a

For Steve Page '9 3 , knowing how the brain directs the muscles is n 't enough. He wants
cost-effectively. He thanks Wooster's Independent Study
grant to provide Internet service.
ditions, sports or work-related injuries, and pain management. U.S.
News & World Report ranked Kessler the top rehab center in the East
essler’s facilities are remarkable. Two large physical rehabilita
and among the top four nationwide.
tion labs, one for orthopedic and the other for neurological
Christopher Reeve is not the only celebrity to seek help at
treatments,
are packed with patients and therapists the day we tour
Kessler. Dudley Moore came to Kessler to improve his physical and
them.
A
gait
lab down the hall offers high-tech ways to characterize
verbal functioning after being diagnosed with progressive supranu
and analyze details of an individual’s walk.
clear palsy. Actor Ben Veteen came for rehab after a stroke left him
The gait lab is an important tool to help Page and his colleagues
partially paralyzed. Yankee Hall-of-Famer Yogi Berra got therapy at
measure
the success of their protocols — especially the modified
Kessler after his knee-replacement surgery. The list is endless.
constraint-induced
therapy (CIT) and motor imagery research that
“I have the best job in the world,” says Steve Page ’93, a research
Page
is
engaged
in
now.
In CIT, the original form of the protocol,
scientist at Kessler and assistant professor of physical medicine and
patients wear a special glove and sling that restrains their unaffect
rehabilitation at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New
ed arm, leaving them no choice but to use their weak arm.
Jersey. He leaves Kessler this summer to assume new duties as direc
“Studies have shown that CIT improves upper limb use and
tor of research and assistant professor of physical medicine and
function
in patients with stroke,” Page notes. “The problem is, the
rehabilitation at the University of Cincinnati’s College of Medicine.
traditional
CIT protocol is extremely intense, requiring patients to
It is not the celebrities that turn Page’s head. A charming, selfattend focused therapy sessions for six hours a day on ten consecu
effacing man, he spends as much time worrying about developing
tive weekdays while also wearing slings on their unaf
effective therapies for his
fected arms during most waking hours for two weeks.”
stroke patients as he does
Such intensity — and the fact that most insurance
worrying about keeping
plans
don’t reimburse the therapy — make CIT diffi
those protocols affordable
cult to institute in clinical settings. Page and his col
and accessible.
leagues have developed a modified program that can
“Most of the people
be used on an outpatient basis with much less time on
who have spinal cord
site. It’s reimbursable by many managed care pro
injuries don’t have the
grams, including Medicare. Most importantly, it’s as
same options as celebri
effective as traditional CIT.
ties,”
says
Page.
“Statistics suggest that
Measurable progress: left, a handwriting sample from 9/17/01,
oing such critical, clinical labor is not how Page
spinal cord patients are
at the beginning of one of Steve Page’s therapeutic protocols. A stroke
once imagined his life. “I was a communication
frequently young males
survivor takes an entire page to write Elza Rosete, the name of his
major
at Wooster,” he grins. “My family members are
from urban areas with
therapist. Six weeks into the protocol, he can write specific names
in
business,
and my sister was a communication
with appropriate control and without fatigue (right). By the end of
out a lot of family sup
major.
She
was
working at a bank and making
the protocol he could write passages from the Bible. “This is pretty
port or resources.”
money,
so
I
figured,
‘Hey, that’d work.’”
typical
of
what
we
see.
It's
very
encouraging,”
says
Page.
Stroke survivors are
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“When people imagine themselves using their arms and legs — I
stole this straight from my swimming days at Wooster — the muscles
fire and the appropriate brain areas are activated as if you’re actually
doing the activity.”— St e v e Page ( l eft , in K e ssl er I n s t it u t e l a b )
ON MENTAL IMAGERY IN REHAB THERAPY

But I.S. isn’t the only indicator of a more sophisticated land
scape at Wooster. “The notion that you might go up to a classmate
and said, ‘Hey, do you want to do something tonight?’ and they
might say, ‘No, I’ve got to work on my review of literature,’ or, ‘No,
I’ve got to work on my methods section.’... Those conversations,
those mature judgments, you don’t typically hear them on an
undergraduate campus.”
Page credits Wooster, too, with some of the concepts he
employs in a new arm therapy that combines motor imagery with
traditional occupational therapy.
“High-level athletes and musicians have long been aware of the
benefits of imagery as an adjunct to physical practice,” says Page.
“When people imagine themselves using their arms and legs — I
stole this straight from my swimming days at Wooster — when you
2
imagine yourself doing it, the muscles fire and the appropriate
o. brain areas are activated as if you’re actually performing the activi1 ty. Our studies show that stroke patients who can come to therapy
| only a couple times a week, or can’t access therapy at all, can prac|
tice these motor skills mentally and still experience improvement.”
“
The key, says Page, is brain reorganization. When communica-

his research to matter, to restore stroke patients' quality of life quickly and
requirement for getting him started.
But life conspired against so linear and obvious a course.
“My roommate, Brian Vereb (’92), was doing great I.S. research
with swimmers, myself included, and (swim coach) Keith Beckett
was doing research, and I really got interested in that because they
were studying me. They were looking at blood-lactate utilization
during different training intensities, and this fascinated me.”
It was an epiphany for Page, who decided to redirect his course
of study. That summer he broke the news to his parents. “They just
looked at me and said, ‘You’re going to be a swim coach?’”
He went to Ball State for a master’s, intending to focus on exer
cise physiology. As the courses unfolded, he lost interest. “It was
basic, or ‘wet lab’ research, which didn’t excite me as much as
applied research.”
Then Page discovered the Paralympics. Ball State is a training
site for athletes with disabilities. A sports psychology instructor
asked Page to help with the games one summer. “I did a ton of
research, and it got me wondering, ‘How can we make these peo
ple better?’ I was hooked.” He went on to earn a doctorate at the
University of Tennessee in motor learning, the study of motor con
trol and how we relearn motor skills.
It’s a curvy path to a career. Page laughs when he talks about it.
“In college I took one science course and math as a liberal art.” But
he sees a certain lesson in his broad academic experience.
“Wooster was a real awakening for me,” he reflects. “There’s just
nothing like an interdisciplinary education. The things I learned in
Keith Beckett’s exercise physiology class, for example, unrelated to
my communication degree, still help me with stroke patients.”
Don’t even get him started on I.S.
“The thing that’s so fantastic about I.S. is that writing and doing
research are really mechanical processes much like any other. Once
you learn the process and can speak the language, you can navigate
more easily at a more complex level. And the process is cumulative.
By the time I got to Ball State, I was ahead of my peers, because I
had written the equivalent of a master’s thesis twice already. ”
Summer 2002

tion between the brain and a part of the body is somehow disrupt
ed, the brain tries to find another way to deliver the message to the
affected area. “The brain recruits, we think, its different areas that
were used for something else, or it may unmask pathways that
weren’t used at all. The more opportunities, through practice, for
the brain to reorganize, the better the chance that the individual
will experience real, dramatic improvement in the affected areas.”
ll good news, all hopeful work. But it plays out in an arena full
of individual struggle and devastation.
At the entrance to the outpatient center at Kessler, a thirtyish
man sits in an imposing, high-backed wheelchair. His is a spinal
cord injury. Company arrives and he is surrounded by his parents,
his sister, and his young niece. The child approaches him hesitant
ly, alarmed by the chair and by what she doesn’t know about her
uncle’s condition. Up goes her hand toward his face with a lollipop.
He bends his head toward it but can’t bend far enough to reach her.
The child pulls back and crumples against her mother.
To imagine such a scene playing out for each patient is over
whelming. Page, though, remains positive, encouraged by the dra
matic improvements that he has helped to bring about in patients.
“I see only answers,” he says, remembering a quote by John Lennon,
“even if we don’t know what they are yet.
“The only thing that’s hard for me is when I see a sixty-fiveyear-old woman come in. Her husband is with her, devastated —
this is his lifelong friend and lover. That just kills me,” he says. A
newlywed, Page imagines his wife in the caregiver role many years
from now, or his parents or grandparents facing such devastation.
Family is important to Page. His Cincinnati job means he can
be closer to family and “still be able to do good work,” he says, and
smiles. “My father always said, ‘It’s all worth nothing if you don’t
stay the same.’ That seems right to me.” O
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Inger Forland is a freelance writer living in Wilton, Connecticut.

Legacies o f Learning
Three long-term Wooster professors, known for their exceptional
work with students, retired this spring

Mentor and collaborator
C h a rles La M

o n t “ M o n t ie ” B o r d e r s J r .
Professor o f Chemistry, emeritus
by LeRoy Haynes
chemistry, emeritus

uring his 34-year career at Wooster, Charles LaMont
“Montie” Borders Jr. made his mark as an outstanding
teacher, a director of publishable student research pro
jects, and a successful grant writer.
We all hope to contribute in various ways to the growth of
the department, the college, and our students. Sometimes a
thoughtful conversation concerning career goals is what a stu
dent remembers about a faculty member. Other actions affect
many students into the future. After thorough study of biochem
istry programs at similar institutions and taking into considera
tion the American Chemical Society guidelines for approved
biochemistry programs, Montie crafted a biochemistry major for
Wooster that began in 1994. As time went on, Montie recognized
that biochemistry teaching and research was incorporating more
molecular biology. Working closely with Dean Fraga and Bill
Morgan of the biology department, he
Charles LaMont Borders Jr.
designed a biochemistry and molecular
Wooster faculty member,
biology program that begins this com
1968-2002
ing academic year.
B.A., Bellarmine College,! 964
Bill Morgan says that Monties most
Ph.D., California Institute of
visible contribution is his dedication to
Technology, 1968
the evolution of the new major.
“While Monties vision and dedication were instrumental in
establishing the original major, his willingness to improve the
program by interacting with members of other departments is
the true testament to his focus on providing the best opportuni
ties for Wooster students,” Bill says. “This focus on students,
while not as visible as a new program, is Monties true legacy,
and one that I wish I could emulate as successfully. In the more
than ten years that I’ve been here, I have been impressed by the
success of his students, particularly with respect to graduate
school admission. He asks a lot of his students, but he also does
everything that he can for them.”
Mark Snider just completed his first year teaching chemistry
at Wooster. It didn’t take him long to recognize the key elements
of Montie’s interactions with students. “Although he doesn’t
flaunt this perspective, Montie really cares about the student as a
whole individual,” Mark says. “He is a true proponent of a liberal
arts education. In working with him during senior I.S. meetings,
he always began each mentoring session with an informal dia
logue regarding the student’s progress toward finding enthusi
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asm for something they could do at Wooster and beyond. Most
discussions were removed from the discipline of chemistry. I
could tell that he was truly concerned with the students’ overall
well-being. I think most students came to realize that his strong
personality was truly a form
"M onties willingness to
of tough love and high
expectations for students to
improve the biochemistry
‘take care in the minute par
program by interacting
ticulars’ — that is, do each
with members of other
thing as if doing nothing
else. Montie encouraged the
departm ents is the true
students to not only find
testament to his focus on
focus but also to find enthu
providing the best
siasm for everything they
do.”
opportunities for
His biochemistry stu
W ooster students."
dents got to know a different
side of Montie when, by tra
— Bill M organ , biology
dition, they traveled to
Holmes County for a cookout at his home tucked into the
woods. A consummate host, Montie provided them with abun
dant, good food and a setting that calmed the most agitated
minds.
Asked to describe Montie in one word, his colleagues came
up with: lively, passionate, single-minded, intense, science (as in
devotion to and interest in), unpretentious, genuine, honest,
straightforward.
Judy Amburgey-Peters joined the department in 1996. She
didn’t have the smoothest of introductions to teaching that fall
semester. I was to be her co-teacher in the introductory organic
sequence, but I had an unfortunate collision with an automo
bile while bike riding early one morning. Montie took over my
section as an overload until I could return to the classroom. As
Judy recalls, “I observed his organic class my first year, and then
I observed his biochemistry class during my third year. These
experiences gave me the opportunity to review some interesting
science and to observe a teacher with many years of experience.
“During my time at Wooster, Montie has consistently been a
strong supporter of my work in the classroom, teaching lab, and
research lab. I can always count on him for candid, straightfor
ward input. On a professional and personal level, Montie has
always been very genuine with me. He is classic ‘wysiwyg’ (what
you see is what you get). He has not only left a legacy of his own
but is largely responsible for bringing two promising young
teacher-scholars to Wooster, Paul Edmiston and Mark Snider. ”
Dean Fraga, too, sees Montie as a role model. “He has been
a great mentor for me and has provided me with a lot of insight
into how to be successful at a small college. We found each
other quite by accident, and I think our friendship grew out of a
Wooster

beneath an eraser. One of my colleagues, in an excess of house
keeping zeal, had tidied up in preparation for Montie’s talk.
Montie swallowed hard twice but was otherwise outwardly
unfazed. The talk went well.”
Perhaps the most touching moment at the dinner came
when Chuck, one of Montie’s sons, stood and acknowledged the
role that his father played in his development.
The final celebratory note was Paul Gauss presentation of
an abstract painting by Anita Wolfenden of creatine kinase, an
enzyme that Montie has studied during much of his career. For
those wanting to know a bit more about creatine kinase, it is an
86 kDa homodimeric enzyme, a phrase that crops up in many
of Monties students’ introductions to their senior I.S. seminars
and theses. £2

A teacher pushing the envelope

Matt Dilyard 1984 file photo

Jo h n M . G ates
Aileen Dunham Professor o f History, emeritus
by Vivian Holliday,
classical studies and history, emerita
dozen years ago John Gates wrote in Wooster maga
zine that when asked about his occupation, he always
answered, “I teach history.”
“I could have said, ‘I’m a historian’ just as easily,” he con
tinued, “but I rarely did.... Although I serve on faculty com
mittees, review books, do research, and publish, I remain,
first and always, a teacher.”
However valuable his contributions to other areas — and
they are significant — John Gates has remained for many
students and colleagues “first and always a teacher.”
Practicing his profession at Wooster since 1967, he persis
tently examined and tested the boundaries of what it means
to teach well.
“To some extent,” he wrote in 1990, “the way I teach is a
John Morgan Gates
function of the way I learn. I get
Wooster faculty member,
my information from reading and
my conclusions from thinking. I
1967-2002
test them through discussion and
A.B., M .A., Stanford
writing. For me, learning takes
University, 1959, 1960
place when I am faced with an
Ph.D., Duke University, 1967
interesting question for which I
do not have an easy answer. The more confusing the puzzle,
the harder I work to solve it....”
John’s students most often cite his emphasis on process
in learning and teaching, more than definitive answers, as his
special contribution to their education, indeed to their lives.
Jill Tuennerman ’86 says advice from Professor Gates
shaped her view of the educational process and of lifelong
learning. She frequently offers her children the same advice:
“College (education in general) is not for sponges. It is not
about learning a set of answers but about learning to ask the
right questions and learning where to look for answers when
you need them.”
Don Snow ’77 writes from Hong Kong : “Among the
things I appreciated most about studying under John Gates
was his insistence that I learn to write (and think) clearly and
succinctly and to revise as often as necessary.... I remember
an assignment in which he asked us to write a one-page
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mutual respect for each other and a mutual enthusiasm for talk
ing about each other’s science. He has been very generous with
his time and resources,” Dean says.
Planning for the renovation of chemistry’s Severance Hall
began about ten years ago. Montie played a major role in
preparing a $1.1 million grant proposal to the National Science
Foundation to jump start the fund raising. He encouraged us to
think creatively and carefully about how well we could carry out
instruction at all levels in the renovated facility, and he guided
us through the process of choosing an architectural firm.
In writing scientific papers and preparing grant proposals,
“Montie is a merciless editor,” says David Powell, who retired
from chemistry in 2001. “Some years ago I wrote what I thought
was a pretty good research proposal. I showed it to Montie who
promptly told me I needed a figure or it would not be under
stood. To humor him, I drew a figure. He rejected it. It was not
until my third try that he felt it conveyed what I was trying to
say in my text, which he also was reshaping. (The project was
funded.) Montie is equally tough on his own writing. Whether a
proposal or a journal article, Montie does not relinquish it until
it is organized and written to his satisfaction.”
At a retirement dinner to honor Montie, Dave Powell shared
a story about Montie as a careful organizer. “Montie had just
returned from a research leave and was going to give the usual
return-from-leave talk to Chemistry Club. As I came into the
lecture room, I noticed a side board filled with meticulously
drawn structures (this was in the days before Power Point). The
gist of Monties talk was laid out before us. A minute later, 1
looked again just in time to see the last structure disappear
Summer 2002
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adequate but not exemplary effort on a paper and brutally cri
tiqued an I.S. draft. A professor of law now, Gifford sees John as
a role model.
Conversations with a cross-section of former students and
my work with John over the years clearly present not only a
highly successful teacher and historian but one who, to borrow
the idiom of test pilots made famous by Chuck Yeager, has chal
lenged himself and his students by “pushing against the enve
lope” of perceived limitations. I look forward to observing John
and — to continue the metaphor — his co-pilot, Priscilla Gates,
as they challenge any perceived limitations of retirement.
Snow ended his testimonial on John by addressing me in
two short sentences: “Blessings as you work on this. Write up
John good.”
In response, I paraphrase myself from years past: Come on,
John, I did my best. Keep the cap on your red pen until you
deliver my Christmas present, the nut bread that Priscilla always
bakes for your fellow historians. S3

An eye for life’s wee field mice

Matt Dilyard 1973 file photo

D avid J. W ilkin
Professor of French, emeritus
by David Moldstad
English, emeritus

S

"Learning takes place when I am faced
with an interesting question for which
I do not have an easy answer.
The more confusing the puzzle,
the harder I work to solve it."
— J o h n G a tes

paper on the causes of war. We assumed this was going to be a
cakewalk. After all, how hard can it be to write just one page?
As we discovered that he was quite serious about both our
answers to the question and the page limit...the task took on
new dimensions. Unfortunately for the human race, I didn’t
quite solve the mystery of human warfare (I think I only got a
B+), but I never had a better lesson in thinking through an
issue and then making every word count.”
Tuennerman comments on John’s toughness and his unre
lenting drive toward excellence: “John Gates knew what I could
do, and he never accepted anything less than my personal
best.... At the best times in my academic career, Professor Gates
helped me to enjoy the moment. At the lowest and most frus
trating points, he never let me pity myself.
“During my orals, he and the late Professor (James) Turner
made me feel like a historian, like a colleague, like an equal.
This was not some of the ‘self-esteem building’ nonsense that
education seems to be filled with today — it was a well-earned
reward, the result of a lot of hard work from both sides. That is
why, after sixteen years, I still remember what it felt like.”
Don Gifford 73 illustrates John’s uncompromising push
for excellence by remembering how his adviser red-lined an
20

pending the summer of 1960 at McGill University in
Montreal marked a turning point in David Wilkin’s life.
The college junior learned to read French easily that sum
mer and was profoundly impressed by the stirring of the
French Canadians after their own identity. Being in Montreal
during the “Revolution Tranquille,” as it was called, opened
Wilkin’s eyes to the ways in which English-speaking Canadians
put down the French speakers and their culture.
Perhaps Wilkin was more likely to see this inequity. His own
modest yet assured values recall poet Robert Burns and his wee
field mouse, that concern for the small, overlooked things of
life.
The French language itself, and not the literature, first inter
ested Wilkin, he says, partly because of
David Jordan W ilkin
his time in Canada. His Montreal expe
Wooster faculty member,
rience reinforced what he was learning
1964-68,1971-2002
at college, that language, a “human arti
B.A., Hope College, 1961;
fact,” constructs our world view.
M .A., University of
Through
language, we impose order on
Pittsburgh, 1964;
our
lives
and
shape our culture.
Ph.D., Brown University,
Wilkin
first
joined the Wooster fac
1974
ulty in 1964, left in 1968 to complete a
Ph.D. at Brown, and returned to stay in 1971. He remembers
his students with special pleasure. He recalls an early French
102 class of seven students, four of whom became French
majors. And an advanced class from 1988 with Karen Bickell
Watanabe ’91, Kathy Fleming Buckley ’91, Erin Wolford
Burrows ’91, Taylor Liske ’91, Brian Troyer ’89, and Paul
Decoster ’91. He has more than once found himself in the role
of learner with remarkable individuals such as Liske, who died
in 1997 after a short but “excellent” life, or Nancy Hall Berens
’79, who fought off a serious thyroid illness and went on to
marry and have a child.
Uncomfortable with hierarchic relationships, Wilkin moved
his teaching away from lecturing, a mode implying separation
and superiority, to seeking community — between students
and faculty and among students themselves. This search for
Wooster
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community in class was “emergent,” as he puts it, but finally it
became a conscious goal, as important as the language skills
themselves in creating understanding and in forming otherwise
unlikely relationships.
David grew up in the Hudson Valley of New York, where
his family has deep roots. He has many memories of working
on his grandfather’s farm. He picked fruit, did chores,
unloaded hay from railroad cars (“you should have seen how
fast I was”), and generally enjoyed rural life. He recently
bought thirty-five acres of land in Holmes County, where he
can again enjoy the rural quiet.
Carolyn Durham has taught for many years alongside
David in the French department. She describes him as a
“remarkably reliable and dependable colleague,” a steadying
influence amid the minor crises of departmental life. David is
good at reminding you that
there are various ways of look Wilkin moved his teaching
ing at things, she says. He has
aw ay from lecturing,
great patience with faculty and
a m ode implying
students, but he never dimin
ishes standards.
separation and superiority,
David was active during the
to community building —
makeover of language teaching
at Wooster and elsewhere, mov
between students and
ing from a reading and gram
faculty and am ong
matically analytical approach to
students themselves.
an oral approach. Professor
Frances Guille of the depart
ment (1937-75) experimented with radio and film courses
when David began at Wooster. These new tools emphasized
experiencing the many aspects of French culture: the architec
ture, the patterns of daily life, a sophistication about good food
— and a sense, above all, of what real French sounds like.
Wooster students resented the new approach at first.
French had been one of the easiest foreign languages to read,
but now class required many hours in the language laboratory
listening to and trying to understand spoken French.
Wilkin believes strongly in the cultural usefulness of French
(and other languages) for non-majors. For one thing, the
French influence on the United States is subtle but profound,
in the arts and in intellectual and political patterns of thought.
Founding fathers like Thomas Jefferson greatly respected eigh
teenth-century philosophers such as Montesquieu. Many stu
dents visit France and see for themselves the deep intertwining
of language and culture that David first saw played out in
Montreal. Their efforts at speaking French do not go unno
ticed, says Wilkin, for it amounts to a show of respect to their
host nation; France takes its language seriously indeed. Further,
travelers with even a modicum of French enlarge their pleasure
by speaking to people beyond hoteliers and airline personnel.
On academic leaves in France, Wilkin worked on an edition
of the poet de Magny, on whom he’d done his doctoral disser
tation, and published a piece on him in the Swiss journal
Bibliottque d’Humanisme et Renaissance. (De Magny is a minor
Renaissance poet now best known as a friend of Ronsard).
When he went to Paris, Wilkin brought the whole family — his
wife, Betty, and their two children. The kids took easily to their
French schools. Daughter Rebecca learned to read and write
French before she did English. Another leave was spent in
Toulouse, in southwest France. Again Wilkin worked on de
Magny, who came from Toulouse.
Wilkin became interested in African-Francophone writing
through his association with Pauline Ihrig, a senior professor in
the department. He describes her as “among the broadestminded people I’ve ever known” and a pioneer in African-

Francophone studies. Wilkin picked up the French-African
course in the mid-1980s and has taught it ever since.
In teaching French-African literature, David faced — as in
Montreal — the impact of the Western world on other peoples’
languages and culture. A century of colonization and/or slavery
left its historical mark, he notes. Even in the newly independent
African countries, Western cultural practices such as banks and
industries preserve a Western hold. Thus David feels some
ambiguity about his French-African courses, although he
enjoyed them.
According to Durham, David Wilkin is a sort of departmen
tal historian, his office filled with memorabilia, a French Old
Curiosity Shop. Durham never met Frances Guille, but David’s
shelf makes her feel as if she knows the legendary professor.
Similarly, David has pursued genealogy and created a fami
ly newsletter. His father’s family fled France in 1685 under the
regime of Louis XIV and Cardinal Richilieu and came to New
Rochelle, New York, not far from where David grew up. He
might research town and parish records in western France
some day. In his family’s history, says David, one can see many
currents of the larger American story.
As for the Wilkin offspring, Rebecca holds a Ph.D. in
French from Michigan and teaches at Indiana University. She
met her French husband, Cedric, when she was a Brown
undergraduate studying abroad. They welcomed a baby in July.
Kevin Wilkin ’92 married Stefanie Muntzel ’95 and serves as
artistic director at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church in Paterson,
New Jersey, where his flair for jazz initiatives serves him well.
In the immediate future, David and Betty plan a camping
trip to the Southwest. The Wilkins are avid campers, both in
the States and in Europe. He may continue playing piano;
there’s also an unused cello leaning around the house some
where. He hasn’t given up the edition of de Magny begun in
Toulouse. His most pressing business, though, is getting to
know his first grandchild. |Q
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Laying
a strong
foundation
by Nathan Wilkinson ’00
ooking back on two semesters of leader
ship, community service, and plenty of
fun, Andrea Porter ’05 realizes that she
learned as much about herself in her first
year at Wooster as she did about her course sub
jects. Surprised by how her relationship with her
hallmates awakened in her an interest to be
involved in the community, Porter looks forward
to sharing an on-campus house this fall with
friends who will volunteer at a local assisted-living center.
Porter’s delight with her new life at Wooster is
due, in no small part, to a first-year program in
Armington Hall. “If I hadn’t lived here, I definitely
wouldn’t have made friends the way I did on my
hall,” she says.
More than a quarter of the Class of 2005
began their Wooster experience in Armington’s
renovated rooms and lounges among all first-year
students. Designed to help new college students
adjust more quickly to living away from home,
the Armington program introduced first-years
like Porter to other new students who were look
ing for friends with whom they could study, be
active in the community, and just hang out.
“We were all going through the same things
when we got here,” says Porter. “We didn’t know
how to register for classes, find academic build
ings, or what to do for fun.” Nine upper-class resi
dent assistants gave the Armington first-years
friendly advice and nominated leaders to a coun
cil, where they could decide how to make their
own fun.
Rachel Welty ’03, an Armington resident assis
tant, encouraged Porter to join the first-year
council. Welty and Porter became friends on the
first day of orientation when Welty rounded up
hallmates to carry luggage for Porter, who was
sick with mono.
Only a month later, Porter and the council
put on Quadgames, a series of outdoor events
such as egg tosses, three-legged races, and a pie
eating contest. The following semester, Porter
planned and attended activities for the council,
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Because students’ living experiences are
part of their education the College is offering
new housing options to help first-year
students find like-minded peers.
volunteered time at Wayne County
Children’s Services, and joined the
Alpha Gamma Phi women’s social
club.
As the Class of 2005 enters its sec
ond year at Wooster, administrators
and faculty will continue to observe
how the Armington program shapes
the experiences of first-year students.
And the College will expand its efforts
to help those new students adjust.
One proposal that faculty and
administrators are studying would
create learning communities in which
students in first-year seminar courses
would live together in College houses.
Members of the learning communi
ties would attend classes and evening
lectures together and meet informally
with their professors for dinner or
social events.
Based on the idea that good
beginnings produce good outcomes,
learning communities seek to help
new students quickly form relation
ships with the students and professors
who will be most influential in their
academic pursuits.

“We are trying to promote the
idea that students experience college
as a seamless entity,” says David
Brown, director of residential life and
housing. “In reality, their residence
hall experience is related to and sup
ports the classroom experience.” A
firm believer that students learn the
most important lessons of college in
their living spaces, Brown is excited
about proposals such as the learning
communities. Pointing to the example
of Wooster’s language suites, where
students can opt to live with others
studying a foreign language, Brown
says that dorm rooms should be con
sidered places for learning and not
“just rooms with beds.”
Any housing efforts will come as
part of a plan to eventually reshape
the experiences of every first-year stu
dent. “The idea is to transform stu
dents into lifelong learners and
responsible and engaged citizens,” says
Barbara Hetrick (sociology), chair of
an ad hoc committee on the first-year
experience. “The first-year initiative
will support and challenge students to
Wooster

‘What am I doing in Ohio?’:
How to orient new students
very fall, students like Shoshana Raskas ’05
move into their rooms amid a whirlwind of
activity that involves meeting hallmates, saying
goodbye to parents, attending introductory ses
sions, taking placement exams, and scheduling
classes.
“When I first got here I felt like I didn’t have
any time,” Raskas says. “All I wanted to do was to
organize my room, but with so many orientation
sessions, I was always busy. Later, when I realized
that I was alone, I wondered, ‘What am I doing in
Ohio?’ ”
A first-year sub-committee on orientation
headed by Kurt Holmes, dean of students, is look
ing at ways to reduce new students’ stress level dur
ing orientation while introducing them to their
temporary home at Wooster. Holmes is instituting
a Tuesday night drop-off— “this will get all that
aggravating time over so that on Wednesday morn
ing, students can come (to orientation sessions)
prepared to feel positively about the college.”
Certain rituals such as Convocation, the pipers
marching the new class through the arch, and the
class photo on the steps of Kauke are important for
creating a sense of cohesion among new students.
Holmes says. He is considering creating more tradi
tions, such as having first-years sign a matricula
tion book and attend a box-lunch picnic in the Oak
Grove to bid farewell to parents. — N.W.
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help the transformation and create a
climate of expectancy that first-year
students will take advantage of these
opportunities.”
Faculty and administrators on two
subcommittees are looking at ways to
restructure the residence hall experi
ence throughout the year.
Giving special attention to the
needs of first-year students is not a
new idea. For years Wooster has
devoted housing to
Opposite page:
groups of new stu
Shoshana Raskas,
Andrea Porter,
dents and offered
and Jadrian Lee,
first-year seminar
’05s, outside
courses
to educate
Armington Hall.
them about the
expectations of college classes. The
addition of programs such as learning
communities, which blur the line
between education that happens in
classrooms and the bonding and selfdiscovery within dorms, would repre
sent one more step.
As a residence hall director at
Syracuse University before coming to
Wooster, Brown saw learning commu
nities in action. “There you had stu
dents living together who were not
just in the same first-year seminar or
the same major, but who were also
taking the same writing and science
classes,” he says. A large university like
Syracuse, Brown suspects, was trying
to simulate the living environment of
a small residential college like
Wooster.
Casting the widest net possible to
help first-year students find their
niche also benefits the college.
Students who are satisfied with their
social life and their academic perfor
mance in their first year will most
likely return the following year.
Wooster’s retention rate has risen
from a low of 80 percent to a high of
89 percent since 1996. Though higher
than average for most Great Lakes
College Association institutions, there
is still room for improvement.
“Wooster is always striving to
increase the number of students we
retain from first to second year, as well
as through graduation,” explains
Michael Thompson, director of insti
tutional research. A well-managed
program for all new students could
Summer 2002

simultaneously boost retention rates,
academic performance and student
satisfaction.
Evidence already suggests that the
first-years in the Armington program
are very satisfied with their living
space and the friends they have made.
Eric Felver, director of programming
for residential life and designer of the
council in Armington, recognized the
potential for first-year housing.
“Peers have the most influence on
college students,” says Felver, “so the
shaping of new peer groups can deter
mine a student’s social growth or
affect academic performance from
week to week or even for a whole
year.” This year’s Armington residents,
Felver says, seemed to have more
direction in their lives than most firstyear students. “I saw them in the
council meetings looking like they
had developed more personal identity
and knew who their peer group was.”
For Jadrian Lee ’05, Armington’s
program helped him “do more than
focus on making it through the next
few years. I am preparing myself for
what I will do after Wooster, whether
it is more school or entering the
workforce.”
Coming to Wooster from
Russellville, Tennessee, Lee jumped at
the opportunity to be council chair
when election time came. “It is hard
for me to sit back and watch,” he says.
“I like to take charge a little.” Lee’s
experience as council chair piqued his
interest in other campus organiza
tions. He hopes to join the student
government or continue to plan social
events with the Student Activities
Board this fall. “I’d like to find out
how I fit in with these groups and see
what I can do to contribute.”
Living in the first-year program
has opened other opportunities for
Shoshana Raskas ’05. She joined
Emerging Leaders, a first-year leader
ship program that teaches communi
cation and organization skills. Emily
Leachman, an Armington hall direc
tor, also invited Raskas to Worthy
Questions, a series of discussions
between students and adult mentors
that focused on personal and societal
values. Getting involved in Armington

provided “a great way for me to meet people and
figure out how I wanted to help my community in
the future,” says Raskas. “The program has been a
good way to see what else is out there. People get
involved when someone pushes them.”
In her first year, Raskas discovered new inter
ests and ways to contribute to the community.
This fall she intends to continue volunteering with
Wooster’s recycling services, which she began as a
requirement in her first-year seminar class. She
also wants to join ECOS, the student environmen
tal issues awareness group, and help publicize the
activities of Luce Hall’s Spanish suite.
If the achievements and aspirations of last
year’s Armington residents indicate the program’s
success, so do the recommendations of these
future leaders.
The idea of learning communities appeals to
Lee: “Learning communities can support students
entering college. It could make first-years more
comfortable discussing in class if they were already
talking to each other at home, and that might aid
the professor in teaching.”
Says Porter: “I recommend the first-year pro
gram to new students. I am excited to live with the
same people again. I think that having already
lived on a hall together has provided us with a
good foundation for this coming year.” E&
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Seniors enjoy
taste of success
N C A C title caps fo u r years o f
hard work for talented roster
he 2002 Scots baseball team produced
its best regular season in school histo
ry, including top ranking in the NCAA
Division III for four weeks and the defeat
of Division I power Ohio State University,
9-7. The team’s magical spring campaign
ended, unfortunately, when the top-seeded
Scots dropped their first two games at the
NCAA Mideast regional championship.
“It was an outstanding year with ten
seniors who accomplished a great deal in
their four years,” says head coach Tim
Pettorini. “You always hope that they can
finish on a high note, and I think their
season was a good reflection of all their
hard work.”
The post-season began well for the
Scots as they swept Wittenberg University
in the NCAC semifinals. Wooster then
took two wins out of three games from
Ohio Wesleyan University during a classic
championship series. Led by the seniors
throughout 2002, the Scots owned a 38-4
record going into the NCAAs.
Wooster’s success was due in large part
to its pitching depth, led by Matt
Englander ’02, who became only the sec
ond pitcher in conference history to win
NCAC pitcher-of-the-year honors twice.
Englander was backed up by lefty John

Coppola closes Scots career
arty Coppola '02 finished 12th in
the 3000-meter steeplechase at the
N CAA Division III track and field champi
onships at Macalester College. Coppola,
who also competed in the fall 2000
N CAA cross country championships, was
one of 16 runners in the steeplechase. He
missed top-eight, All-American status by
less than 20 seconds. "(Marty) finished
his four years here on a very positive
note," Scot head cross country and track
coach Dennis Rice said.

M

Yankees' farm team drafts Jared Treadway '02
The New York Yankees picked Jared
Treadway ’02 of Bay Village, Ohio, in the
46th round of Major
League Baseball’s ama
teur draff. Treadway,
the 1,377th pick overall
and the sixth outfielder
taken by the Yankees
this year, was assigned
to play with the Staten
Island Yankees in the
Jared Treadway ’02
Q ass \ New York-Penn
League.
“I’m really happy for him,” says
Fighting Scot head coach Tim Pettorini.
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“He’s worked extremely hard for a long
time, and I think he’s earned it. The
Yankees were interested in him all along.”
A four-time all-conference selection,
Treadway leaves the Scots as one of the
top players in the program’s history.
“Physically, he’s very, very gifted, and
more than anything that’s what scouts
look for,” Pettorini says. “The Yankees are
the cream of the crop. If they want you, it
speaks well of you.”
“It’s nothing I’ve really felt before,”
Treadway says. “Every kid wants the
opportunity to play with the Yankees.”
— H.H.
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Dave Wernecke ’03 greets his teammates at home plate
during the Scots-Buckeyes game at Davis Stadium in
Columbus. Below, pitcher B.J. Thomas ’02.

Werner ’02, the first Scot to receive all
region honors all four seasons. The num
ber three pitcher, lefty Josh Frank ’03,
turned in a tremendous comeback after
undergoing arm
surgery and
spending the
entire 2001 sea
son in rehab.
Other steady con
tributions came
from seniors Nic
Moga, B.J.
Thomas, Jared
Treadway, and
Dan Penberthy as
well as Justin Alaburda and James
Amendola, ’04s, and Chad Lowe ’03.
Offensively, the Scots were paced by
Matt Miller ’04, Jake Frank ’05, and Bill
Daugherty ’02, all of whom earned both
second-team all-region and first-team all
conference honors. Voted NCAC newcom
er of the year, Frank played third base and
belted out thirteen doubles, a league-high
six triples, and five homers.
— Hugh Howard
Wooster
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Grote wins coaching honors
The Intercollegiate Women's
Lacrosse Coaches Association named
Wooster’s head coach Liz Grote as the
2002 Division III coach of the year for
the west region. It is the second time in
Grote’s three years at Wooster that she
has received the honor and comple
ments her second-straight selection as
coach of the year for the North Coast
Athletic Conference.
“This is a well deserved honor for
Liz,” says Bob Malekoff, Wooster athletic
director. “The Wooster lacrosse program
has made tremendous progress under
her leadership, and I’m delighted that
the IWLCA chose to recognize her work
(again).”
Overall, Grote has amassed a 32-18
record at Wooster.
Teammates cheer on
Courtney Anson ’02 at the
start o f a Scots home game.
Below, midfielder Beth
Hemminger ’03 snags the ball

Stickers earn first trip
to NCAA tournament
ooster’s women’s lacrosse team
won its first conference title and
made its first appearance at the NCAA
tournam ent after a school-record 12 vic
tories (12-6) for the spring 2002 season.
The Scots lost a 12-11 heartbreaker to
Cabrini College at the NCAAs to end
their post-season run.
Four players landed first-team hon
ors on both the all-conference and all
region teams. Miriam Esber ’02 of
Oxford, Ohio; Beth Hemminger ’03 and
Megan Kennedy ’03, both of Annapolis,
Maryland; and Nicole Pritchard ’04 of
Wildwood, Missouri, were the Scots’
individual leaders and named to the AllNCAC and All-West Region First Teams.
Esber, now a three-time all-confer
ence selection, capped her career with 37
points coming on 24 goals and 13 assists
this spring. The midfielder was ranked
among national leaders in draw controls
throughout the season, finishing with
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70, and was second on the team in both
caused turnovers (42) and ground balls
(61). Esber wraps up her storied career
with 93 points on 70 goals and 23
assists. She was the West Region’s lone
representative at the Division III
North/South Senior All-Star Game at
Loyola College on June 8.
Hemminger set school records for
points (75) and assists (38) in 2002. She
received first-team recognition on the
all-conference and all-region squads for
the third season in a row. The midfielder
fired in 37 goals. A three-time all-league
selection in women’s soccer as well,
Hemminger was third for the Scots in
ground balls (60). For her career,
Hemminger is the school’s all-time assist
leader (102) and has totaled 215 points.
Kennedy moved from midfield to
attack this year and flourished, totaling
51 points with a team-high 39 goals and
12 assists. She had the most accurate
shot on the squad, finding the back of
the net 45.9 percent of the times she
shot the ball.
Pritchard was the Scots’ top player
on the defensive backfield this spring.
She helped the defense hold the opposi
tion to an average of 7.8 goals.
Additionally, Pritchard picked up 45
ground balls and caused 37 turnovers
while often guarding the opposition’s
top offensive threat.
— H.H.
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Reunion 2002
Photos by Matt Dilyard
The weather more than cooperated
with the organizers of Alumni Weekend,
setting the stage for a sparkling few days
full of reconnecting with friends and catch
ing up with recent changes on campus.
To see more photos from the June 7-9
weekend, visit www.wooster.edu/alumni/
reunion/gallerv3/.

Clockwise from top: Bob Ackerly of La Mesa, California, and Bill McGraw
of Portland, Oregon, ’52s, walk in the Parade of Classes down Memorial
Walkway; a youngster from Camp Woo, the daytime offering for children of
alumni, roots for his favorite class year; Roenna Kamerer Koste ’32 enjoys
the weekend; alums enjoy a picnic in the Oak Grove; a few hardy souls join
athletic director Bob Malekoff (far left) for an early Sunday morning fun
run; reconnecting on the lawn of Gault Alumni Center; and (center) Class
o f '97 friends catch up.
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Eyre comes ‘home’ as alumni director
andra Eyre ’94 returns to her alma
mater this fall as director of alumni
relations and The Wooster Fund. She
succeeds Jeffrey Todd ’83, who left the posi
tion after sixteen years to accept a post at
the University of Arizona last November.
“I am thrilled to be coming back to a
place that feels like home,” says Eyre.
“Wooster was a turning point for me. I was
able to get the personal attention from the
faculty that I could not have gotten else
where, and it really made a difference in my
life.”
That life-changing experience makes
Eyre eager to return. “In any organization
you have to believe in your product,” she
says. “I feel very strongly about what
Wooster produces. 1 look forward to work
ing with our many outstanding alumni
across the country and around the world.”
Eyre spent the past three years as a
director with Tanglewood Development, a
program that provides partial funding for
the summer home of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra and the Tanglewood Music
Center, a summer teaching academy for
undergraduate students. Prior to that, she

S

"I hope to build
on the connections
b e tw ee n alu m n i
and the College
th a t Jeff (Todd)
w o rk e d so h ard to
establish. I am
e a g e r to m eet
alu m n i and
celebrate their
m any
achievem ents."
— Sandy Eyre, shown
ADDRESSING ALUMNI
during

served as individual giving and special
events manager with the New World
Symphony in Miami for three years.
At Wooster, Eyre will coordinate alumni
relations, serve as head of The Wooster
Fund, and be a liaison to and principal staff
support for the Alumni Board.
“Sandy was selected from a very strong

Alumni awards
honor our own
Honors were bestowed during Alumni
Weekend on Lois Black Bing ’31, Maurice
“Ted” Hole ’56, and Ed and Lynne Cherry
McCreight, ’66s, as Distinguished Alumni
Award winners. Mary Lou Chalfant ’42 was
named the John D. McKee Volunteer of the
Year.
After the death of her husband,
optometrist James Bing ’30, in 1945, Lois
Bing went back to school, earned an
optometrist degree in a few short years,
and opened her own practice — work she
continues at age 92. In May she was elected
to the National Optometry Hall of Fame.
Ted Hole built a long and successful
career in oil exploration, including early
work for Texan Roger Stoneburner ’44. In
1975, as chief geologist for the Hunt Oil
Company, his perseverance resulted in the
discovery of a hugely productive oil field
off the coast of Scotland. Hole later created
a consulting business, The Gladstone
Company, from which he is retired.
Ed McCreight is a computer scientist
with Adobe, where he has assisted in the
Summer 2002

A lumni W eekend

field of alumni candidates,” says Sara Patton,
vice president for development. “The com
mittee was impressed by her experience in
events planning, fund raising, and working
with volunteers. Her professional expertise
coupled with her engaging personality and
demonstrated commitment to the College
will serve Wooster’s alumni well.”
— J.F.

Distinguished
Alumni
winners
(from left)
Lois Black
Bing ’31,
Lynne and
Ed McCreight
’66s, and Ted
Hole ’56.

development of software products such as
Adobe Acrobat. Lynn held positions at
SynOptics, now part of Nortel Networks,
in manufacturing operations until her
early retirement in 1996. As volunteers,
the McCreights’ work often draws on their
expertise in com
puters and network
ing. Lynne serves as
a member of the
Board of Trustees.
Former social
studies teacher Mary
Lou Chalfant has
served as an enthu
siastic member of
many reunion comMary Lou Chalfant ’42
mittees, as class

president, and as a member of Wooster’s
Alumni Board.

G if t s of g reat c la ss
The Class of 1952 celebrated its 50th
reunion by presenting a gift of
$1,245,649 to the College at the annual
Alumni Association meeting and awards
assembly on June 8. Portions of the gift
will be used to fund scholarships and to
assist with construction of Bornhuetter
Residence Hall.
The Class of 1977 marked its 25th
reunion with a gift of $52,415 to The
Wooster Fund, more than doubling the
class’s prior year performance.
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Alice Childs Grosjean, Osie Drushel Feusier, and Mary Courtney Bourns, ’27s,
celebrate their 75th reunion.

received loving care from the
home in Goshen, IN, and from her
family. Esther had a lifelong
attachment to Wooster.
It is sad that this debilitating
trouble is overtaking some class
mates; alas, it respects no one.
Margaret Gallagher Coghill is also
affected, according to a letter from
her son, Jeff. She was diagnosed in
1989. Three years ago, Margaret
moved to Atlanta to be near Jeff.
She eventually moved to the
Presbyterian Village.
Jeff says, “My mother raised
my brother and me to believe that
all things good and true come
from the small colleges of Ohio!
We owe a debt to Wooster’s facul
ty, staff, and students.”
I (Elizabeth) wrote a note to
Marg — in hopes that she’d
respond to long ago memories. I
recalled Rollie Roehl ’32 bringing
cherry pies to Evelyn Henshaw
(later Roehl) and our hoisting
them up to the second floor
through a window — after hours,
of course. Marg was a fan of fun
and of any minor mischief!
Does anyone have news of
Blanche Straub Halderman? A
card to her last address in Colum
bia, SC, was returned.
Stan Hoffman has moved to
401 Oakbrook #326, Ann Arbor,
MI 48103, to be near daughter
Jeanette Taber. Jeanette, who
inherited her late mother’s musical
ability, is organist and musical
director of Zion Lutheran Church.
In “reasonably good health,”
Stan still drives and teaches an
occasional adult class. He says,
“Since our class ranks are rapidly
thinning, it behooves those of us
who remain to send an occasional
communication.”
E lizabeth Lapham W ills, Nason
Ctr. Rm. 209, 36859 Ridge Rd.,
Willoughby, OH 44094.1
1 Q

Ray Shamel says he’s
1 recovering from his
stroke. Who will be the first to

30

write to him?
V iola Startzman R obertson , 687

Greenwood Blvd., Wooster, OH
44691-4923, <VSR@aol.com>, and
R ay Shamel , 61 Alcott St., Acton,
MA 01720-5540.
1 Q Q f
I 7 O U

News is awfully
scarce.
R alph G illman , 1256 Lisa Ann Dr.,
Akron, OH 44313.
| Q Q V Those of us who came
/ O / to campus for our
65th reunion carried special mem
ories home. We thank Sharon
Coursey Rice ’90 (alumni rela
tions) for honoring our requests
for no steps, trays, or bleachers.
Our class events began with
the All-Scots dinner Friday
evening at the Westminster
Church House. The following
attended: Myra Schweininger
Carpenter; Winkie and Tom
Foster; Ray and Esther Amstutz
Edeburn; Norvin Hein and his
sister, Katherine Edwards; Carolyn
and Mark Kendall and their
grandson; Dorothy Johnson
Knight and her son, Lyman III,
and grandson, Nicholas Goffee ’02;
Helen Alber Leibert; Bea and Paul
March; Robert McCalmon; Hill
’34 and Mim Siegfried McDonald
and their son, Marll ’64; Kay
Huston Recker; Earl ’39 and Ruth
Lyle Relph; Louise and Lawson
Stoneburner; Betsy and Wesley
Stoneburner; and the Van Bolts
and our son, John ’68. Our recep
tion afterwards was held at the
Gault Admissions Center.
The next morning, Bob
Andrews joined us at the Shack
for breakfast. Then came the
Parade of Classes (we were third in
line!), followed by the Alumni
Association meeting.
Before lunch, Tom Foster
offered a prayer, said his good
byes, and returned to Loveland.
There he received the Alumnus of
the Year Award for Outstanding
Lifetime Achievement at Terrace

Park (Ohio) High School.
Our class luncheon was in the
Timken Science Library (our “old”
library, now with an elevator). We
were joined there by Jo Miller
Budde and her son, Jay, and Mitch
Young Mills and her daughter,
Barbara Mills Horcha ’68.
After lunch, Thomas Falkner
(classics, now acting vice president
for academic affairs) spoke about
the role of Howard Lowry ’23
(English, former College presi
dent) in developing Independent
Study. Several classmates shared
their memories of Dr. Lowry.
Then Clinton Braganza ’03
from Tanzania expressed his grati
tude for help from the Class of
1937 Financial Emergency Fund.
The assistance enabled him to
remain at the College. (The fund’s
principal has topped $81,000, and
you can add to it anytime. It’s a
thoughtful way to honor a class
mate.)
Paul and Bea March drove all
the way to Wooster from Seattle.
And Betsy and Wes Stoneburner
drove from Lookout Mountain,
TN, to Greenville, SC, to pick up
Lawson and Louise Stoneburner
and get them to campus.
New addresses: Reach Esther
Swift at the Inman Boarding
Home, 20 N. Pleasant Dr., East
Palestine, OH 44413. Ruth
Rifenberick Suter has moved from
Florida to Rydal Park, 1515 The
Fairway, Rydal, PA 19046 and
occasionally sees Betty Panetta.
We (the Van Bolts) begin our
next term as secretaries with this
quote from Art Sadler: “It’s strange
how each of us exists for the oth
ers in the framework of what now
seems a short four years — onefifth then of our existence. Though
each of us now possesses a vast
other life, those four short years
stand out in great detail.”
R oger and M artha T ilock Van
B olt, 2020 Glendale Ave., Flint, MI
48503-2111, phone (810) 233-5107,
<rvbmvb@tir. com>.
I 0 O (

Emily Smith Fish
I tells us of the death of
Alice Lee Hsia (see Obituaries). A
letter from Alice’s husband told of
her death and talked of how much
she loved Wooster.
We remember Alice as the lit
tle girl from China who loved

Wooster but hated American food.
She moved off campus and did her
own cooking. Alice married C. K.
Hsia, who had an advanced degree
from the U of Michigan.
They went back to China in
spite of the unrest at the time. The
Hsias suffered a great deal during
the war years. Afterwards, with five
children, they settled in Shanghai.
Delightful and fun-filled con
versations with three classmates
give me (Louise) a bit of good
news to report.
Jeanne Lyle Kate has a new
great-grandchild, which makes
three. She still travels a great deal
and enjoys it.
Margie Bowser Rose planned
to go to her oldest grandchild’s
graduation in Philadelphia, where
she studied industrial design.
Margie is active in her church and
enjoys the company of son Jon
and his wife, who live in Wooster.
Margie and I (Louise) agree
that we wouldn’t want to be with
out our dogs. Margie’s is Buddy, a
Schnauzer; mine is Shelley, a
Cocker Spaniel.
Liz Kintzing Beck is happy in
Friendship Village in Pittsburgh.
Miriam Trautman also lives there.
Liz is still involved in many out
side activities. Her entire family
came to a wonderful Christmas
celebration in Lynchburg, VA —
three sons, their wives, and four
grandchildren. One granddaughter
is an attorney, another a civil engi
neer.
The write-up on page 64 of
Wooster (Spring 2002) reminded
me of the two years that we all had
in Hoover in the early 1930s. (In
our sophomore year, the freshmen
were assigned to the new Babcock
Hall, and we stayed in Hoover.)
Do you remember waiting in
the parlor for the doors to be
opened? Marcy Riddle Wray
played the piano for us — “I’ll be
Down To Get You in a Taxi,
Honey,” etc. Who recalls assigned
seats, handsome senior waiters, the
proper dress, waiting until the
housemother stood up to be
excused from the dining room?
Share your memories with us
in this column.
Louise H arris Southard , 4143
Hilldale Ave., Memphis, TN 381171627, <louise-southard@juno.
com>.
Wooster
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1 O Q 0 w ^lat s the latest fro 111
I / 0 # the ’39ers? We’d love
to hear from you.
S a r a r u t h M o h u n d r o G rim es, 6

Branding Iron Ln., Palos Verdes, CA
90274-2501.
1 0 /
You will be sorry to
T
learn that Helen
Sproul Halbeck’s husband,
Charles, died in Quincy, IL, on
April 7, 2001. Helen and Chuck
lived in various places during their
53-year marriage but made
Quincy their retirement home.
Besides Helen, Chuck is survived
by twin sons, both doctors, their
wives, and five grandchildren.
Doris Wilson Blanchard
writes, “The alumni reunion at my
alma mater, Central Institute for
the Deaf, was well attended and
enjoyable. Having graduated from
the eighth grade there in 1932,1
found only five others in my gen
eration. But it was nice to see and
get to know the younger alumni
along with those I have known
over the years.”
Ever busy, Doris continues to
enjoy traveling. Last spring she
went to Hong Kong to visit her
niece, Vicki Miles Yuen ’70, and
her family. In May Doris visited a
friend in Australia and then joined
a tour group. They traveled
through eastern Australia, an area
that Doris found to be much like
the U.S.
Last July Doris and two
friends joined 23 others and visit
ed Poland, the Czech Republic,
and Hungary. Doris learned much
of the fascinating history of these
countries and feels that they made
an amazing recovery from WWII
and its aftermath. In December
Doris took a trip to Thailand,
Malaysia, and Singapore with her
sister, Jay Wilson George ’50.
Eleanor Bentley Gilbert and
her husband. Bob, still enjoy their
retirement complex in Largo, FL.
Eleanor had knee replacement sur
gery last year. It was so successful
that she plans to have the second
knee attended to as well, but she
>sn’t looking forward to it.
F lo re n c e D u n b a r K e rr, 52 Ranch
Rd„ Willoughby, OH 44094-5646,
<fkerr02@msn.com>, and F rank
T hatcher , 717 Maiden Choice Ln.
#622, Baltimore, MD 21228-6175.
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How old is old?
Nearly all of us are in
our 80s. At birth we began to age,
and the process has never quit.
Not long ago, however, gerontolo
gists latched onto the idea that we
have three different ages all at
once: chronological age, reckoned
in years; biological age, determined
by physical and mental health; and
psychological age, however old or
young we feel, think, and act.
This column muses on all
aspects of age, reflecting on our
80-plus years, our physical and
mental fitness, and not least, our
departed youth, when we sang
those unlyrical words, “when life’s
but at the start.”
Pete ’42 and Marilynn
Johnston Gruber took a winter
break from Binghamton, NY. In
Florida they mingled with a bunch
of energetic young folk interested,
as the Grubers are, in Scottish
country dancing (not to be con
fused with the Highland Fling).
“After two hours,” Pete admits,
“I quit.” The Grubers are still
absorbed in drama, “even the
darker side of comedy.” Which
raises the question, “How comic
does the dark side get?”
“Alfie” Gabriel Campbell’s life
brims with activity. In one week of
mortal time, she attended a League
of Women Voters meeting and a
wellness dinner, and took part in
events during India Week on the
Wooster campus. Those festivities
included a curry, chutney, and rice
dinner, skits, music, and authentic
Indian dancing.
The following week, Alfie met
with a group from Thailand that
was on a goodwill tour. She also
traveled to Hilliard, Ohio, for the
60th wedding anniversary of
Francis “Frenchie” and Joan
Campbell Browne.
The Brownes were missionar
ies in India for 20 years and then
served three pastorates in the
States. They now live at 8201
Christian Ct. Apartments No. 336,
Louisville, KY 40222, close to their
son, Will, who works at the Pres
byterian Church (USA) headquar
ters. Joan, an elder, serves on the
presbytery committee that exam
ines candidates for the ministry,
among other things.
Dean Mordhorst retired from
the ministry and lives in Eugene,

OR. He has recovered from heart
surgery. Dean owns a flourishing
apple orchard with special vari
eties, a second career that keeps
him occupied.
In college days, Mary “Willie”
Wilcox Hughes belonged to the
Trumps social club, along with
Margie Ellis, Dottie Blessman
Houghton, Jean Carroll Scott,
Betty Dodds, Janet Roby Kerr,
and 17 others.
Willie also was active in
women’s athletics, and she loves to
dance. But she now must cut down
on strenuous exercise. Her head
and heart may tempt her to swing
and sway, but her legs and knees
creak out the song “I won’t dance,
why should I?”
Bob and Doris Bennett
Haring had their 58th wedding
anniversary in September. Ready
to celebrate in Cleveland, they
heard a news flash from New York.
The date was Sept. 11. “We did not
go out and celebrate,” Bob recalls,
“but stayed home and watched the
tragedy unfold.”
J eanne Simmons B rand , 7093
Village Dr., Mason, OH 450409249, and Jim B lackwood , Sunnyside Village, 5110 Grebel PI,
Sarasota, FL 34232.
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Ruth Lamborn
Silverthorn spent
time with son Andrew in Austin,
TX, following a heart attack. Ruth’s
other son, Steven, teaches English
to students and business leaders in
Shanghai, China. Ruth’s daughters
are also busy. Diane keeps home
for her husband and sons in
Morgan Hill, CA. Libbie is a CPA
with Merrill Lynch in NYC and
keeps home for her husband,
daughter, and son. Ruth sends
greetings to everyone.
A fan sent us reflections by
Ruthmary Woolf Cohen on reach
ing her “milestone birthday” last
year. Her big gift was a computer!
After a few lessons, Ruthmary says,
“I achieved my initial goal — to
feel comfortable using the word
processor for writing. My comput
er and I are finally ‘friends’.”
Ruthmary remembers cele
brating her 21st birthday at
Wooster: “My friends gave me a
surprise party, including presents
and favors from my parents.”
We had a very special 60th

reunion. Thirty classmates and
many spouses came, some from far
away, including: Tom Crow, Rod
and Tillie Walker ’43 MacDonald,
Charles and Margie Hall Ridge,
Scotty and Lynn Lincoln ’43
Halkett, all from Massachusetts;
Olivia Judson Bryan and Glenn
’43 from Delaware; Dorothy
Robins Mowry from Maryland;
Erdine Maxwell Mellert from
North Carolina; Gerald Stryker
from Virginia; and Dick Garton
and Janet from New Mexico.
We missed all of you who
could not be there.
Barbie Sharp hosted a recep
tion for us at her home. Though
her husband, Bill Sharp, has been
gone for several years, Barbie keeps
up with us. It was a great evening.
Mary Lou Chalfant received
an alumni award as did Martha
McCreight Rowand’s nephew and
his wife, Edward and Lynne
Cherry McCreight, ’66s. (See page
27.)
C elia R etzler G ates, 1446 Belle
vue, Wooster, OH 44691, <rlgcmg
@sssnet. com>.
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I * We are all in various
:
stages of health and
activity these days, from Jane
Rogers Tonero, who still teaches
Japanese, to Pris Hughes
Sommers, who has Alzheimer’s.
More about the Sommerses later.
Jane not only teaches but also
attends a number of classes. She
volunteers for United Way and
Literacy Volunteers and belongs to
the wellness research forum of
Coventry Carelink and Swim Inc.
Jane starts every day with exercises
and meditation and a walk with
her 98-lb. Doberman. She also
swims laps and does weight train
ing. Jane doubts that she’ll make
her seventh trip to Japan, though.
She keeps in touch and is currently
editing an M.I.T. postdoctoral the
sis for a Japanese friend.
A few years ago, after working
on her geneaology, Jane made an
exciting trip into Pennsylvania and
found the stone house that a
Rogers ancestor (eight generations
back) had built. After coming to
America in 1697, for three years
this man lived in a cave along the
French Creek near Phoenixville,
PA (all documented in tax and
Quaker records).
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Jane plans to remain in the
“mountain house” that she and
her husband designed and built
more than 40 years ago. It’s
remarkably maintenance free, con
sisting entirely of glass, stone, and
wood. Her address is P.O. Box 292,
Martinsville, NJ 00836. Woosterites are always welcome.
Another ’43er with Japanese
interests is Don Hoff. Since retire
ment in 1980, life has been good to
Don and his wife, Mary. They have
enjoyed many Elderhostel experi
ences. Don taught conversational
English at churches in Japan
(1980-81, 1987-’89).
In 1999 the Hoffs sold their
residence of 40 years and moved to
a home in a senior community in
Paso Robles, CA, near one of their
daughters. Don is clerk of session,
sings in the choir, and leads dis
cussions in the men’s ministry at
the First Presbyterian Church of
Templeton.
“Vicarious involvement in the
truly notable achievements of our
children and grandchildren,”
writes Don, “is a wonderful bless
ing,” compounded by “the strong
bonds of love that keep our wide
spread family a viable unit.”
As with many of us, Don and
Mary report “close contact with a
variety of medical specialists,” but
they’re both still “up and about.”
As the only driver in the family,
Don’s well acquainted with the
locations of supermarkets, WalMart, Home Depot, etc.
He and Mary often seek out
low-cost cafes and restaurants.
Don says their best application of
Eonomics 101 is in “the split-meal
theory.” He reports with authority,
“No longer hypothesis but fact:
half of a three-egg omelet is fully
satisfying for any decent appetite
and clearly less expensive.”
We heartily agree. Les and I
(Ida) go to the cafeteria associated
with our complex for our main
meal every day and almost always
split it.
Mary Ann Riddle Simon and
husband Bob are on their third RV
at least. You’ll remember reading
in a previous column that one was
badly damaged. Mary Ann’s latest
letter says that their RV, “Pursuit,”
got hung up on some rocks, tear
ing the fiberglass exterior.
Now the Simons have a new
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Winnebago, “Brave.” They’re on
the go all the time. A favorite place
is Anza-Borrego where they search
for wildflowers. One half-mile
stretch was thick with desert lilies,
“a very special treat,” Mary Ann
says.
Finally, Mary Ann says, “Bob
and I get around despite some
octogenarian problems. We work
out with a wonderful trainer to
keep upright and running — like
the Duracell bunny.”
Back to the Sommerses.
Chuck says that Pris does recog
nize and enjoy family and friends.
But it’s a far cry from the active life
she once knew: singing, teaching
voice, and founding Cranbrook
Hospice. After seven years with
Cranbrook, she became spiritual
director at the Karmanos Cancer
Institute.
Chuck and Pris visit their
daughters, one in New Jersey and
the other in Kansas City, MO. This
past winter they went to Naples,
FL. While traveling, Pris sings
along with tapes of hymns and
songs. Chuck and Pris have always
loved music. Some special
moments from their overseas trav
eling days included attending
opera productions in Europe.
Chuck retired from the First
Presbyterian Church of Birming
ham, MI, in 1989 and returned
two different times to work in pas
toral care and finally to head the
church’s foundation program.
Now he is Pris’s primary caregiver.
They have very caring and atten
tive sons and their families living
nearby.
Tom ’42 and Jean Stratton
Perkins live near the Sommerses
and are still close friends. Jean and
Pris roomed together all through
college.
I da Snodgrass A rthurton , 1111
Johnsarbor Dr. W., Rochester, NY
14620-3637.
1 Q A A Some good guys
" I TT wrote to let us know
that they are still around and oper
ating. They include: Ben Kline —
“I am still functioning at
Columbia Seminary and in the
Greater Atlanta Presbytery as a
teacher and on-call adviser,” and
Bill and Helen Hibbs Bingaman
— “No action to report.”
The Bingamans are very

proud of their granddaughter,
Mindy Horst ’05. Mindy says it’s
great to be the third generation at
Wooster.
Bob Brown adds one more email address to our class list,
<rbrown@mymailstation.com>.
Bob Jolmson has been travel
ing and pursuing his hobby of bird
watching again. He took an
Elderhostel trip to Cuernavaca,
Mexico, to study Spanish at the
Centro Bilingue — six hours a day
of classes plus homework. He says
he learned a lot, though he still
doesn’t consider himself fluent in
Spanish.
On a birding trip to Ecuador,
Bob saw 263 different species and
added 171 new ones to his world
list. He was on top of his garden
ing this spring and keeps up with
volunteer and committee work.
But mostly, he says, he’s happy to
stay in his house in the woods.
We’re happy to know you’re there,
too, Bob.
Sadly, we report the death of
Helen Fruend Grossman ’45, on
Jan. 14. Although Helen was offi
cially in the Wooster Class of 1945,
she graduated in Oct. 1944 shortly
after marrying Glenn.
When recovering from polio
in 1955, Helen and Glenn took a
family camping trip. Every
Thanksgiving since, she enjoyed
primitive camping conditions,
cooking the turkey in the ground
and singing into the night with
friends.
What a pleasure it was for me
(Anne) to visit with A1 Spreng and
his wife, Wealthy. It was much too
brief, though, to do justice to the
many years (probably 50, except
for a brief alumni reunion) that
have passed since we last saw one
another.
The Sprengs were in Houston
for a convention and to visit with
Wealthy’s sister, Val. A1 and my
deceased husband, Elgin Deidrick,
were fellow geologists at Wooster
and in graduate school at the U of
Kansas. A1 has retired as a profes
sor at Rolla School of Mines but
still keeps a finger in his beloved
profession.
Marian Floyd Francis tells of
her and Charles’s 50th anniversary
celebration in Chardon, Ohio.
Attending were Bob and Doris
Bennett Haring, ’41s, and Harry

’43 and Ginnie Lee ’42 Bigelow.
Harry gave a toast.
Marian keeps active in several
groups, and Charles is finance
chair at their Presbyterian church.
The Francises went to Myrtle
Beach, SC, in the spring and
Kennebunk, ME, in the summer.
Male Call this issue went to
Bob and Betsy Warner Thomas.
When I (Russ) caught them, they
were getting ready to watch
Katherine “Kate” Thomas ’02
graduate. She’s the daughter of the
Thomases’ son and daughter-inlaw, Roy H. and Libby Price
Thomas, ’75s.
Kate is the second fifth-gener
ation Woosterite in the family, the
first being Mary Thomas South
’96. Two more Wooster Thomases
are coming up, Sarah Elizabeth ’05
and William ’04.
That’s not the only prideengendering event for Betsy and
Bob. Their son, John ’69, was
inducted as president of the Ohio
State Medical Association.
The Thomases are both doing
well personally. Bob zips around
these days in a red electric cart that
they call his Cadillac. Gotta watch
those tight turns. Bob.
Don and Marilyn Coates con
tinue to be as busy in Florida —
concerts, symphonies, plays,
Tampa Bay cruises, and visits from
friends and family. Among recent
visitors were Jim Smucker and his
wife, Onieta. The friendship
between Jim and Don goes all the
way back to high school. And
they’ve stayed in touch throughout
the intervening years.
When I (Russ) asked what
they’d like to do, Don said (can
you believe this?), “I’d like more
time to travel more places, see
more things, and learn more of
our beautiful world.”
Jim Smucker now coordinates
an emergency preparedness pro
gram for a community of 1,200
seniors. Their goal is to be pre
pared for possible major or minor
disasters, fire, earthquake, or vol
canic eruption. They are located
only about 40 miles from Mt.
Rainier.
I (Russ) made the mistake of
sending John Bender a good joke.
John was drinking a Coke when it
arrived and spilled it on his key
board (true story) — killed it
Wooster
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dead. After much time and energy,
he has it up and running.
So if you send John any jokes,
make sure they’re not very funny.
John’s rotator cuff has eased,
and he has begun preparing for
the Senior Games in Indiana. With
a little luck, he’ll qualify in one or
more events for the nationals the
following year. His odds on mak
ing a good showing then should be
pretty attractive. He’ll enter the 8084-year-old competitive category.
Rumor has it that A1 Linnell
will have a big party for his 80th
birthday. A1 and wife Ann headed
east in June for graduations of
grandchildren and a visit with Al’s
sister and brother-in-law, Rachel
Linnell ’40 and J.C. ’41 Wynn.
Anne M elone D eidrick , 342
Wycliffe Dr., Houston, TX 770797131, <doft@juno.com>, and
R ussell H aley, 286 Medford Leas,
Medford, NJ 08055, <russh@locke.
ceil. org>.
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Grateful for relatively
good health, Marian
and Sam Ronsheim still live in
Dansville, NY, where the deer, fox,
and wild turkeys roam. They
attended the weddings of a grand
daughter, first in Kenya and then
in Quebec.
Harry, the husband of Nancy
Helm Hueston, sends word of
Nancy’s passing on Feb. 22. She
was ill for seven months with
endophelioma. Nancy was a very
special and vivacious person —
full of fun and energy. We all miss
her.
A letter went out about a pos
sible mini-reunion on campus
during Homecoming Weekend,
Oct. 25-27. Please return your
reply card if you’ve not done so.
We are all so sorry that our
class secretary, Virginia Kroehle
Wengatz, suffered a stroke. She is
in a skilled nursing facility close to
home, where her husband, Norm,
can visit often. Our prayers and
good wishes are with you, Gina.
Norm asked me (Margaret
Shreve Reiman) if I would help
with class notes. So — temporarily
— I consented. Gina has been our
class secretary forever and still is.
But for now, send your news to me
or to Norm, who will forward it.
M a r g a r e t S h re v e Reiman, 1860
Burbank Rd., Wooster, OH 44691Summer 2002

O ff the Shelf: Recent Alumni Books
The subjects of books by
Wooster alumni run the gamut
from mosses to Mendelssohn
and beyond. Here are a smat
tering of recent publications to
pique your interest. Others
appear throughout class notes.
Ostrich racing, coach
W oody Hayes, artificial turf,
flagpole sitting — Bob August
'43 tackles these subjects and
more in Fun and Games: Four
Decades o f the Best o f Bob
August (Moonlight Publishing).
These musings from August's
Cleveland Press sports columns
detail sundry episodes spanning
"a shocking number of years,"
he says. The humorous presenta
tion makes for fun reading even
if you're not a sports fan.
Nina Gordon Crain '81
takes a unique approach to a
more serious subject — special
needs children — in A Womb
With a View (London Roads).
Gordon Crain bases the book
on her own experience as the
mother of Olivia, born with
esophageal atresia. Subtitled A
conversation between an expec
tant mother and her unborn
child, the work expresses the
thoughts of the child as well as
the mother. The text includes
selections from Gordon Crain's
journal of Olivia's first year. The
author hopes to "point out the
positive side of embracing a
special needs child and the sur
prising gifts we receive."
Have you ever photo
graphed mosses under a micro
scope? Nancy Gopel Malcolm
'5 9 and husband Bill have, and
they published the results in
Mosses and Other Bryophytes:
An Illustrated Glossary (MicroOptics Press). In addition to pre
senting color photographs and
drawings, the book defines
terms that pertain to the scientific
study of mosses and their rela
tives, liverworts and hornworts.
Designed and illustrated by the
Malcolms, the work celebrates
the diversity of bryophytes.
Judson Rosebush '69 of
New York City has written The
Computer Animator's Technical
Handbook (Morgan Kaufmann).
The product of a lifetime of work
in the field, the book focuses on

techniques for creating animated
action and bridges traditional
and computational methods.
The first novel by Shelley
Pearsall '89, Trouble Don't
Last (Knopf, see cover, right),
tells the gripping story of
two runaway slaves. A t age
11, Samuel would rather
stay on the plantation.
Though he often finds
himself in trouble there,
it's familiar. But Harrison, who
has raised the boy, has other
plans.
Trouble follows the two
through the woods and fields of
Kentucky, northward across the
river, and through Ohio. A solid
fictional introduction to the
Underground Railroad for
young people, Pearsall's book
offers a good read for all ages.
For the would-be nature
explorer, Tom Maxwell '47
offers Hiking in W ildwood
Regional Park: Natural History,
Folklore and Trail Guide (Cali
fornia Lutheran University). W ith
illustrations, maps, and a bibli
ography, this is more than a
simple guidebook. Maxwell
includes historical background
and legend, notes hiking trails,
and offers identification clues for
flora and fauna. The author
leads nature hikes near Thou
sand Oaks, California.
Enough Money! How to
Create and Manage Financial
Success in Your Life (XLibris) dis
tills much of what financial plan
ner Richard Vodra '69 learned
in his career. The author's broth
er, Larry Vodra '61, comments,
"It's a light read, not a financial
tome, but contains a lot of com
mon sense." Enough Money!
covers career development,
insurance, and retirement plan
ning, among other topics.
Is there anything you want
to know about the composer,
Felix Mendelssohn? Check out
The Mendelssohn Companion
(Greenwood), an 800-page vol
ume edited by Douglass Seaton
'71, who teaches at Florida
State University. Seaton ana
lyzes the composer's life and
work, lists his compositions,
and includes reviews from the
era. —Jimmy Wilkinson Meyer

2170, and
V irginia
K roehle
W engatz, 7450 W.

130th St.,
1Cleveland, OH
44130-5707.
Only one
year ago,
many of us reunited on campus to
celebrate 55 years since gradua
tion. We are saddened by the loss
of classmates who have passed on
since our last two reunions. The
countdown to our 60th in 2006
has begun.
David Redding has published
the second volume in his series,
“He Never Spoke Without a
Parable.” This book is titled Your
Father (Starborne House, 2001).
Paraphrasing and interpreting the
parables of Jesus in down-to-earth
language, David makes the time
less teachings accessible to modern
Christians.
Joanne Bender Regenhardt,
who lives in La Jolla, CA, shares
her excitement about her book of
poetry which has just been pub
lished. It “was officially online in
the middle of Dec. 2001,” she
reports. Joanne has been a closet
poet since college days.
For the book, she gives credit
to her sister, who encouraged her
to share her work. “With help
from a wonderful editor and
graphic artist who did the cover,
the book was launched.” Check it
out at <www.trafford.com/robots/
01-360.html>.
Joanne encourages any class
mates who may have a “book up
their sleeves” to look into ondemand publishing.
Joanne has had phone conver
sations this spring with two
Babcock roommates. Jerry and
Jeanne Washabugh Nemec were
visiting in the sunny climes of
Florida. Jeanne’s family is scattered
across central Europe. She and
Jerry have homes in Geneva,
Switzerland, and Prague, Czech
Republic, and enjoy Florida during
the winter.
Joanne also spoke with Cary
March Ormond and her husband,
David. They spend winters in
Spring Valley, AZ.
In late March, I (Arol)
received a letter from Hassan

19 4 6
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The wedding o f Jennifer Belmont ’91 and David Hansen, Oct. 13, 2001. (Back row, left to r) Marian Cropp
(alumni relations), George Browne '63, Mary Behling Browne ’62, Karl Bekeny '99, Gayle Marcin Wall
’91, Kelley Howell '93, Kelli Holmes Putney, Paula Bekeny Putney, '91s, Don Van Cleef’51, Mina Ramage
Van Cleef’53, Mark Braunsdorf, Kevin Cropp, '93s, Patty Grassman '84, Brian Limkemann '91, Christina
Feoll '93; (Front) Valerie Nay Thomas '91, bride, groom, Amanda Kriska '00, Fiorella Simoni '91.

Kajeh-Nouri ’47, thanking me for
my note of sympathy on the death
of his wife, Mildred Moore
Khajeh-Nouri, last September.
Because of the strained relations
between our two countries, Hassan
endures numerous problems and
restrictions whenever he visits the
U.S. He hoped to return to see his
children, James and Nancy, in
Florida and to attend Alumni
Weekend in June.
If any ’46ers are in Iran, look
up Hassan at: (home) Shahrak
Ghods, Homozan Ave., Sadi Tower
Apt. A5-5, Tehran 14667 Iran; or
(office) Khoshkeh and Fouland,
S.A. (privee) 1022 Ave. KhayamBohler Bldg., Tehran 11144 Iran.
Remember when the College
began the Navy cadet pre-flight
training program for potential
Navy fliers in 1943-44? During the
winter of 1943, we freshman girls
who resided in Hoover Cottage
were forced to vacate and move to
Holden Annex to finish the year.
The second group of fliers to
arrive took over Kenarden.
One was a young cadet named
Roy T. Janiec. This past spring, I
(Arol) got acquainted with Roy’s
son, a Navy flier who was singing
bass in the San Diego Master
Chorale. During our conversa
tions, it came to light that his
father had gone to the College as a
cadet in that training program.
I met Commander Janiec
(retired) in March after a choral
concert, and we covered a long
period of time in a few minutes. I
encouraged him to write to the
College and share some of his
experiences. If any of you knew
him during 1944 and would like to
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contact him, please let me know,
and I will share his address. See the
article entitled “Cadets on
Campus” on page 64 of the
Summer 2000 issue of Wooster,
which refers to the I.S. project of
Margaret Pett ’00.
I still sing in the master
chorale and arrange travel for
friends on an independent basis.
Since heart surgery in 2001,1 have
been fine. Now, with a pacemaker,
I’m wired and raring to go!
Arol N oble Escamilla, 4974
Dafter Dr., San Diego, CA 921021362, phone/fax (619) 262-2128.
| Q /k ' First, news since the
T"
last column. Helen
Willier Disser and Bill were in the
air, as usual, for numerous trips to
fly-ins and to visit daughter
Barbara in Portland, OR. They also
cruised four of the Great Lakes.
We regret to share that
Dorothy Bryce Schwob died on
Easter Sunday, Mar. 31. Dotty had
lived in Bern, Switzerland, for
many years.
Jim Grifone writes from
California that Harry Mustin now
lives in Solon, Ohio.
Note Tom Maxwell’s news on
page 33. Reach him at <tmaxwell@
robles.clunet.edu>. A trip to Wis
consin kept the Maxwells from
reunion.
Norma Wolcott Van der
Meulen gladly escaped to Portland
in April. Her 40-story apartment
building in Chicago was being
repaired — outside of her bed
room windows. “Sometimes I
brave the dust that blows in and
hand the workers cookies. Other
times, if the blinds are open, they

peek in and smile. But, oh, the
noise and dust!”
Gloria Heym plans to catch
up over the phone with a class
mate who could not get to the
55th reunion.
There’s much reunion news to
share; watch for more in the fall.
“Everyone is still fun and
unchanged,” observes Julia Carson
Condit about the Class of ’47. At
our class picnic on the Compton
patio, class president Paul Weimer
announced the need for a new
president, “someone who will be
living in 2007,” he intoned. Vivian
Douglas Smith agreed to accept
the honor.
Vivian rose for her campaign
speech, “I just wanted you to know
that my mother died this spring at
age 95!” Cheers followed and
laughter as Don Swegan and
Bunny Eberling Beek’s husband,
Allan, told some very funny jokes.
I (Cornelia “Cornie”) still am
secretary, but Dede Bender Seaton
has agreed to assist if needed. Now
hear this: I will no longer send out
cards reminding you to write.
Instead I will list in this column
the names of people from whom
we’d like to hear. Answer by mail
or e-mail (to my daughter’s e-mail
address, below). Everyone will see
your name and know if you don’t
respond.
So, if your name appears in
this column and you missed the
reunion, we will look for news
from you by Aug. 4. Of course, I
always welcome any and all letters.
During the picnic, everyone
wrote a note about themselves and
one to a person who was missing.
Here are some excerpts. To Jo

Bowman Ashmore from Rhoe
Benson, “We’d love to see you at
our 60th.” To Myra Vandersall
Siegenthaler from Liz Ann Jacobs
Atkins, “We re-met in Cambridge,
MA. It was nice to get to know you
a bit 55 years later.”
Livy De Pastina Bernabei says
in memory of Hank Rutledge,
“He’s missed. Hank served us well
as class president and friend.”
To Maneeta Shaffer
Heckathorne and Jean Kelty
Stoneburner from Jane Bolinger
Hamilton, “We miss you very
much.” Joan Soderburg
Vandersall adds, “It’s just not the
same without you, Maneeta.”
Don Swegan and Paul
Weimer wrote to Sam Bell. From
Don, “I think of you often as I
read about your good work. Hope
to see you some day.” Paul says,
“You are still my number one
among the Distinguished Alumni
of Wooster.”
Ron Seaton hopes that Ev and
Martha Stoll ’49 Ballard are well.
Larry Gabriel says to Dale
Blocher, “Come to the 60th and
see how we’ve all changed.”
“Where were you, Mim
Alden?” asks Marion St. John
Graham. On a similar note, Ann
Haggerty MacPherson says to
Don and Pepper Fluke, “Wish you
were in our reunion photo.” Ann
also wants to let Marty Brosius
Downie know that she was
missed.
To Connie Wallett Ades, Alice
Ryba Thurber, Jo Ashmore, Viv
Tuck Smith, and Patty McKee
Lane-Lampl from Beegee
Guinther Budd, “Having great
times and lots of laughs!”
And Peg Douglass Darrow
says to Betty Marker Granicher,
“You missed a memorable
reunion, and we missed you.”
Clare Robinson Walker sends
“heartiest wishes” from all to those
unable to attend the 55th. She
made me promise to quote her,
“We are glad that Cornie will con
tinue as secretary. Our column
outranks the rest!”
C ornelia Lybarger N euswanger,

32148 Hwy. 34, Wray, CO 80758,
<dwykoff@co. larimer.co. us>.
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A reporter for the
■ U Roanoke Times and
World News cornered Mai and
Wooster
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Jean Malkin Boggs in their local
Hollywood Video store to include
them in an article about people’s
Saturday night activities. The cou
ple said they often rent a four- or
five-star movie on Saturdays after
a nice dinner out.
Armed with the Blockbuster
Entertainment Guide to Movies and
Videos, Jean came prepared to
make the evening’s selection. Mai
told the reporter, “She does a bet
ter job.” After a little negotiation,
they settled on a Western, Two
Mules for Sister Sara.
In April the Santa Maria
Times noted the public service of
class secretary Betsy Cowles
Sprenkle, who stepped down that
month from her position as direc
tor of the Nipomo Literacy Center.
The center’s new director called
Betsy “a wonderful, lovely lady,
faithful and a good mentor.”
Betsy helped found the litera
cy program, the only one in
Nipomo, and led it for 15 years.
Those days are far from over —
she’ll continue to tutor Spanish
speaking residents in English twice
a week “as long as I’m able.”
Our class president, Thelma
“Tem” Coleman Peterle, is making
plans for our 55th reunion, the
first weekend in June 2003. She
reports that our savings account
has grown and our endowed
scholarship fund stands at
$122,871.25.
During the 2000-01 academic
year, the scholarship was awarded
to Brian Kemery ’01 from Shreve.
This year’s recipient was Lindsey
Dieringer ’05 of Fairview Park.
Josephine Barr Altstetter had
a marvelous trip to China that
included a cruise on the Yangtze
River and a walk on the Great
Wall. The Altstetters celebrated
their 50th anniversary last year.
“I play golf three times a
week,” writes David Graber from
Walnut Creek, CA. “I’ve shot my
age in each of the past seven years.
Something Tiger Woods cannot
do.”
Another golf-loving classmate
is Helen Heitmann. Although she
lives in Illinois, she bought a
condo in Ft. Myers, FL, ensuring
year-round golf. Helen, a world
traveler, plans to take a train across
Canada to visit roomie Kay Deen
Porter in Victoria.
Summer 2002

At the Class of 1947's reunion
dinner, president-elect Vivian
Douglas Smith '47 presented the
coveted Silver Spoon Award to
Wooster Trustee Emeritus Stanley
Gault '48. Smith confessed to hav
ing inherited the silver demitosse
spoon from the days of after-dinner
coffee in Bobcock Hall. Five years
ago, the "borrow er" had instructed
her to pass it along to another class
m ate.
Alas, Smith failed to do so.
Consumed by guilt, she decided to
present the spoon to Gault in recogni
tion of his joining the class for dinner
and other achievem ents too num erous
to mention.
Church activities, choir, the
care of a granddaughter (age 1)
once a week, gardening, five kids,
and seven grandkids leave no time
for Elizabeth “Birdie” Lawrence
Frey to winter in Florida.
Another classmate too busy to
get to Florida is Geri Rice Burden.
Her interest in geneaology took
her to a meeting in Gettysburg,
PA, and on research trips to
England and France. She’s pleased
to have a granddaughter at .
Wooster, Abigail Johnson ’05.
Rose Kesel Mokodean still
operates a weekly duplicate bridge
game and also writes a bridge col
umn for a local newspaper. Every
year she encounters new reasons
why she’s glad she went to
Wooster. “I had no idea then how
lucky I was.”
You’re not alone, Rose!
Jo Bailey Keck sent the
unhappy news of the death of
Evelyn Spear Weiss, a long-time
teacher in the Akron Public
Schools. We extend our sympathy
to her family and Wooster friends.
Mary Ann “Kam” Keibler
Taylor and Bob attended Ewy’s
memorial service. Six weeks earli
er, a group had met in Hudson for
lunch: Ewy, Kam, Bob, Rhoe ’47
and Liz Baker Benson, and Jean
Hodgson Nouse.
B etsy C owles Sprenkle, 380 S. Las
Flores Dr., Nipomo, CA 934449629, <sprenkle@ bestl.net>.
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The notes in the
r ! spring issue wrongly
attributed the paragraph about
Mary Ruth “Snips” Sherer Miller
to me (Evelynn). Credit should go
to Betsy Jones Hayba. Apologies!
E velynn C h e a d le T hom as, 4230
Central Ave., Riverside, CA 925062919, <eethomas@mailbug.com>.

Smith read the following com
m endation, "This spoon was liberated
from Babcock during the 1940s by a
co-ed who will rem ain anonymous. It
speaks of an elegant age long before
the advent of the plastic spoon. It has
had an adventurous and checquered
career, traveled widely, and achieved,
for a spoon, a very liberal education.
"Now, mellowed with age, like
the rest of us, it is ready to retire and
return to its Wooster roots."
Gault received the award mod
estly to much applause. He later
announced that the spoon would be
fram ed and find a new hom e in Gault
Alumni Center, the form er Merz Hall.
— Cornelia L. Neuswanger '47
1 QC |

The arrival of Wooster
this past winter
prompted a Woosterite who lives
nearby to get in touch.
Douglas Wright ’49 lived in
the “Taylor units” for one year
before transferring and accelerat
ing. His class is officially 1949.
Doug came to Sun City, AZ, as
senior pastor at The First
Presbyterian Church in 1980 and
has continued to live in Sun City
in retirement.
He reports that Tom
Bousman was a classmate at San
Francisco Seminary.
A sad call from another
Arizona classmate came in
February. Lynn Beier Hartwell
reported that her husband, Rex,
died shortly after Christmas fol
lowing a brief illness. Lynn said
that her new community, north of
Tucson, has rallied around her. She
is glad that they moved there from
Florida two years ago.
Retiring to Grand Rapids, MI,
has given Don Shawver and his
wife, Nel, the opportunity to see
many COW-mates! Hugh ’49 and
Ellie Morris MacMillan stopped
on their way home to Texas after a
stint of working for Habitat for
Humanity.
I (Jay) wonder how many oth
ers give time to this worldwide
project. It has been a major volun
teer effort for Bill and Marian
Stewart Johnston, and my church
is working on its third home.
Other visits for Don and Nel
included attending T. H. and Jane
Dickson’s 50th anniversary cele
bration, having Bruce and
Ruthanne Cooper Love stop by on
the way home from their Michigan
cabin, and spending a weekend
with June and Min Mochizuki at
their lake cottage. Min and June

J

have fabulous tales of world travels
with their family.
My sister, Doris Wilson
Blanchard ’40, and I had a bit of
world travel in February. We criss
crossed New Zealand, a friendly
little country (2/3 the size of
California), seeing rainforests,
snowcapped mountains, gardens,
farmlands, geysers, glaciers, and
eons-old rock formations.
Besides our modern motor
coach, we rode on jet boats, steam
boats, ferries, gondolas to hilltop
restaurants, steam and diesel
trains, and flower-bedecked 100year-old trams. We passed on
bungee jumping, though, and a
helicopter ride in the mountains
was cancelled due to fog.
We learned something of the
Maori culture and marvelled at
this country whose documented
history is only 150 years old. We
found something for everyone.
Janice W ilson G eorge , 19476 N.
Coyote Lakes Pkwy., Surprise, AZ
85374.
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Did you know that
our star football line
man, Dave Dowd, has been on the
board of the Pro Football Hall of
Fame Museum in Canton, Ohio
since 1988? The museum honors
players, coaches, and owners who
have made major contributions to
the game.
Another little known fact
about Judge Dowd — his portrait
hangs in the Akron Federal Court
house. Painted by Ohio artist Ruth
Nestor, the work was presented at
a formal ceremony a few years ago,
attended by the state lieutenant
governor among other dignitaries.
Quite the honor, your honor!
Sue Rogers Basinger enjoyed
visiting with Wooster roommate
Marge Gallagher Strouss when
Marge spent a month in Naples,
FL. They “talked, talked, and
talked,” according to Sue. After a
second hip replacement surgery,
Sue is almost ready to resume jitterbugging and ballroom dancing.
In February Doris Diamond
Wolin spent time with friends in
Coral Springs, FL, and other near
by cities. After returning home to
Brooklyn, Doris went to the Phila
delphia flower show. “I go wild
over the display of pasted petals,
collages of plant material arranged
35

into scenes or bouquets,” she says.
Ann Menold Kenney spent a
week in St. Augustine with rela
tives of her late husband, John
Kenney. She writes, “We saw
Beauty and the Beast at an I-Max
theater. I don’t usually like animat
ed films, but on the large screen, I
thoroughly enjoyed this one.”
About their annual spring
motor home trip, Jim and Jane
Wallace Anderson note, “It’s a
great way to travel, having a gener
al destination in mind and then
deciding each morning which
roads to take. We arrived in Taos,
NM, as a group of Aztec descen
dants with striking headdresses
were dancing in the square.”
Bill Metzger and his wife,
Jean, spent a week near San Diego
and two weeks in Palm Springs,
CA, in March.
Art and Margaret Merrill saw
Lynn Roadarmel Kowalske in
March in Melbourne, FL. Art was
in the area visiting with his broth
er and his wife. Lynn and Art were
classmates at Woodstock School in
India.
Ken and Florence Jackman ’50
Shafer planned to be in Wooster at
reunion time for a 50th wedding
anniversary celebration sponsored
by their children. Their eldest, Ken
E. ’75, a Cleveland Clinic cardiolo
gist, moved back to Wooster. “Our
second child, Linda Shafer Shadoe
’77, will come all the way from San
Jose, CA,” the Shafers wrote earlier
this spring. “She has MS, and the
trip will be a real labor of love.
Our third child, Jeff, is a veterinar
ian in Vestal, NY, and will also be
at our party.”
Bill and Sally Rhine
Hendrickson drove through Flori
da in early March. They spent the
first day in Savannah, GA, then
toured the Kennedy Space Center.
At a Cleveland Indians spring
training game, Bill noticed that
“three quarters of the fans were
from northern Ohio.”
Bill and Sally had lunch with
Frank and Peggy Johnston
Gurney as well as Ralph and Joan
Jekel Wagner in Venice. They then
enjoyed nature and wildlife tours
of beautiful Sanibel Island.
John Talbot had a traumatic
beginning to 2002. He fell while
trying to cut down a tree, suffering
several fractures. After extensive
36

hospitalization and therapy, he has
progressed to a cane. The Wagners
and Gurneys offered encourage
ment and support, as did John’s
family. The Talbots’ new e-mail
address is <jctalbot@comcast.
net>.
The Gurneys also have a new
e-mail address, < fmgurney@comcast.net>. After our 50th reunion
last summer, Frank’s siblings and
spouses moved into Kenarden for
five days of enjoying each other,
the campus, Amish country, and
Ohio Light Opera. Eight of the
nine are Wooster grads.
Max Selby has a new e-mail
address, <lmaxselby@attbi.com>.
After seeing Jim Bean ’42
(French, emeritus) mentioned in a
previous issue, Tom McCutcheon
’52 notes that Jim was instrumen
tal in Tom’s going to Wooster.
Marge Simms Miller would
love to hear from former room
mates at <msimmsmiller@
mymailstation.com>. She has lived
outside of Albuquerque since 1971
and volunteers at an Alzheimer’s
home.
Janet Evans Smith, her
daughter, and her granddaughter
traveled to Italy after Christmas
with the Toledo Museum of Art.
They saw treasures and palace col
lections, shopped in Rome, and
had a “gala New Year’s Eve.”
Janet does bereavement and
direct care work as a long-time
volunteer with the Hospice of
Northwest Ohio and has various
commitments to local and yearly
Friends meetings. She also works
with a group that supports the
publication of articles, poetry, and
letters written by death-row pris
oners in a newsletter that goes to
all death-row inmates in the U.S.
Larry Weiss took his three
sons, their wives, and seven grand
children on a cruise. Larry plays
tennis daily and attends many
entertainments in the Tampa area.
In February Dave and Mary
MacMillin traveled to El Salvador
with 10 others from the First
Baptist Church of New London,
NH. Through the American Bap
tist Mission Board, they went to a
tiny church in San Miguel, stayed
in private homes, and helped build
a home for a family left homeless
by an earthquake.
Dave reports, “We dug trench

es, hauled water, shoveled and sift
ed gravel, mixed cement, and
troweled mortar. We struggled
with Spanish, went to many
church services, and thoroughly
enjoyed the people.”
To keep out of mischief, Wib
Christy took a part-time church
position for three months, work
ing on Sunday and one other day
each week in Big Bear, a ski resort
45 miles from home.
Bill Lankton writes that Lynn
Wunder Lankton was a delegate to
the Presbyterian General Assembly
meeting in June in Columbus,
Ohio. Bill went to G.A. in Boston
in 1966, as a pastor in Holly, MI.
George Peckham and wife
Lollie volunteer at ECHO (Educa
tional Concerns for Hunger
Organization). The interdenomi
national Christian group supplies
free seeds, information, and ideas
to persons and small landholders
trying to put food on the table.
The Peckhams keep in contact
with Bob and Barb Shafer and see
other Woosterites during the
Sanibel winter season.
Kay Roulston Williams, Ruth
Folta, and Peg DeChant, former
classmates at the Columbia School
of Nursing, had a mini-reunion at
Wooster. Kay and her husband
have lived in NYC since 1951. Her
daughter and family live near the
World Trade Center.
Bob Zimmerman has spent
his whole life on college campuses
but loves Wooster and remembers
all “with lasting affection.” He has
seen few Woosterites since Bob
Smith’s wedding in 1952.
Web and I (Nancy) had a
wonderful evening with Joel and
Ruth Ann Coleman Davis when
Joel was in Raleigh-Durham for a
convention. A member of the
Northeast Basketmakers Guild,
Joel also teaches. The magazine
Early American Homes has listed
him as an outstanding American
craftsman. A retired teacher and
administrator, Joel used baskets to
carry eggs as a child on a dairy
farm. His miniature baskets are
incredible. Order soon, he is con
sidering retirement. His e-mail is
<jndavis@snet.net>. Ruth Ann has
antique shops in New Hampshire.
The Davises planned to attend
a church service in Red Springs,
NC, where Clarence Ammons was

filling in for a few months.
Clarence was disappointed that he
couldn’t attend our 50th class
reunion.
Jean Vernon Eich sends news
of a winter Wooster luncheon in
Venice, FL. Jean and husband Bill
split their time between Florida
and Ohio. She is active on hospital
boards in Youngstown and presi
dent of her condo association in
Florida. She would like to hear
from Wooster alums.
N ancy Bachtell Lewis , 709 Pinehurst Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 27514,
<nanbach@mindspring.com>, and
M asao K uniyoshi, 151 Alawaena
St., Hilo, HI 96720, <masaokuniyoshi@aol.com>.
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Richard Jarvis Ross
retired from commer
cial printing sales in 2000, ran for
the Peninsula Community
Planning Board in San Diego, CA,
and was elected to a three-year
term in 2001. He chairs the archi
tectural committee for his condo
minium association and is a past
board member there.
Richard and his wife, Susan,
have two grandsons and three
granddaughters. “Traveling from
now on will largely be to visit our
daughters in Florida, Illinois,
Arizona, and California, and our
grandchildren,” Richard says.
Contact him at <rrichrdscot@aol.
com>.
Jeanne Babcock Carley is
sporting a short hairdo from a
year of treatment for breast cancer.
She and Harry celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary last
June. Marge Lusher Covey, who
attended their wedding, came to
this celebration. Harry and Jeanne
then took a cruise and land tour of
southeastern Alaska.
Reflecting on his 80th birth
day, J. G. Schreckendgust sends
some thoughts on the past years. “I
have left the rat race that started
around late 1945 with an unex
pected assignment to camp man
ager in the War Food Admini
stration’s Imported and Migrant
Labor Program and ended as a
radiation physics consultant.
“It is a little difficult to down
shift, replacing stressful daily activ
ities and consideration of crucial
decisions with a rather laid-back
existence and routine. Days stretch
Wooster
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into weeks and months of relative
ly low-level activity. Gardening,
trips to the doctor, shopping, time
with the children and grandchil
dren, and an occasional nap now
fill my busy schedule.... I try to
maintain a light touch and still
keep a modicum of control.
“As for my career, relatively
few of the things that I thought
interesting enough to explore
and/or develop eventually led to
patents.... Obtaining any of the 19plus personal patents for the electrochromic shutter, magnetic
development, colorimeter, auto
matic x-ray synchronous inspec
tion, major surgical light, to name
a few, often required extended dis
cussions. I also contributed to over
61 other U.S. and international
patents.
“I reflect on the college years
that, although challenging, started
me toward some of the greatest
experiences of my life. In retro
spect, it’s been a good life.”
Welcome new co-secretary,
Nancy, by sending lots of news.
N an cy C am pbell B ro w n , 1220
Portage Rd., Wooster, OH 446912042, and W a rre n M . S w ager Jr.,
P. O. Box 955, Sheridan, M T
59749-0555, <wcswager@3rivers.
net>.1
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Two of our families
have been touched by
sadness. Don Brown died sudden
ly on Mar. 2 following a period of
declining health, during which
time he kept up his quiet but effec
tive interest in both the Wooster
community and the College (see
Obituaries).
A Navy veteran, Don trans
ferred to Wooster after nearly
completing an engineering degree
elsewhere and then discovering he
wasn’t the engineering type. Nancy
Campbell Brown ’52, recollecting
this, reminded me (Nona) that in
his next academic life Don became
a sociology major.
He skillfully blended engineer
ing knowledge with an interest in
people. Don had been our class
president and was working hard
on our 50th reunion plans. We bid
farewell and express our sympathy
to Nancy and their children, Diane
and Richard.
Six days after Don’s death,
Ron Price’s wife, Phyl, died from
Summer 2002

The wedding of Lynn A. Whipkey '94 and Charles V. Mehler III, Nov. 10, 2001.
(Back row, left to r) Jonah Rees '95, Christina Rogers Rees '94, groom, bride,
Liz Bugbee '94, Carolyn Knox '97; (Front) Lara Hurysz '94, Paul Caviglia '95,
Cindy Jarvis '96, Andrew Wunderley '97, Jeralyn Vitale Wunderley '94, Megan
Cooper '95.

the effects of Alzheimer’s disease.
Ron and the Prices’ two daughters
took wonderful care of Phyl, who
was a charming helpmate to Ron
and a friend to any Wooster classmate whose path crossed theirs.
We will miss Phyl at our
reunions, and we send sympathy
and encouragement to Ron, the
girls, and the Prices’ wonderful
grandchildren.
Last October Freddy Beamer
Shearer shared an article featuring
an impressive photo of a bull ele
phant and a story about Keith
Shearer and daughter Wyn’s
adventures on an elephant survey
with the Earthwatch Institute.
Tenting in the foothills of Mt.
Kilimanjaro, the group studied ele
phant migration patterns.
At home, Freddy continues to
refurbish Barbie dolls for People to
People in Wooster. Wyn was mar
ried in May and a day later her 99year-old grandmother, the mother
of Keith and his brother, Loren
’52, passed away. The class sends
its sympathy to the families.
Wild turkey hunters among
us, take note: Beppy Ehrhardt
Atwell presides over a bed and
breakfast in Ferryville, WI. When I
(Nona) talked with her last fall, it
was wild turkey season, and she
was getting ready for lots of com
pany. Beppy, an attorney, worked
with the Peace Corps in the Domi
nican Republic from 1991-93 and
has run the B&B since returning.
Suzanne “Candy” Kane
Thorp notes that Quaker beliefs
have greatly shaped her life and
that of her husband, A1 ’52. The
Thorps live at Lumberton Leas, NJ,

a new Quaker community for sen
iors.
Their festive Christmas feel
ings were dampened by thoughts
of 9/11. “I believe that the violent
response of our country is wrong,
that violence breeds more of the
same. It is my responsibility and
that of our nation to work to
remove all causes of war,” Candy
writes. “My convictions...seem so
out of step with majority opinions,
but I have found support and
guidance from the Quaker com
munity and remain steadfast to the
Peace Testimony.”
“Peripatetic” is a wonderful
word and Jean Bangham is its
poster woman. Recently she has
left footprints in the Andes,
Glacier National Park, the subAntarctic’s South Georgia Islands,
Ireland, and the wilds of northern
Ontario. She has met penguins
near the South Pole and heard
wolves and loons cry across dark
water up north.
Jean returned unscathed from
her far-flung travels but a frac
tured right wrist became her sou
venir of a short trek closer to
home (only 14 miles!) in Tennes
see. The story ended happily with
temporary improvement in her
handwriting and permanent heal
ing of the wrist.
Mark Allen and Tom Hughart
organized a lunch date in January
for eight Wooster men in Florida.
Hal Bowman, Dan DeArment,
Rich Doerbaum, Ted Fredley,
Dick May, Gordon Taylor, Mark,
and Tom talked non-stop for three
hours, according to Pris Gallinger
Allen.

“They shared the influence
that Wooster and Wooster people
had on them,” Pris notes. The
wives found their own spot to
visit, at Kathy Doerbaum’s. On
another day, Mark and Tom
lunched with Bob Atwell.
Remember our 50th, June 5-8,
2003.
D on O rr , 13460 Marlette Dr., La
Mirada, CA 90638-2813,
<DorrScot@aol.com>, a n d N ona S.
Taylor, 110 Echo Way, Statesboro,
GA 30458, <nstaylor@frontiernet.
net>.
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T Carl and Heather
Munson Aten write
from Geneva, NY, that they volun
teer as members of the Court
Watching Project. After training,
watchers serve weekly for three
hours. They sit in on court pro
ceedings and help to ensure that
standards of comfort are met,
respect and dignity prevails, legal
rights are recognized, and all
defendants are fairly treated.
Heather retired as executive
secretary of the Ontario Day Care
Center. She now is active with the
League of Women Voters and vol
unteers for hospice. Carl was a
professor of physical chemistry at
Hobart and William Smith College
for 35 years before retiring in
1997.
Sylvia Buttrey Huning, the
strolling violinist, will be back for
our 50th reunion with violin in
tow. She was a big hit at the 45th.
Sylvia has moved to Asheville, NC.
Her three daughters and their
families live in the same commu
nity. What joy, she says, that they
want to be together and invited
Mom (Grandmom) to come, too.
Syl is building her violin busi
ness there and already has had 13
performing engagements. She was
nominated for a Columbus Senior
Musician’s Hall of Fame Award
and contributed a chapter to a new
book, Seasons o f Hope. ..Spring.
The chapter focuses on a dear
friend who died of AIDS.
H u g h B. M c C u llo u g h , 910
Independence Ave., Sturgis, MI
49091-2306, <hugbev@aol.com>.
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Don Hartsough
writes: “We will cele
brate the 50th anniversary of our
graduation in June 2005. The

] J

37

planning committee met twice last
fall, bringing us back to campus to
work and to renew friendships and
make new ones. The meetings
were focused but spirited. We are
off to a good start!
“I was asked by the college to
chair the planning committee. The
great team includes: Bud Barta,
Don Byerly, Sue Keller Byerly,
Bill Chapman, Jack Dowd, Ed
Eberhart, Mary Munger
Eberhart, Nancy Harris Ely, Peg
McClelland Johnston, Jim
Lindsay, Helen Davis Martin,
Ned Martin, By Morris (hon
orary), Fran Bauer Parker, Faith
Omans Reynolds, Dave Shields,
Bob Tignor, Ed Westlake Sr., and
myself.
“We welcome any suggestions.
Plan now to be a part of the most
well-attended, most lively 50th
reunion we have had at Wooster.”
David K. Custis says he’s set
tled into his Tallahassee, FL, home
in a retirement community, West
minster Oaks: “We enjoy the cul
tural activities at Florida State U,
especially programs offered by the
highly-rated school of music.”
“Retired” for 12 years. Bill
Chapman has taught seminary
students part-time. He lately has
accepted the post of presbytery’s
stated clerk and is writing another
book. Find the Chapmans at 107
Ralph Ave., Hillsdale, NJ 07642.
Our (Margie’s and Bill’s) win
ter sojourn in Arizona was differ
ent — we were totally on our own,
without family in the area. We
enjoyed staying in Mesa where we
found many friendly folks, mostly
Midwesterners. We attended
Diamondbacks and Cubs games
while there.
En route home, we spent an
enjoyable afternoon with Gene
and Ann Hill Smith in Omaha.
They enjoy visiting family on both
coasts and looked forward to a
June stay in Maine.
Send along a post card from
wherever the time finds you, or
send e-mail (note my new e-mail
address).
M argaret P ardee P etersen , Route
1, Box 232, Mazeppa, M N 55956,
<wepmvp@aol. com>.1
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Dave ’53 and Nancy
Orahood Mellon
enjoyed a very special visit with Ed
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The wedding o f Michael Watson and Manon Grugel, ’99s, July 7, 2001. (Left to r) Douglas Weiser ’99, G. Terry Bard
’57, Jennifer Leete ’00, C. Elliott Strimbu, Kirsten Rich, Farhan Hashim, Andy Kuck, ’99s, bride, groom, Betsey Watson
’02, Michael Thomenius ’99, Brendan Park ’01, Gretchen L. Mayer Bard ’57.

Am ’31 and his wife, Pat, this
spring at the Mellons’ Ormond
Beach, FL, condo. The Arns were
neighbors of the Orahoods for a
number of years while Nancy and
her sister, Martha Ann Orahood
Myers ’52, attended Wooster High
School and the College.
Maryann Lewis Glasgow
(“Mikey” at Wooster) writes from
Minnesota that she no longer prac
tices psychotherapy but fills her
time with speaking and writing.
She has published a book, Gift to
the Present: Wellderly Wisdom
(Beaver’s Pond Press, 2002). The
book focuses on becoming
“wellderly” from the delightful
business of living and having lots
of birthdays. It combines the “Four
Emotional Food Groups” with
quotations ranging from the pro
found to the playful. Find informa
tion at <www.bewellderly.com>.
Maryann transferred to the U
of Rochester after her sophomore
year but states, “Wooster will
always be closest to me.”
P at Youn g , 464 E. Highland Ave.,
Wooster, OH 44691-9249,
<pjsilver56@aol.com>.
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Last July G. Terry and
Gretchen Mayer Bard
attended the wedding of Michael
Watson and Manon Grugel, ’99s
(see photo above). Obviously, Terry
played the pipes!
Forty-six of us gathered at the
College for our 45th reunion. The
campus was lush and beautiful in
nearly perfect weather conditions.
One of the highlights on
Friday was a piano recital by Anne
Mayer. A crowd of about 100
applauded with much enthusiasm.
Officially retired from a distin
guished career at Carleton College,
Anne still teaches and performs.
Following dinner on Friday
night, we enjoyed conversation and
laughter at the home of Ken and

Louise Byers Plusquellec. It was
great to visit with classmates who
couldn’t stay for the entire week
end, including Will Lange, Bob
McQuilkin, Glenn “Timber”
Cronin, and Wil Driggs.
During our class meeting on
Saturday, Phil Allan presided over
the election of Ruth “Betty”
Smyth Klein as our new president.
Betty’s work on the finance com
mittee and close ties to Wooster
will help us prepare for the tradi
tional 50th reunion class gift.
There were no nominations for
secretary, so I (Anne) will contin
ue in that office. We gathered a list
of over 30 e-mail addresses, avail
able to classmates upon request.
We missed those who could
not attend. Sally Purdy was in
China celebrating her retirement
from the Denver Public Schools.
Anne Eubank Jolliff sent her
regrets: “I’ll be at the Texas
Archaeological Society’s annual
field school north of Austin. I’ll
miss you.” Judy Dauber Guye took
a trip to Alaska during reunion
week. After her husband died last
December, the presence of Judy’s
children helped her cope during
the Christmas season. Judy adds:
“I’ve experienced how helpful hos
pice can be.”
Many of you returned ques
tionnaires to Wooster last spring.
In future issues we will include
that news. Our replies totaled 94,
25 of them from classmates who
transferred from Wooster after one
or two years. If you’ve wondered
about someone in that category,
contact me.
A nne K elso Jo hnson , 78 White
Tail Rd., Murphysboro, IL 629666416, <ajohnson2@siumed.edu>,
home <ajohnson@globaleyes.net>.
I O C Q We are indeed an
/ J O amazing class! Class
notes in recent issues have featured

a number of us. The Spring 2002
issue, for example, had an article
on Simon Springett ’90, an inter
national aid worker. We’ve fol
lowed Simon’s amazing humani
tarian and hair-raising journeys
for several years through his mom,
Sally Dunn Springett.
Also on the front lines is
Cathy Tisinger. Wooster inter
viewed Cathy as she was nearing
the end of the school year as dean
of the college of arts and sciences
at Zayed University (see Spring
2002 issue). Zayed educates Mus
lim and Arab women in Dubai,
United Arab Emirates. Cathy’s
Easter letter tells about the multi
cultural population in Dubai.
She describes a trip to a large
mall, busy with black-cloaked
Emirati women, Europeans in
shorts, and Middle Eastern tourists
who were there for the March
Madness Shopping Festival.
Indians, Pakistanis, and Afghans
do construction work, she writes.
Bangladeshi and Sri Lankans drive
taxis, and Indonesians and
Filipinos do household service.
Europeans still dominate the
financial field and management,
and people from all over the world
fill skilled technical positions.
Cathy writes, “...we must find a
way to understand each other
before we pass the point of no
return, very close from this per
spective.” Cathy returns to teach
ing (rather than administration) at
Shenandoah U in the fall.
Changing planes in Chicago
on her way to China, Alice
Hageman took time to call me
(Anne). She was responding to an
e-mail asking about remembrances
of I.S. as well as stories of how
those mega-papers influenced our
lives. “My I.S. was about the role of
the laity in the church,” she says.
“It was so convincing, it kept me
from getting ordained for years.”
Wooster
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Lee Dawley e-mails, “My I.S.
on Nietzsche has helped me great
ly in my present career as a 64-year
old male, bed-bound with M.S.”
A former newspaper reporter,
Lee still takes pride in a good lead.
He tells how he came to
Wooster and majored in German.
In the course of writing his I.S.,
“The Effect of Nietzsche on
Hermann Hesse and Thomas
Mann,” Lee discovered that he
could read the German language
better than he could write or speak
it. This did not stop him from get
ting an M.A. from Cornell in
German literature, he points out.
Determined to master the
spoken word, Lee joined the U.S.
Army and was stationed in
Heidelberg, Germany. “If it hadn’t
been for my failure to speak and
write German...,1 wouldn’t have
gone to Germany by way of the
army and wouldn’t have become
eligible for the health care benefits
that the VA provides,” he explains.
Does your voice-activated
computer speak German, Lee?
Nana Newberry Landgraf
wrote her I.S. in French. “I picked
the topic because of various refer
ences to George Sand as a welltrained musician,” she writes. Not
far into the project, she discovered
that a thick book had just been
published on the same subject!
Professors Ihrig and Guille were
chagrined, but Nana continued,
using the book as a major source.
“Now, I think I would insist
that we try harder to come up with
Plan B,” she concludes. Nana’s
Wooster advisers would be proud
to know that she’s been reading
Stendhal and Mauriac — in
French!
Nana and husband R.J. drove
to Wooster to hear Janet Agnew
DeBar do a poetry reading. Janet’s
work spoke to Nana particularly.
“She picked poems that had a lot
to do with Wooster and with dis
cussions that she and I and Dee
Farkas Parker kept having,” Nana
explains. “There were references to
George Bradford ’21 (English) and
Norm Morrison ’56, for example.
It was great! Janet reads well, too.”
Take note, those planning
entertainment for the next
reunion.
Philip Nader is “healthy and
happy” in San Diego. He is a pro
Summer 2002

fessor of pediatrics at the U of
California-San Diego and has
enjoyed visiting scholar junkets to
Australia and New Zealand. Phil
climbed the Sydney Harbor Bridge
on Sept. 10. He is active in singing
groups and sang in a quartet ren
dition of the National Anthem at a
Padres game. Phil welcomes “news
/visitors from college ‘daze.’” Reach
him at <philnader@cox.net>.
We finally caught up with Vic
Sapio, who is speaking some
Russian these days. Retired and liv
ing in Pensacola, FL, he tutors stu
dents learning English as a second
language. A large community of
Russian immigrants who are reli
gious refugees have recently settled
there, Vic writes.
“I spend a lot of time as an
unofficial adviser, helping them
negotiate the paperwork maze and
make cultural adjustments,” he
says.
Mila Swyers Aroskar is study
ing Spanish, Tai Chi, and the book
of Revelation. She and her hus
band moved to Tucson three years
ago after Mila retired from the fac
ulty of the U of Minnesota’s
Center for Bioethics.
The Aroskars enjoy their new
Santa Fe/Pueblo-style home and
tending their desert landscape and
small vegetable garden. “We don’t
miss the snow at all!” Mila writes.
She notes one local concern and
challenge: “...the suffering of many
people who cross the border.”
Mila has returned to playing
the pipe organ after many years.
Jack Carruth, her music professor
at Wooster, would be pleased.
We are pleased that Fred
“Tiny” Harold has regained his
speech after a stroke in January.
“At first I was unable to articulate
thoughts — impossible for a pro
fessor,” he writes. Tiny retired a lit
tle earlier than planned from
Florida Atlantic U. He and his wife
bought a condo in Weaverville,
NC, near their daughter.
Drive to the coast to see
Phyllis Hancock Leimer in her
new place in Wilmington some
time. Stop and see me (Bob) in
Cornelius on the way!
Note Anne’s new e-mail
address.
R obert C arter, 20321 Sterling Bay
Ln. W., Apt. A, Cornelius, NC
28031, <bob@stockcarstocks.com>,

and A nne G ieser H unt , 3943 N.
Christiana Ave., Chicago, IL 606183316, <aghunt<S>earthlink. net>.
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Susan Anderson
Coons writes from
Petaluma, CA, that she is adjusting
to a slower-paced life after having
sold her home. She published her
latest book of poems, The Chariots
Have Left the Heavens, in January,
and it is now into a second print
ing.
The poems point to our need
to garner every precious moment.
What we do and how we respond
to people does make a difference.
Susan read one poem, “Fire Lily,”
at the International Artists
Embassy’s Dancing Poetry Festival
last September.
Carol Whiteleather Thomas
still teaches private woodwind les
sons in the 1860-era home where
she was born and has lived for all
but 10 years of her life. She and
husband Dan ’60 are doing well.
Dan still practices dentistry and
plays full-court basketball in
church leagues.
Neil Hughes has just pub
lished his first book, China’s
Economic Challenge: Smashing the
Iron Rice Bowl (M. E. Sharpe,
2002). Neil spent more than 30
years working in 25 countries as
an industrial and urban specialist,
project manager, and consultant
for the World Bank.
The book is the culmination
of a decade(1992-2002)spent in
China working for the bank and
helping the Sichuan Province in its
economic reform. Neil writes
about what happens when a socie
ty with strong traditions attempts
radical change. Professors from
Harvard and Johns Hopkins, and
Wooster’s David Gedalecia (histo
ry) heartily endorse the book’s
insights.
Let me (Marion) know what
new things you are doing these
days, in retirement or otherwise.
Art Humphreys and I are provid
ing our e-mail address (below) in
an attempt to get more input.
M a rio n S t u a r t H um phreys, 1709
Hathaway Ln., Pittsburgh, PA
15241-2705, <Artmar59@aol.
com>.
| Q,

I (Nancy) had a pleas
ant phone conversa

tion with Paul Haynes. Paul was a
member of Third Section for the
two years he attended Wooster. An
Ohio State graduate, he practiced
dentistry in Lancaster, Ohio,
before relocating to 102 Club
Course Dr., Hilton Head Island,
SC 29928-3130.
In the real estate supplement
to our local newspaper was an
article by Jack Custer, a successful
business leader and real estate
developer. Jack presides over the
Building Industry Association of
Stark County.
N ancy B rown T yburski, 3622
Croydon Dr. NW, Canton, OH
44718-3226, <nancyty4@aol.com>.
| 'f \L
My (Larry’s) wife,
/ U I Nancy Morning ’63
Vodra, accompanied me on an
Elderhostel program called the
Canadian Explorer. This involved
traveling on several different trains
operated by VIA Rail, including a
56-hour segment on their flagship
cruise train, The Canadian.
We also rode a train called The
Skeena (that means “river of
clouds” in Gitakan), a laid-back
operation which actually stops and
backs up to view wildlife. Another
train was operated by BC Rail with
50-year-old self-propelled cars. It
will soon be discontinued.
Jim and Judy Walker Scott
enjoyed a similar trip last year.
Our class athlete, Marge
Ward, biked through the Canadian
Rockies during the summer of
2000, about 100 miles south of
Jasper. Last winter Marge earned
her Alpine PSIA Level I certifica
tion as a ski instructor. Her
favorite group to teach is the
never-been-on-skis-before adults.
Next winter, she invites classmates
who want to learn a new skill to
join her at the ski school at
Snowtrails in Mansfield, Ohio.
As of this past spring, Dave
Rex, who owns an airplane, was
still serving volunteer duty with
the Coast Guard Auxiliary in
Houston after the events of 9/11.
He flies safety patrols, Marine EPA
missions, shrimping out-of-season
patrols, search-and-rescue mis
sions, and drug interception assis
tance. His service assists the regu
lar pilots who have put in double
duty since September. Dave says
that his flying “answers the ques39
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Small W orld: An unexpected reunion occurred in Washington, DC, recently. At an open

house, host Richard Whitmire 7 1 (left) discovered that Nathaniel Speights (center) is a fellow
Wooster graduate, Class of 1972. Kristen Veblen '05 (right) also attended the event. Kristen
graduated from The Washington Notional Cathedral School. Richard and Nathaniel eoch have a
daughter attending that school.
tion asked by so many on 9/12,
‘What can I do?’”
After practicing criminal law
in NYC for more than 30 years,
Joe Klempner now lives in upstate
New York and writes fiction for a
living. He’s published his fifth
novel. Irreparable Damage (Mino
taur, 2002). Two earlier ones, Shoot
the Moon (St. Martin’s, 1998) and
Change of Course (Thomas Dunne,
1998) are being made into movies.
In June 2001 Ron Specht
retired from Cleveland banking
circles after 36 years (same bank,
different names) as senior vice
president of credit administration.
He and Mary Ann built their
retirement home in Avon Lake,
Ohio. They traveled to Scan
dinavia, Russia, and Poland last
year. And best of all, their first
grandchild arrived last April.
Lots of classmates are travel
ing. Kay Warman Tuttle “did the
Southwest” in April and May. She
visited Arizona, New Mexico,
Texas, and California, staying with
classmates and in independent
motels.
Karl Hilgert is taking a sevenmonth, cross-country retirement
trip in his RV, emphasizing nation
al parks. He also has spent time in
New Orleans, visited his dad in
Florida, sister in Ohio, son in
Connecticut, and another son in
Colorado. Still RV-ing, Karl
expects to arrive at his new retire
ment home in Healdsburg, CA,
sometime in October.
Judy Magill Wallace is now
the director of music at Westmin
ster Presbyterian Church in West
Islip, NY. She and husband John, a
retired Presbyterian minister, own
a home in Deer Park. They visited
Hawaii last January and Cancun in
March.
The Cancun trip was a gift
from Judy’s dad, Charles Magill
40

’34. He took his entire family, 18 in
all! Judy’s son, Robert, was mar
ried last October.
Bill Warden skis in the winter
and golfs in the summer. Spring is
the off season for him. So during
wife Rosemary’s spring break from
teaching at Penn State, they took a
multi-cultural tour of antiquities
in Sicily. The Wardens welcomed
their first grandchild last Decem
ber.
Jim Mall’s e-mail newsletter,
“The Dick Times”, was profiled in
the Apr. 19 issue of The Chicago
Reader newspaper. He’ll send you
his musings for free if you contact
him at <mall@rcnchicago.com>.
Suzy Tse Lee writes from
Brazil about her work with a com
puter club for slum children. She is
trying to get businesses to hire the
students as apprentices. Without
experience or a recommendation,
it is very hard to find jobs there
even after obtaining a “computer
literate diploma.” Suzy and her
friends try to find openings for her
graduates, many of whom now
dream of going to the state univer
sity. Suzy will keep us posted.
Please update your e-mail
addresses and send news.
Larry V odra , 51 High Ridge Rd.,
Brookfield, CT 06804-3517,
<JLVodra@aol. com>.
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] George ’63 and Mary
Behling Browne
attended the wedding of Jennifer
Belmont ’91 and David Hansen
last fall (see photo on page 34).
Our co-presidents, Dave
Danner and Kitty Kelly Johnson,
continue to lead the Class of 1962,
and I (Linda) still am secretary.
Send on the news!
L inda P ark, 1848 Beersford, East
Cleveland, OH 44112, <veggiepark
@earthlink.net>.

Ralph Jennings is the
station manager for Fordham U’s
WFUV in New York. The NPR
member station offers bluegrass,
jazz, and laid-back rock and roll.
Ralph has created a professional
staff and the opportunity for stu
dent help at WFUV. The station’s
ratings have risen 52 per cent since
1996, according to an article in
Fordham’s alumni magazine.
Reggie Williams is the execu
tive director of the San Antonio
Area Foundation, an organization
that sets up funds for philanthro
pists, invests their money, and
doles it out to non-profit groups.
Last year, Reggie’s first frill year
with the foundation, was its sec
ond best in donations. Reggie also
welcomed a granddaughter.
A nn M . T urnbull W ase, 412 Ivy
Church Rd., Timonium, MD 21093.
I A I

Skip Baker tells us
, - T about his part in a
PBS documentary, Misunderstood
Minds, “a deeply moving look” at
learning problems.” Skip, the
founder of the Descanso Medical
Center for Development and
Learning in California, was inter
viewed for the program. The show
aired in March; watch for repeats.
Skip says, “When we were
videotaping one interview, Chuck
Barbee, the cameraman, and I
started to talk. Our conversation
got around to Wooster, and I
found out that Chuck’s wife,
Elizabeth King Barbee ’65, is the
sister of Howie King ’53. Lo and
behold, they live here in Southern
California, and there was Chuck
on the set with me. Small world!”
Skip continues, “I restrict my
practice to working with children
who have neurobiological disor
ders such as attention problems,
high anxiety and/or depression, or
learning problems. I thoroughly
enjoy myself even though I am
busier now than when 1 was doing
general pediatrics.”
Jim Sw itzer , 891 Elmore Ave.,
Akron, OH 44302-1238, <jswitze@
uakron. edu>.
I Q £ .
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What’s the latest?
Send us some word.
K adi Stevens, 328 Spruce St. #4,
Philadelphia, PA 19106-4201.
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Perky Rogers
Granger has pub
lished an anthology of stories
about women who have parents
with Alzheimer’s. The work is enti
tled Shared Stories from Daughters
of Alzheimer’s: Writing a Path to
Peace. She writes based on her own
experience with her step-mom and
shares the power of journaling as a
way to self-healing. Perky’s next
project is a young adult novel set
in her adopted hometown of
Thurman, NY, in the late 1800s.
E liz a b e th W e s th a f e r O ’B rien, 64
Tall Oaks Dr., Summit, NJ 07901,
<eobrien5@mindspring.com>.
IQ #
George Siedel, the
I W
Williamson Family
Professor of Business Administra
tion at the U of Michigan, was
named by the Fulbright Commis
sion as a distinguished professor in
the humanities and social sciences.
George’s latest book is Using the
Law for Competitive Advantage
(Jossey-Bass, 2002).
Doug Topping continues as
class president, and I (Sara) am
again your secretary.
Sara B radley, P.O. Box 599,
Chautauqua, N Y 14722.
1 Q -

In Rochester, NY,
Sandra Fruscione
Parker received the 2002 ATHENA
Award, presented to a professional
woman who has demonstrated sig
nificant achievements in business,
community service, and the pro
fessional advancement of women.
Twenty nominees were recognized
by the Women’s Council of the
Greater Rochester Metro Chamber
of Commerce in January. A panel
of top business and community
leaders selected Sandra. She is
president of The IMC and co-pres
ident of the Rochester Resource
Alliance.
Jim Bates, 235 W. Maplehurst,
Ferndale, M I 48220-2716,
<jimbates@ureach.com>.
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David M. Stout
writes, “In July 2001 I
left Chicago after 25 years, 13 of
which were with Abbott Labora
tories, and moved to, of all places,
Ohio. I accepted a position as
director of medicinal chemistry at
Ricerca, a pharmaceutical lab that
is transitioning to a biopharma-
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ceutical company. Ricerca is in
Painesville, east of Cleveland.”
David has been building the
medicinal chemistry department
from scratch. He hired Dave
Carrig ’97, formed a large chem
istry collaboration with gvk
bioSciences Ltd. in India after vis
iting there last fall, and was
involved with forming partner
ships with several biotechs.
“It’s great fun,” he reports. “I
recently remarried. My wife,
Eileen, and I have a home in
Chardon. I’m trying to get my old
roomie, Jim Stratton, to visit from
Sacramento so we can dine at the
Wooster Inn.” E-mail David at
<stoutd47@yahoo.com>.
Jane Davison Baessler proud
ly reports that her Wooster room
mate, Linda Marsch Saif, was hon
ored as the outstanding university
professor at Ohio State U this year
at a June ceremony. Linda teaches
in the food animal health deparment at OARDC/OSU in Wooster.
Her research in microbiology is
particularly timely now with con
cerns about bioterrorism and bio
engineering.
Judy Simkins H aines , 300 Berkshire
Dr., Rochester, N Y 14626, <thainesl
@rochester. rr. com>.1
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George Pilcher was
honored and sur
prised to be named a fellow of the
polymeric materials, science, and
engineering division of the Ameri
can Chemical Society. He was
among the first 24 persons world
wide to receive this recognition for
contributions to the field of
applied polymer chemistry.
George also was elected to the
board of directors of the Federa
tion of Societies for Coatings and
Technology. He delivered the key
note address at the first Pan
America Coatings Conference in
Buenos Aires and will give the key
note at a conference in Dresden,
Germany, in September.
George and his wife, Dorothy,
plan to travel more together now
that their three children are older,
but they love visitors and often can
be found at home in Westerville,
Ohio.
George keeps in touch with
Jeff Kellogg, his wife, Angela, and
their delightful children.
Our last column mentioned
Summer 2002

The wedding of
Deborah
Davidson ’95
and Jason
Worchel, Nov.
24, 2001.
(Clockwise
from top) Roy
Burnham,
Andrea Kibby
Burnham, ’95s,
bride, groom,
Sybil Smith ’95

21117-1646, <simmersaj@hotmail.
com>.
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Poist’s Studio,
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Bob Bruce, who continues his
more than 30-year career as a pro
fessional swim coach in Bend, OR.
The column noted Bob’s stint as
head coach of the U.S. Team at the
recent World Masters Swimming
Championships in Christchurch,
New Zealand. The 300 to 500 U.S.
swimmers there won 132 world
titles and set 29 world records, he
reports. Bob competes on occasion
and just two years ago bettered
some of his Wooster records. He
remarks, “If I’d only known then
what I know now.”
As your class secretary, I (Ruth
“Be” Balmer Young) hope to con
tinue to hear from you. I remain
happily rooted in West Chester,
PA, where I am a traveling certified
speech-language pathologist in
special education. Most recently,
my caseload included autistic stu
dents diagnosed with Asperger’s. I
have grown both personally and
professionally from this work.
R uth “ B e” B almer Youn g , 126 W.
Lafayette St., West Chester, PA
19380-2409, <Beezelette@aol.com>.
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W. Patrick Lawrence
II has been named the
new executive vice president and
chief administrative officer of LSI,
one of the nation’s largest service
providers in the residential collat
eral assessment and title and clos
ing industries. He is responsible
for the finance/accounting, legal,
human resources, and business
services departments. Before join
ing the technology company, based
in Coraopolis, PA, Patrick worked
for Desai Capital, a private equity
investor and LSI’s majority share
holder.
Rick Foster was honored
recently by his employer, the U.S.
government, for outstanding work.
On April 17, he and others
received the Presidential Distin
guished Executive Award at a U.S.

State Department dinner. Rick was
characterized as “having the
toughest actuarial job in the coun
try,” which he thinks is true, based
on the pressure he continually feels
from the executive and legislative
branches of the government, no
matter what the political party.
Rick has donated the cash portion
of his award to the College to start
a prize in mathematics.
James K. Lowery , 1675 Riverwood
Dr., Jackson, MS 39211-4828, <bizcentr@teclink.net>.
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' f) At Alumni Weekend,
no one came forward
to take on the job of class secre
tary, so I (Jay) shall continue on,
by default.
Jay Yutzey , 1254 Norwell Dr.,
Columbus, OH 43220, <yutzey.2@
osu.edu>.
I ft “

Steve Gault has been
elected to the Board
of Trustees of the College, begin
ning in October. (See page 6.)
S u zan n e S c h lu e d e rb e rg , 3385
Carl Ct., Ann Arbor, M I 48105,
<suz@umich. edu>.
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Please let us hear
from you.
B ill I rvine , 1954 Columbia Rd.
NW Apt. 802, Washington, DC
20009-5041, <caterace@aol.com>.
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Holly Wilson
Whitcomb’s latest
book is called Practicing Your Path:
A Books of Retreats for an Inten
tional Life (Innisfree Press, 2002).
This user-friendly book will appeal
to spiritual seekers in the Christian
tradition. Holly is married to John
Whitcomb ’73, the author of
Capitate Your Kids: Give Your Kids
a Financial Head Start (Popcorn
Press, 2000).
A n d re a

J. S te e n b u rg Simmers,

2121 Breeds Rd., Owings Mills, MD

Rob Morrow of
I / / O Alexandria, VA, prom
ised himself that he’d write when
he finished his dissertation. He’s
done, and here’s his note.
“After leaving Woo, I earned a
master’s of public administration
at American U in Washington,
DC. I worked in federal govern
ment consulting for more than 13
years but decided toward the end
of my time with Arthur D. Little
Inc. to get out of that business.
“With some trepidation, I set
out to do what I had always want
ed to do: become a historian. 1 had
been a history major at Wooster,
but counselors had dissuaded me
from entering an academic field
that had far too many Ph.D.’s for
too few jobs.
“However, by the late 1980s,
most observers thought that things
would be better in a few years. So I
took the plunge. Little did I know
it would take 12 years to finish the
master’s and doctorate degrees.
“Now that I am done, it seems
worth it. I love teaching. College
students are so receptive and moti
vated (on the whole). I teach
American history and specialized
courses in my field, media history.
My dissertation is a history of the
television program ‘Sesame Street.’
“I teach as an adjunct, parttime, paid by the course on an asneeded basis. The job market is
still very tight. My wife, Stephanie
(Cornell ’73), and I met and mar
ried in 1979. Last fall we watched
both of our daughters leave home,
one to the U of Minnesota, the
other to France as an exchange
student. Having put my family
first, I am more proud of our mar
riage and our two daughters than I
am of any professional accom
plishment.” Reach Rob at 2706
Mosby St., Alexandria, VA 22305.
Based on his career since leav
ing Wooster a quarter century ago,
Rob advises, “Figure out what it is
you love doing, and then find a
way to do it for a living.”
D ana Vandenberg M urphy , 3175
Warrington Rd., Shaker Heights,
OH 44120-2428.
1 Q 7 "7 I (Bonnie) am thrilled
to continue as your
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Share your thoughts w ith accreditation team
The College of Wooster is seeking comments from alumni and friends in
preporotion for a periodic evaluation by its regional accrediting agency. The
College will undergo a comprehensive evaluation visit November 11-13,
2002, by a team representing the Commission on Institutions of Higher
Education of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. The
team will review the College's ongoing ability to meet the Commission's cri
teria for accreditation and general institutional requirements.

secretary. We could not have
picked nicer weather for Alumni
Weekend, our 25th reunion —
clear blue skies, sparkling sun. The
campus continues to resemble an
Ivy League college set in the midst
of Ohio farm country.
I am impressed by the diversi
ty of our class alumni. We cover a
wide range of careers including
entrepreneurs, full-time parents,
amateur jocks, waitresses and wait
ers, artists and struggling artists,
doctors, loners, socialites and
social workers, teachers, scientists,
ministers, missionaries, and Peace
Corps workers, among many other
fields. It’s amazing that a small col
lege produces such varied citizens
of all walks of life.
We enjoyed sentimental occa
sions such as the Parade of Classes
and the sound of bagpipes, and
mingled with familiar and unfa
miliar friends at a wine-tasting
party (a Presbyterian tradition
from merry old Scotland?). We
had an old-fashioned barbecue
and heard a piano recital by the
well-known and accomplished
Brian Dykstra (music).
Seminars were available for
the individualists who used to
spend Wooster winters going bare
foot. Some classmates cuddled up
to a tree to read. Others used
library computers to keep up with
their work. Sports opportunities
abounded, and the children had a
great time at Camp Woo.
Reflecting on the weekend
brings to mind some hopes I have
for the College and its alums. I
hope the new Wooster will not be
a school for the wealthy but con
tinue to attract and enable stu
dents of varying economic means.
My own parents are hard
working conservatory graduates
who struggled to put their kids
through Harvard, Denison, and
Wooster. I was fortunate to get a
music scholarship, though I was
not even sure I wanted to major in
music. Inspired by my college
voice professor to follow my
dreams, I continue to study voice
and violin and have started a
music school in my home. I enjoy
teaching students to sing and play
classical and popular music.
I also hope that Wooster does
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not turn into a “cushy” school. I
never worked so hard as when I
was at the College. I learned to
appreciate different points of view
as well as to sing and play music.
In talking to summer school
students on campus in June, I
found that some practice religions
other than Christianity. I hope to
see the new C.O.W. bursting with
ethnic and religious diversity so
that future generations can under
stand various cultures and con
verse with people from all over the
world. Our student hosts from
Ghana were so hospitable. When
we visit other countries, I hope we
will be as appreciative.
Finally, I hope that our illus
trious and successful alumni
remember to help those whose
idealism does not always match
their financial compensation.
Thanks to our outgoing presi
dent, Sue Lundal, who was mar
ried in May. I enjoyed serving with
her; her love for the College is
deep. Welcome to our new class
officers: president, Bob Dyer; vice
president, Bill Huffman; and
treasurer, Joanne Blake Fidler.We
would love to have brief notes
from everyone. Note my
(Bonnie’s) new e-mail access.
David Kirkpatrick III says, “I
always read the class news with
interest. I have been happily
entrenched in the practice of gen
eral and peripheral vascular sur
gery in Cincinnati for 21 years.
We’ve come back to campus over
the past few years to visit nephews
and have been impressed at the
changes. I show my daughters key
landmarks, such as where the
Shearer House gang played latenight football in the snow.”
B onnie Savage, 4306 River St.,
Willoughby, OH 44094-7815,
<bonniesavage@mailstation.com>.
1 Q “t

John Gill writes, “I
had the pleasure of
seeing Liz Morrison when she vis
ited NYC in March in her role as
finance manager for the Port of
Seattle. Liz kindly includes me in
her schedule when she can during
her trips east — one of the perks
of her job (not seeing me, visiting
NYC). I hope to get out to Seatde
to see Liz and husband Rich on

their home ground.
“One other small bit of news.
My wife and I are the happy/tired/
proud parents of a third child,
Anna Marie, born on Mar. 26.”
W endy B urg B eatty, 340 Gosling
Dr., North Wales, PA 19454-2726,
<BeattyBurg@aol.com>; Patt
C arpenter , 110 Endres Dr. Apt. 1,
Mattydale, N Y 13211, <pcarpen2@
twcny.rr.com>; R obin Stocksdale,
7114 Rodgers Ct., Baltimore, MD
21212, <73253.3372@compuserve.
com>; and Evie Z iegler, 309 33rd
St., West Palm Beach, FL 334074909.
A “f Q Jim Black, area man
ager of association
development for the Greater
Cleveland Growth Association,
spoke at Wooster in April during
the communication department’s
Communication Week.
The women’s basketball team
at Furman College has a new
coach, Sam Dixon. He joined the
staff this spring, fulfilling a dream
that began at Wooster, to coach a
Division I team. He’s the first black
head coach at the Greenville, SC,
college and the first man to head
the Lady Paladins’ program. Sam
comes to Furman from Clemson,
where he was assistant coach for
the women’s team.
P eg W eissbrod M arunowski, 1084
Dorsh Rd„ South Euclid, OH
44121, <mlw@stratos.net>; Larry
N ader , 307 W. Wooster St., Bowling
Green, OH 43402-2807, <LCNader
@wcnet.org>; and Laurie G landt
Steiner , 3599 MacDonald Circle,
Richfield, OH 44286, <chip@raex.
com>.
IO 0

Jane Kasserman,
Betsy Browning
Hopkins, and Mary Curl Gorte
met for “a fun reunion” in the Big
Apple in March. They took in The
Full Monty, shopping, and muse
ums and even had lunch with Ann
Kasserman Rodgers ’81.
Leslie Davis Heiner writes,
“The Scot Cottage women will
continue our biennial vacation in
June. This year we have rented a
house at Lake Chautauqua, NY. A
majority of the women of Scot
Cottage attend, it’s fabulous. Yes,
we are all still best friends.

“This spring I visited Judy
Moorman Lofgren in Chicago,
where she now lives. As for me, I
am still counsel and policy analyst
for the Republicans in the Indiana
House of Representatives. I am
also on the school board for a new
charter school in Indianapolis.
“This is the first year for char
ter schools in Indiana, so serving
on the school board is quite an
adventure. Everything we do is a
first in this state. Our communitybased school will feature a strong
cultural component, re-energizing
local commitment to the arts. I
continue to serve on the board for
the Indianapolis Lawyers chapter
of the Federalist Society.”
Bonnie Bosworth sends this
update, “I teach high school sci
ence in Cheraw, SC. My son, Brett
Davisson, is a freshman at Georgia
Tech. I have three daughters, Karin
(16), Michele “Shelly” (13), and
Lauren “Cheyenne” (6). I still
swim four miles every week. Never
felt better.”
Sam Steimel and his wife
hope to move into their renovated
farm home east of Millersburg,
Ohio, in late summer.
Susan Estill, 1817 Keller Lake Dr.,
Burnsville, M N 55306-6378,
<sestill58@aol.com>; D on Leake,
10303 Dickens Ave., Bethesda, MD
20814; and J enny W atson , 1551
Oakmount Rd„ South Euclid, OH
44121, <Jlwats626@aol.com>.
Drew Levinson tells
i
us that John
Pizzarelli died in April of Lou
Gehrig’s disease. The class sends its
condolences to John’s family and
friends. A fund has been set up for
his young son and daughter. If
you’d like to contribute, the
address is: John James Pizzarelli
Children’s Trust, Attn.: Maggie
Pizzarelli, 7 Oak Tree Ln.,
Hampton Bays, NY 11946.
Barb Shelli-Sullivan heads the
human resources department of
IntelliSpace, a business-to-business
Internet service provider head
quartered in NYC. She’s been there
about two years and loves it —
although she knows nothing about
configuring a router, “pinging” an
address, or writing code.
Barb writes that she is “senior”
to most of the staff, and they rely
on her experience to provide
Wooster
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staffing, recruitment, counseling,
and other support. The different
aspects of her job keep her on her
toes, but she has trouble remem
bering what it was like to be just
starting a career.
Last year Barb and her hus
band purchased a home on
Stratton Mountain in southern
Vermont. They spend most week
ends there (except during the win
ter) with their children (10, 5, and
3) and Molly Brown, a wacky
pooch. Barb can be reached at
<sullivan@intellispace.net> or 30
Sargent Rd., Scarsdale, NY 10583.
Linda Ossman Specht recent
ly became a National Board
Certified Teacher, a process both
rigorous and rewarding. She
received an American Memory
Fellowship with the Library of
Congress and still actively works in
that arena. She travels the country
giving presentations about the
American Memory Digital
Archives and urges us all to check
out their Web site at <memory.
loc.gov>.
Linda teaches at Strongsville
(Ohio) High School, and I (Lou)
run into her frequently at school
and soccer games — our sons are
on the same team.
This past year Linda helped a
College of Wooster senior with I.S.
Linda’s students completed surveys
for the project on MTV video clips
they viewed.
I (Lou) work for the defense
finance accounting service in
Cleveland as the division chief for
the group that produces financial
reports for the U.S. Department of
the Navy — quite different from
my 20-plus years as a juvenile pro
bation officer and special educa
tion teacher. But I enjoy this job.
I travel to various ports in the
country and visit Washington, DC,
quite a bit. My wife, Amy, and I
have two sons, Scott (16) and
Zachary (11), and reside in the
Cleveland area. I see or hear from
several classmates but want them
to share their own stories.
When I signed on as class sec
retary, many of you promised to
send news. See my new e-mail
address below.
Lou O ckunzzi, 9789 Woodhurst
Dr., Strongsville, OH 44149-1375,
<louockunzzi@yahoo.com>.
Summer 2002
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Gregory Scott and
Lf t Laurie Lewis’81
Tonian moved to the Dallas area
in 1985. They write, “Our daugh
ter, Christina, arrived in 1986 and
son, Eric, came along in 1992. We
play over-30 co-ed soccer on Fri
day evenings and helped found a
local running club.
“We were still recovering from
jet lag over reunion weekend, after
celebrating our 20th year of mar
riage with a visit to France.” Greg
has a new job as product market
ing manager for Glazers. He sends
a special hello to friends from First
Section. His new addresses are
6500 Stewart Blvd., The Colony,
TX 75056 and <gtonian@aol.
com>.
Another Texan, Nathaniel
Ross Miller, is a research scientist
in geology at the U of Texas at
Dallas. Contact him at <miller@
utdallas.edu> or 7421 Frankford
Rd. Apt. 926, Dallas, TX 75252.
I (Barbara) now have two co
secretaries: John Shafer and Susan
Lancaster Toner. Welcome them
with news!
B arbara B rown , 720 Queen Anne
Ave. N. Apt. 209, Seattle, WA
98109, <bbrownl5@qwest.net>;
J o hn P. Shafer , 6208 Ridge Pond
Rd. Apt. F, Centreville, VA 201214061, <fragrancesources@hotmail.
com>; and Susan L ancaster
T oner , 11593 Westbury PL,
Carmel, IN 46032, <susan_toner@
hotmail.com>.
1 Q O O CharleneKempQueener and John ’84
had twins last June. Charlene
writes, “Jelani and Jabari came into
this world two months early, but
the entire family (Aisha, Malik,
Jelani, and Jabari) is doing
extremely well. I’m looking to hear
from Pam Willis Zimmerman and
Gregg Potter ’84. Where are you?
Contact me at <ckl5@uakron.
edu>.”
Jennie Saliers, 245 Beverly Rd. NE,
Atlanta, GA 30309, <levsal@aol.
com>.
I0 0

Where are all of you
these days?
E lizabeth R enner C lick , 2312
Miramar Blvd., Cleveland, OH
44118-3819, <jneclick@aol.com>,
and Jane Paxton H offman , 2622
Northwood, Toledo, OH 43606-

3706, <jphoffman@buckeye-express.
com>.
1 AO

Steven and Sue Herr
Allen lived in Atlanta
from 1995 to 2001. Steven writes,
“It was a great time in our lives
and a fertile one — we had three
of our four children there. Our
fourth and last child, Jeremiah
“J.T.,” was born last June. We have
two boys and two girls (ages 7, 5,
3, and 1). We live in New Wil
mington, PA, where I am the chap
lain at Westminster College. Sue
and I run a lot. I just ran my sec
ond marathon.” Reach the Allens
at <allensm@westminster.edu>.
My (Jennifer’s) husband, Alex
Landefeld, and I moved back to
Pennsylvania this spring. We had a
wonderful cross-country trip with
our son, Gordon (6 mos.), as well
as my parents, Glen ’55 and Carol
Burrows. They graciously drove
the 15-ft. moving truck while Alex
and 1 drove our station wagon
with Gordon.
We saw the Grand Canyon,
Walnut Canyon, and a number of
other wonderful sights along the
over-3000-mile trip.
We thoroughly enjoyed our
two years in California but are
happy to be back home to raise
our son. Our address reverts to the
old one in Pennsylvania; we never
sold our house here.
J ennifer B urrows Landefeld , 589
Ayers Ave., Turtle Creek, PA 15145,
<jennsbl@jennsbl.com>.
Q O

Mark Dowley is the
youngest vice chair
man to date at the advertising
giant McCann. He accomplished
this in part by convincing celebri
ties to hawk consumer goods, like
uniting Tom Cruise with a pair of
Oakley sunglasses for Mission
Impossible 2. Nice work, Mark.
Grant Stevenson wants to
reconnect with Wooster folks at
912 W. Walnut St. Apt. 1, Allen
town, PA 18102-4800 or <thunderbirdgs@juno.com>.
Jody English writes from
Andrews Air Force Base, “In the
Air Force for the last 10 years, I
should finish my obligation in
June (though that may be involun
tarily extended indefinitely, thanks
to the ‘war’).”
Jody did a medical residency

in Dayton then went to San
Antonio for training and staff
work in cardiology. She’s enjoyed
her military career but is “ready to
become a civilian again.”
Jody will join the Ohio Heart
Health Center, a cardiology group
in Cincinnati, upon her release
from the military. She has traveled
to Japan, Australia, and Nepal. But
she says she wasn’t “brave enough
or in-shape enough to climb Mt.
Everest.” Contact her at <jleng99@
aol.com>.
P eter A nderson , 911 Cornelian
St., Redondo Beach, CA 902773002, <peter.d.anderson@boeing.
com>, and C harles R yan, 5
Vannina PI, West Hills, N Y 117436437, <cryan@lab21.com>.
Daniel Rozmiarek
writes, “Rebecca and I
welcomed daughter Anna Elyse on
Sept. 12,2001. Rebecca works at a
middle school here in Bel Air, and
she believes that the stress of
working the phones on 9/11 sent
her into labor a week early. Our
older daughter, Sarah (7), loves her
baby sister. Contact me at
<danieloz@yahoo.com> .”
Congratulations are in order
for the winner of the Whiting
Writer’s Award, our own Samrat
Upadhyay. The assistant professor
of English at Baldwin-Wallace
College won the fiction award for
his collection of short stories,
Arresting God in Kathmandu
(Mariner Books, 2001). Samrat
notes that reading Salman
Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children
while at the College greatly influ
enced his work.
“There was this Indian writer
writing about India, using a lan
guage that was partly Indian and
still making a name for himself,
gaining an international audience,”
Samrat told the Cleveland Plain
Dealer in February. The award is
given by the Whiting Foundation.
Previous winners include Alice
McDermott, Jonathan Franzen,
and Michael Cunningham.
At our recent reunion, I (Lisa
Diment Panepento) agreed to
serve as class secretary. Thanks to
long-time secretary Karen Gumby
Johnson. Send me some news!
Lisa D iment Panepento , 4130
Mallard Way, Wooster, OH 44691,
<LBPanepento@aol. com>.
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SusanLimkemann
Evans writes, “My
husband, Sean, and I welcomed
our first child, Megan Alice, in Feb.
2001. She is always smiling and in
a state of perpetual motion, bring
ing us endless joy. We live in Bay
Village, Ohio. I am an attorney at a
small Cleveland law firm and
devote the majority of my practice
to estate and trust work. I would
love to hear from fellow alumni at
<smevans@exl00.com>.”
I (Sara) had an addition to
our family. Andrew Foster Martin
was born on Feb. 13, joining his
sister, Tess (3). I went back to my
job as business manager in the
biology department at Boston U in
June.
I have been in contact with
Trip Wadleigh, who recently
moved to Martha’s Vineyard. He
commutes to Boston and NYC for
his job with Brown Brothers and
enjoys island life with wife
Kimberley and their three kids.
Find him at <tkmw@adelphia.
net>.
Lisa Park now has tenure at
the U of Akron. She will be going
on sabbatical next year, splitting
her time between London, Malawi,
and Duluth, MN. Recently named
a Paleontological Society Distin
guished Lecturer, she serves as an
editor with Geology and as an offi
cer for the GSA Limnogeology
Division. She would love to hear
from Wooster grads in the AkronCleveland area.
Kenneth Gale Potee, the father
of Jenny Potee, writes that Jenny
recently graduated from the U of
Massachusetts School of Nursing.
Jenny and husband Peter L.
Hurwitz have a son, Nathaniel
Cooper Hurwitz (7). Their address
is P.O. Box 358,377 Walnut Hill
Rd., Orange MA 01364.
Laura T uennerman -K aplan , 60
Stockton Ave., Uniontown, PA
15401-2839, <laura@umrpc.com>;
Sara P otier M artin , 27 Gooch St.,
Melrose, MA 02176, <sarawmartin
@hotmail.com>; and M iatta
W ilson , 6920 Kenwood Ave.,
Dallas, TX 75214-3242, <miattaw
@aol.com>.1
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NjuruNg’ang’a
□
writes, “After graduat
ing from Wooster, I returned to
Kenya, full of nation-building zeal
44

and youthful idealism. I worked in
contract management for the U.S.
government (USAID) for five
years and in the private sector run
ning a new shopping mall for
another five.”
Njuru married his childhood
sweetheart in 1992. They have two
daughters, Wanjiru (8) and
Wambui (6) and have settled in
the Philadelphia area for a while.
Njuru recently completed an
M.B.A. and is looking for openings
in financial services. He would love
to network with Wooster friends at
<njuru9@yahoo.com>.
Coincidentally, Kenya resi
dents Marco Brighetti, his wife,
Donna, and sons Massimiliano
and Michele also send greetings.
Laurence Evan Myers says, “I
am going through a wonderful
period of my life!” He is moving to
Kuala Lumpur to teach physical
education and coach volleyball at
the International School.
“I have never been to Asia and
have heard the most wonderful
things about Malaysia so I am
looking forward to it, though I will
miss Colombia very much, espe
cially my volleyball team.” Reach
him at <boulimyers@europe.
com>.
Lance Mason has been
appointed to the Eighth House
District in the Ohio State Legisla
ture. Lance was previously the dis
trict director for U.S. Representa
tive Stephanie Tubbs Jones (Ohio).
Jerry Hammaker writes, “After
a three-year stint in Hilton Head
Island, SC, Kristi and I built a
place in our hometown of South
Williamsport, PA. Kristi took a job
with the Pennsylvania College of
Technology (Penn State branch
campus) as fitness center director.
“I am head coach of the men’s
and women’s swim teams at
Lycoming College. It’s a dream job
— coaching a college team in my
hometown. In my first season the
women went 12-0 (first ever unde
feated), broke seven records, and
won the Freedom Conference title.
The men were 8-2 and shared the
conference title.”
Jerry’s biggest news is the
arrival of Payton Eric on Jan. 18.
“No one would guess that I’m a
Chicago Bears fan, naming my
first-born after Walter Payton —
our dog is named Ditka! Payton

looks like a natural swimmer with
big hands and feet. I’d love to hear
from old swimming teammates
and the guys from Lewis House, at
<hammaker@lycoming.edu>.”
Matt Owens lives in Chagrin
Falls, Ohio, with his wife, Molly, an
elementary school teacher, and
their daughter, Emily Sara, who
was born on Mother’s Day 2001.
Matt enjoys fatherhood tremen
dously. He writes, “Nothing can
prepare you for the birth of your
child. All of a sudden nothing else
matters other than just playing on
the floor with Emily.” He would
love to hear from other alums at
<mcomwo@msn.com>.
After Wooster, Matt earned a
graduate degree in geology. He has
worked for Parsons Engineering
Science, an environmental and
engineering firm in Cleveland,
since 1990. Apparently Parsons is
the former or current employer of
several other Wooster alums,
including Gary Gray, Terry Lahm,
Bill Britton, Robert Andrews, and
Paul Bowyer and Sean Buckley,
’91s.
Kirsten Scheer married John
Bauer, an aerospace computer sci
entist, in 1997 and gave birth to
Kaitlyn Elizabeth on Dec. 5, 2001.
She’s taking a break from her posi
tion as adjunct professor of Eng
lish at West Chester U near Phila
delphia. “I would love to hear from
you, EKOs!” Kirsten says. Send email to <jdbauer@erols.com>.
E rik a M. F ederm ann, 7713 Salem
Dr., Hudson, OH 44236-1454,
<efedermann@adelphia. net>.
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Machie M adden’92
and Christopher
Carini were married in NYC in
Sept. 2001. They enjoy living in the
West Village of Manhattan. Machie
started her own public relations
firm, specializing in promoting
companies that market businessto-business services. Chris works
for Champion Energy Corp., a fuel
oil distributor and HVAC service
provider that owns and operates
terminals and fuel oil companies
in several Eastern states.
Congratulations to everyone
with baby news. Rob Gratchner
and his wife, Trina, welcomed their
second daughter, Sophie, in
January. E-mail Rob at <robert.
gratchner@intel. com>.

In between a full schedule of
work and home projects. Josh
McKain and Amy added Lucy Jane
Hill McKain to their brood. Josh
would love to hear from Mike and
Elise Merrell Breen.
Marnie Reid also would love
to hear from folks at <marnreid@
umich.edu>. She works at the U of
Michigan School of Natural
Resources and Environment. In
March Marnie welcomed son
Patrick.
Kirk Neureiter reports from
overseas, “My wife and I had a
baby in October, Lisa Georgine.”
Also in October, Carolyn Strunk
Layne and her husband welcomed
son Christopher James.
Mardi Nott took a break from
her busy teaching and volunteer
schedule to write from New
Glarus, WI — not Austin, TX, as
was previously reported. We apol
ogize to Mardi for the confusion.
Send her e-mail at <mardinott@
yahoo.com>.
From Calcutta Amit Tibrewal
writes he and his wife, Swati, have
two beautiful children, daughter
Ishita (6) and son Ishaan (3).
Kimberly Sullivan-Plaga
works as part-time faculty at
Wright State U in the department
of biological sciences on a project
creating laboratory access for stu
dents in science. Check out
<http://biology.wright.edu/class>
for more information.
Every day Jamie Sloan bicycles
to her job as an art therapist for a
social services agency in down
town Pittsburgh. She enjoys a vari
ety of classes at a local art center
and often runs and cycles with
Katherine Luce Angell. Kate and
her husband recently enjoyed a
cycling trip to England.
Andrew Turner is a vice presi
dent in the structured finance divi
sion of J. P. Morgan. He recently
bought a house in Houston that he
shares with his yellow Lab, Max.
Jean Maxwell Rauschenberg and
her husband, Fritz, also have a new
home, in Bexley, Ohio. And Dalex
Walker Jr. purchased a house in
the East Falls area of Philadelphia.
He writes, “All Woozies are wel
come to visit.”
This spring, Deb Portner
earned an M.A. in psychological
clinical counseling. She works at a
counseling firm in Ashland, Ohio.
Wooster
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And Kim Strollo received an M.S.
in management information sys
tems from Case Western Reserve.
Jehan CanagaRetna and wife
Gopi moved to NYC in September.
He shares the following news.
“Sean Pickett is in Kansas City,
running his own law firm and spe
cializing in civil injury, criminal
defense, and Indian and water law.
He and his wife, Jenny, have one
child.
“Sean sees Beth Campbell and
her fiancS as well as Nicol Jones
’92. Chris Hyland also runs his
own law firm in North Carolina.
George Oommen, married to
Tarana, works for Lehman
Brothers in NYC. Sumanta
Banerjee, married to Akshita
Ghandhi ’91 Banerjee, works for
Evercore Partners Inc. in NYC.
“In Savannah, GA, Greg and
Shannon Murray ’92 Phlegar were
blessed with their second child.
“Vishal Jain works for Citi
bank in New Delhi. He is married
with two children. Vivek Batra
works for Prada in NYC. Mary
Calder Kools and her husband,
Steve, have a son. Marshal. They
live in Wisconsin.”
Jehan sees Stephanie Hugh ’91
often: “She traveled to Sri Lanka
last May. She lives and works in
Tennessee.”
Jehan continues, “It was great
to talk to Lorna Pires after about
six or seven years. She still lives in
Mississauga, Canada. I have also
been in touch with Scott D.
Lehman ’91, who is back in his
hometown of Harrisburg, PA, and
Dave Hughes ’91 in Philly.
“Hayes Abrams ’92 and wife
Beth live in Chicago. Ted “Smokes”
Hamilton ’89 and Brian Hanson
’88, are hanging out, while Diglio
Simoni ’89 just went to Syracuse to
complete a Ph.D.
“Alex Harmon ’88 owns his
own company, Verilux, and lives
with his family in Connecticut.
Yohan Weerasuriya ’89 lives and
works in Sri Lanka and has twins.
Will Porter ’88, still a baseball
fanatic, is married and lives in
Massachusetts. Will, the Sox have
no chance. Rob Abernethy ’89 is in
Texas, and Tim Ness ’89 is in
Chicago. He too has a child. Mia
Wright has moved to San Fran
cisco.”
Mia and Jehan had a great
Summer 2002

The wedding o f Beth
Hahne ’92 and Chris
Coors, Sept. 29, 2001.
(Back row, left to r)
Tim Russell, Dave
Kime, Andy Gardner,
’92s, Steve Sauer;
(Front) Mara Russell,
Katye McCullough
Russell ’91, Kathleen
Quinn '92, Beth,
Chris, Stacey
Hollingsworth
Gardner ’93, Jennifer
Spilburg Sauer ’92.

experience when she came to Sri
Lanka last year on a world trip.
Jehan recalls, “I took her to a
rugby game, what else?”
Finally, Jehan asks, “Anybody
know where John Fanselow and
Dave Brandt, ’87s, are?”
We think Jehan has a real
future with the magazine. E-mail
him and his wife at <ydcic@hotmail.com>.
R uth R eynolds C otter , 1077
Ardsley Rd„ Schenectady, NY
12308-3011; C andice D avis Palya,
704 Dunkirk Rd., Baltimore, MD
21212; and J ulie Rivinus , 364
Fairfield St. Apt. 2, Cambridge, MA
02140, <wooster_90@hotmail.
com>.
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Stephen and Nancy
McGraw Gfell wel
comed their first child, Abigail
Rae, in October. Nancy says, “We
love being parents! I am a social
studies teacher at Norwalk High
School, following in my mother’s
footsteps. I would love to hear
from classmates at <riverview@
accnorwalk.com>.”
Randal Horobik lives in “the
frozen wasteland” of North Dakota
where he is the news bureau man
ager and the director of forensics
at Dickinson State U. Randal start
ed a debate team on campus and is
proud to announce that the team
captured the state championship.
Randal plays as much poker as
time will allow in the historic town
of Deadwood, SD. Friends can
reach him at <chasin_twisters@
hotmail.com>.
Mark Hendrickson lives in
Suffolk, VA, with his wife, Michelle
Schreiber, and daughter Lillian (15
mos.). When he’s not playing with
Lillian, Mark is a flight officer on
an E-2C, a command and control
airplane, for the U.S. Navy. He fin
ished his second criuse, this one
on the U.S.S. Enterprise in the war
on terrorism. A few years ago he
served on the U.S.S. Theodore
Roosevelt in the war in Kosovo.

Find Mark at <mhendri@earthlin.net>.
Mark reports that Lane
Toensmeier is doing well in
Portland, OR, organizing state
workers and improving his skiing.
See the wedding photo of
David Hansen and Jennifer
Belmont on page 34.
D on C ampbell, 866 N. Arlington
Mill Dr., Arlington, VA 22205-1311,
<dcampbell@fec.gov>, and Katie
Jones M c C lelland, 1263 Circle
Dr., Arbutus, MD 21227, <rmcclelland@prodigy. net>.
1 O Q 1 Lillian Kuri is the
- executive director of
Cleveland Public Art, formerly the
Committee for Public Art, which is
devoted to improving the city’s
urban landscape. According to a
news article, Lillian recently imple
mented a plan to make Cleveland’s
Detroit-Superior (Veterans
Memorial) Bridge more pedestri
an-friendly by widening its side
walks, removing fences that
obstruct the view, and adding
benches and bike lanes. She lives in
Ohio City with her husband,
Kevin Poor.
Brian Grandison was induct
ed into Akron East High School’s
Luther D. Smith Hall of Fame in
March. He earned varsity letters in
track and football in high school
and was named “Most Out
standing Running Back.” Brian
worked for Ernst & Young, IBM,
and Compuware until 2000, when
he founded BGV Corp., a techsupport provider for Fortune 500
companies.
Amy Beth Christner Beilis
completed a Ph.D. in mathematics
at Rice U and continues to work
part-time for the U.S. Department
of Defense. Amy, Paul Beilis ’90,
and sons Benjamin and Andrew
would like to hear from friends at
<apbellis@erols.com>.
Ken Swope graduated from
the U of Michigan last August with
a Ph.D. in Asian history and is an

assistant professor of Asian and
World History at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, NY. Find him at
<kmswope@yahoo.com>.
Ken’s wife, Amy Hollaway ’91,
is the senior director of business
operations and adult program
ming at the Dutchess County
YMCA in Poughkeepsie. She also
teaches as an adjunct professor of
communications at Marist Col
lege. Contact her at <ajhollaway
@yahoo.com>.
The Class of 1992 had a fabu
lous time at the reunion. It was a
beautiful weekend, and it was great
to see so many fondly remembered
faces. I (Kathleen) wrote to many
classmates who were unable to
attend. They sent the following
news instead.
Myriam Fizazi-Hawkins
recalls 9/11 — she was heading
home from Morocco, and her
plane was detoured to Lisbon.
Miriam spent a week in Portugal
before arriving home safely.
She had organized a confer
ence on higher education in the
Arab world in Marrakech.
Ministers of higher education
from the Arab world, U.S. policy
makers, representatives of multi
lateral organizations (World Bank,
United Nations), and business
leaders attended. Queen Rania of
Jordan was the keynote speaker.
Miriam works with Sarah
Fuller ’95 at AMIDEAST in
Washington, DC. They are devel
oping an outreach program with
Fulbright students whose scholar
ships AMIDEAST administers.
Miriam says, “Wooster puts Sarah
and me on the same wavelength.”
In May Miriam enjoyed a
mini-reunion with Patricia Starek,
Cathy Clement ’91, and Maddie
Tieman in Pittsburgh. Then
Miriam, her husband, David, and
son Alexi traveled to Greece for
Orthodox Easter.
Beth Williams got married
two weeks after our reunion.
Lauren Michelle Yont married
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Matthew Philip Moreno on July
28, 2001. Lauren now is a student
at North Carolina State U College
of Veterinary Medicine.
Lauren, Amy Loser wants to
hear from you! Amy writes, “I’ve
been out of touch with everyone
except Charlotte Stimpson, who
lives in NYC. I work as a therapist
in a non-profit outpatient mental
health center. Six years ago I mar
ried Gavin Graff in New Orleans. I
was in graduate school then, and
he was completing a medical fel
lowship. We had a baby boy, Julian
Graff, in March. We also have a
daughter, Zoey Graff (3).”
Besides Lauren, Amy would
love to hear from Kelly Chur and
Heather Adams.
Mina Jain spent last year
teaching fifth grade at an
American bilingual school in
Cartagena, Colombia. This year
she taught fourth grade at a U.S.
State Department school in
Dakar, Senegal. Mina hopes to go
to Morocco or Washington, DC,
next.
Kimberly Ames Brickell was
in Beijing, China, in June. She is
working on a law degree at
Georgetown U, and the trip had
her studying Chinese business and
foreign investment law.
Kimberly has earned an M.A.
in economics at the U of Mary
land. She worked in international
development for about six years —
a job that took her to Southeast
Asia and Eastern Europe. Kimberly
now lives in Takoma Park, MD
(just outside of DC) with her two
dogs. Reach her at <kab25@bulldog.georgetown.edu>.
Jill Baumeister left her job at
Morgan Stanley in New York last
July to go to a small town in Hun
gary near the Ukraine border. She
teaches history in a dual-language
(Hungarian-English) high school
and says they are desperate for
native speakers. Contact her at
<jillybnyc@hotmail.com>.
Andrew Robertson and his
wife, Cari, went on a mission trip
to China last summer. They stayed
near the largest waterfall in the
country, Houngoshoo Falls. Cari
continues to teach, and Andrew is
finishing his second year of pedi
atric practice in Rice Lake, WI. He
also helps out with his church
youth group. Andrew ran his first
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The wedding o f Stephen McMillan ’93 and Kathryn Lynch, Feb. 23, 2002.
(Back row, left to r) Jefferson Beck, Michael Rachita, ’92s, Christopher Levy,
Steven Marroulis, ’93s, Adam Myers ’94, Marc Debree ’93; (Front) David
Stouffer '94, bride, groom, Caroline Rachita ’93.

marathon last summer in Duluth
and enjoys building furniture in
his spare time.
Annie Longsworth and John
Dallas ’90 welcomed their first
baby in March. They were unable
to attend the reunion, but Annie
sent news of the following alums
living in San Francisco.
Kathleen Millican married
Bill Bowers last August. They
recently bought a house. Kathleen
is a litigator at Lopez-Hodes.
Kristin DeVivo is busy with
her career and loves hiking, biking,
and hanging out with friends.
Paul D’Addario is “on his way
to being a world-famous actor.”
He’s currently involved in a pro
duction of O f Mice and Men.
Ethan Shaw ’93 and his girl
friend left California for Vermont,
where Ethan practices law.
LeAnn Judd ’94 moved to the
San Francisco area where she
works as a web producer for
Banana Republic.
Amy Hollander recently
returned from a year in Tokyo and
lives in a new condo in Fairfax, VA.
Robin Parker Hopkins and
her husband have a daughter,
Rhatia, who was 17 months old at
reunion time. Robin continues to
teach but hopes to move into
administration soon. Reach her at
<patrick815@netzero.net>.
I (Kathleen) am pleased to
continue to serve as secretary but
will miss Robin, former co-secre
tary. Keep your news coming!
It was completely rejuvenating
to be back on campus for the
reunion. I enjoyed seeing every
one. Many thanks to our outgoing
class president, Helen Wood, and

to members of our reunion com
mittee for all of their hard work.
Welcome to Heather Finck, our
new president.
K athleen Q u in n , 241 Johns Hill
Rd„ Highland Heights, KY 41076,
<quinnkl@email. uc.edu>.
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Gordon B. Calhoun
writes of a major life
change, “My fiancee, Lisa Busch,
and I are going to raise ponies and
thoroughbred race horses in rural
Virginia. We have three horses,
including a grandson of the great
Secretariat and a daughter of a
major Kentucky stallion named
Kris S. We also have an AngloArabian that is currently in foal to
a champion Arabian stallion.
“This is a huge change from
naval history but very spiritually
rewarding. I have moved to
Southampton County (population
14,000 vs. 1.5 million where I used
to live). My new addresses are
36203 Seacock Chapel Rd., Zuni,
VA 23898, <gcal71@aol.com>.
“I still work for the Navy in
Norfolk, where my museum has
the added responsibility of taking
care of the battleship Wisconsin. I
am also slowly finishing an M.A.
in history at Old Dominion U.”
During Wooster’s communi
cation department’s Communica
tion Week in April, Stacey
Hollingsworth Gardner spoke on
campus about her work as a
speech-language pathologist for
the Orange City Schools, outside
of Cleveland.
Christopher Campbell Angus
writes, “My fiancee, Neeta, and I
volunteered with The Humani
tarian Foundation in Costa Rica.

We also visited Ecuador, the Gala
pagos Islands, and Peru.”
Christopher has a new job as
vice president of operations at
Perfection Machinery Sales Inc.
Contact him at 1216 W. Webster
#3W, Chicago, IL 60614 or <angus
_chris@yahoo.com>.
“ After earning an M.S.W. and
practicing social work for a few
years, I went to law school,”
Claudia Rose reports. “I finished
in Dec. 2000 and passed the bar
the next May. I am an associate at
Elk 8t Elk Co. in Mayfield Heights,
Ohio, and live in Euclid. I would
love to hear from classmates at
<claireorchid@yahoo.com>.”
Brekke Jacobson married
Anne Cromien in 1997, and they
have two children, Kyra Elizabeth
(3) and Kristian Peter (1). The
family lives in Bakersfield, CA,
where Brekke attends Cal StateBakersfield. He is working towards
elementary school teaching cre
dentials and an M.Ed. His e-mail is
<bjacobson2@runner.csub.edu>.
Hilary Sayer Munson and
husband Brian welcomed son
Alexander in Oct. 2001. He joins
older sister Riley. The Munsons
live in Bethesda, MD.
Hilary writes, “I look forward
to seeing Jeanene Spohn O’Brien
’92 and Maggie Shenton in June,
when Jen Knauff marries Matt
Johns. On a business trip a few
months ago, I saw Laura Pass.
Laura and her husband, Andrew,
live in Colonial Williamsburg,
where she is a curator at a muse
um. I see Liz Padwe Muhlbaum
quite a bit.”
Hilary reports that Kathy
Sheldon and her husband,
Michael Teresi, had their first baby,
daughter Lauren, in April.
Anne Bryant Mettee and hus
band Jeff live and work at The
Hyde School, an independent high
school in Bath, ME. They wel
comed their second daughter,
Ryland Adams, last July 4. She
joins sister Holt (3). The Mettees
can be reached at <amettee@hyde.
edu> or <jmettee@hyde.edu>.
Mackenzie Ann was born to
TJ and Kim Kaiser Mallory on
Jan. 10. Mom and Dad happily
report that she is a great sleeper.
Kim works as a staffing specialist
for AT&T Broadband.
On Mar. 15 David Knox ’94
Wooster
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and I (Kristen) added Tanner
MacFarlane to the family. Brother
Whitaker and sister Reid are
thrilled. The dog remains skepti
cal.
A nn Schm itz F isher , 5251 Lannoo
St., Grosse Pointe, MI 48236-2137,
<CPFisher@teleweb.net>, and
K risten W hitaker K nox , 6240
Commonwealth Dr., Westerville,
OH 43082, <dkknoxl @earthlink.
net>.
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Rebecca Anne Davis
Gardner writes,
“David and I are saying goodbye
to the State of Indiana. David has
accepted a job as a chemistry pro
fessor, and we will move to South
Carolina this summer.”
Matthew Frankel has been
named director of media relations
for Rainbow Media Holdings Inc.,
a subsidiary of Cablevision
Systems Corp. and NBC. He has
charge of media and industry rela
tions as well as public affairs. Matt
previously worked in communica
tions on Capitol Hill at the Demo
cratic Leadership Council.
Lynn Whipkey married
Charles Mehler III last November
in Washington, DC. (See the photo
on page 37.) The couple lives in
Potomac, MD. Lynn works as an
attorney with the FDA.
Liz Bugbee and Paul Caviglia
’95 expanded their family when
Abigail Karen arrived in Dec. 2001.
They live in North East, PA.
Adam Clark notes, “It is
amazing to look back on the years
since graduating from Wooster. If
time really is a human construct,
we seem to have relatively little
control over it. Life continues to
unfold in mysteries.
“Last year I moved from near
ly 230 acres on a rural mountain
in Vermont to Tokyo. Biko, the
dog, has handled the move well
and is making progress in Japanese
but is weak in reading Kanji.
“Adventure/Experiential Edu
cation continues to be an occupa
tion and a lifestyle with rejuvenat
ing twists and turns. I would love
to catch up with a number of you.
Shall I name names ?” Contact
Adam at <funnhog@excite.com>.
T amara C. C ampbell, 1012 Bishop
Rd. #1, Grosse Pointe Park, MI
48230-1421, and E leanor Kalejs
Ryman , 3826 Staghorn Dr.,
Summer 2002

The wedding of Brooke Watts '93 and Jeffrey DelVecchio, Oct. 6, 2001. (Left to r)
Rich McClelland, Katy McClelland, '91s, groom, bride, Laura Dardashti '93.

Longmont, CO 80503, <eleanoryman@hotmail.com>.
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Elise Bates Russell
sent news for the last
issue, but it never reached us. She
writes, “After completing a mas
ter’s degree in architecture at the U
of Michigan, I have kept myself
busy restoring a 1920s home in
Plymouth, MI, doing free-lance
design work, and taking care of
our family’s newest addition, Anna
Robinson Russell, born on Aug.
16, 2001. What fun each new day is
with a little one!” Find Elise at
<ebrussell@ureach.com>.
Brennan Matthew Hadden
has a new job as technical support
manager for JSI Fund Raising
Systems Inc. Contact him at 135A
Windy Tree Ln., Newport News,
VA 23608 or <hadden@concentric.net>.
John W. Gray III writes, “I left
Wooster after the first semester of
my sophomore year and have been
involved in music ever since. I was
a member of the Grammy Award
winning gospel group, Kirk
Franklin and The Family, and
toured with another Grammy
Award-winning group, dc Talk,
promoting racial reconciliation. I
also appeared on the TV show
‘Sister, Sister.’
“Currently I coordinate youth
ministries and direct teen church
at The Cathedral Second Baptist
Church, a 6,500 member congre
gation in Perth Amboy, NJ. I also
am president and CEO of MannaGod Enterprises Inc., which con
sists of a record company and a
clothing company. I would love to
hear from anyone who remembers
me at <johnnie732@aol.com>.”
Ellen Harris recently pur
chased a house in Alexandria, VA,
that she shares with dog Brady.
Diana Idriss ’96, Amanda
Carey, and Mindy Maxwell got
together in Key West this spring.
Kate McNeece ’96 and Eric
Black welcomed Ian Robert Black
on Feb. 23, “one day shy of his

dad’s birthday.” His parents say,
“He’s the most perfect child ever,
and since his grandparents agree, it
must be so. Check out his pics at
<www.geocities.com/blackmcneece>.” Reach the family at
<pinkpimpernel@aol.com>.
Deborah Davidson married
Jason Worchel last November.
(See photo on page 41.)
Send word of your exciting (or
not so exciting) lives. We’d love to
hear from you!
B ecca Sanders M astin , 4 Fall
River Ct., Fairfield, OH 45014,
<beccamastin@worldnet. att. net>.
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Gary Thomas Nye
has moved to
Oakmont, PA, where he is a golf
professional at Oakmont Country
Club. He was recently elected to
member status in The Professional
Golfers’ Association of America.
Find him at <GaryTNye@aol.
com>.
Douglas and Tasha Stolle ’99
Peacock have a new address, 2119
Arnold Palmer Blvd., Louisville,
KY 40245.
Latasha Naidu began a year
long internship in internal medi
cine at the U of Virginia School of
Medicine Hospitals in Roanoke,
VA, this June. “I am thoroughly
looking forward to 80-hour work
weeks,” she wrote earlier. “My
studies took me to Chicago, IL,
where I did two months of anes
thesia and trauma surgery at Cook
County Hospital, and Brooklyn,
NY, where I did pediatrics at the
State U of New York.
“I have kept in touch with one
Wooster grad for six years, my
fiance, Jin Choi ’97. Jin is complet
ing a master’s of architecture at
Ohio State U, and we relocated to
Virginia in June. I have also kept in
touch with my good friend and
junior year roommate, Andrea
Peoples ’95. I’d like to hear from
Fu-Mei Tan ’95 and Anke Fischer
’97 at <tashnaidu@hotmail.com>.”
Emilie McLarnan is back in
Gambier, Ohio, after selling canoes

in Madison, WI, for the past four
years. She works at a domestic vio
lence shelter as the assault preven
tion educator and teaches “little
children to be strong, safe, and
free!”
Emilie writes of a February
reunion in Wooster with Sarah
Day and Julie Macecevic and Greg
Keidan, ’95s. Sarah teaches high
school biology in Rockville, MD,
and trains for a marathon in her
spare time. Julie is in massage
school in Pittsburgh after return
ing from the Peace Corps in
Morocco, and Greg has relocated
from Albuquerque to Athens,
Ohio, where he works at Ohio U.
Emilie asks if anyone knows
where Katy Anderson is. Let her
know at <clarnan@hotmail.com>.
I (Meredith) spent time with
several Wooster people during a
visit to Boston for a conference.
Eric Burkhart currently works at
Tufts U after living in the Raleigh/
Durham area for a few years.
Others in this group were Seth and
Jobie McCreight Fagans, Zach and
Anne Overton Lyman, Mandy
King, and Kristin Dobbs Parent, all
’97s who reside in the Boston area.
It was great to see them and remi
nisce.
1 owe Janet Engle Holsinger
and her husband, David, a major
apology. For the last round of
notes, their wedding photo made
its way to my desk but got no fur
ther. I could have sworn I sent it
until I saw the magazine, and it
wasn’t in there. Whoops! Wish it
had been a computer virus...
Attendees at the Holsingers’
July 7, 2001, ceremony included
Michele Wing, Laura Deloye, and
Jennifer Kostelnik as well as Steve
Nichols, Anthony Kerr, Tara Burgy,
’94s, Lisa Hannan ’95, and Karen
Engle ’98. Congratulations again!
M e re d ith G ra h am , Apt. 321, 305
Montefiore St., Lafayette, IN 47905,
<mgraham@ecn.purdue.edu>;
M ic h e lle P e rrig o , Apt. C19, 2114
Sunnyside Dr., Kalamazoo, MI
49048, <meesch@stratos.net>; and
A n d re w V e lle n g a , 226 Live Oak
Ct., Midway Park, NC 28544,
<avellenga@ec. rr.com>.
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Amy Marie
Blanchard still works
as an educational aide and recently
was hired as an account manager
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in the card member services divi
sion of Discover Card Financial
Services. She keeps in contact with
many Wooster friends. Reach her
at <blan6707@earthlink.net>.
Peter and Katherine Ewig
DiNardo just purchased their first
house and are excited for all to see
it. Their new address is 516
Lebanon St., Melrose, MA 02176.
In April Amy Clatworthy, a
researcher for the Better Homes
Fund in Boston, MA, spoke at
Wooster about her occupation as a
part of Communication Week.
The celebration of our fifth
reunion was a lot of fun. It was
wonderful to see so many of you
on campus. Beyond visiting with
old friends and catching up with
professors. Alumni Weekend was
the forum for electing a new class
secretary and president.
Congratulations to Suzanne
Fletcher, the new secretary. Sue is
in the process of moving, so it’s
best to use e-mail at this time.
Watch this column for a new snail
mail address. Ayesha Bell
Hardaway, <ayeshahardaway@
hotmail.com>, and I (Jobie
McCreight Fagans) share the
office of president.
In other news, Steve Dornbos
married Margaret Fraiser last May
in McRae, GA. The bride and
groom are each pursuing doctor
ates in geology at the U of
Southern California. Reach Steve
at <sdornbos@earth. usc.edu>.
It’s been a pleasure serving as
class secretary for the past five
years. Thank you to everyone who
sent updates for these class notes.
It was fun to hear from you and
share your news with everyone.
See you all in 2007!
S u zan n e M. F le tc h e r, 2026 Long
fellow St. NE, Canton, OH 44721,
<siouxfletch@yahoo.com>.
I A A O Pennsylvania goverI 770 nor Mark Schweiker
appointed Terrence Heubert as
the director of the governor’s
Washington, DC, office. Terry
began working there four years
ago as a staff assistant and has pur
sued Pennsylvania’s interests in the
White House and Congress.
Terry works to ensure that the
Commonwealth maximizes its
access to federal funding. He’s the
chief liaison between the adminis48

The wedding o f Erica Bramley and Timothy Montbach, ’97s, Sept. 22, 2001.
(Back row, left to r) Salman Saeed, Andrew Vellenga, ’96s, Asad Khan ’93; (Front)
Kate Sabin ’96, bride, groom, Evan Webster '97, Sadie Mahoney ’96.

tration and Pennsylvania’s con
gressional delegation. In his previ
ous position as associate director
in the Washington office, Terry
focused on transportation, educa
tion, community and economic
development, and corrections and
law enforcement issues.
Also in DC is Patrick Scott,
who writes, “I’ve moved to a dif
ferent part of Washington, about
three blocks from the National
Cathedral, and love the location.
Teaching is still going well, and it is
a lot of fun to have Marge Foote
’00 teaching with me in the music
department. My new address is
3901 Cathedral Ave. NW #101,
Washington, DC 20016, and my email is <Pscott@maret.org>.”
Susan Elizabeth Norfolk and
Gary Wilhelm got married on May
4 in Gastonia, NC, and live in the
new house they built in Durham.
Susan hopes to finish a Ph.D. in
chemistry at the U of North
Carolina by May 2003. Reach her
at <norfolk@email.unc.edu>.
Ryan N iemeyer, 3532 Brookstone
Dr. Apt. C, Cincinnati, OH 45209,
<rniemeyer@cincyreds.com>.
1 O Q O Ruchi Bhanot started
graduate school this
past fall in human development
and family studies at the U of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. She
enjoys the coursework, research,
and teaching. Ruchi worked with a
nonprofit organization in India
last year and met with Bethany,
Maria, Devoki, James, Maya,
Rahul, and Nitin over the winter
holidays. Anyone in Illinois, e-mail
Ruchi at <ruchi_bhanot@hotmail.
com>.
Syed Wasi Hassan returned to
Pakistan in April 2001 and was
amazed at the development in the
nascent IT sector. Syed met his
first year roomie there, Aazar
Bhandara. Syed writes, “I would

be glad to meet with any Wooster
alums in Karachi. Please contact
me at <swhassan@hotmail.com>.”
Christine Anderson recently
won the Kansas History Teachers
Association award for best gradu
ate paper.
Jodi Butter Reinicke writes, “I
got married last year. My husband,
Josh, and I bought a house, and I
began my career as a special needs
preschool teacher.” Reach Jodi at
<jodibu@email.com>.
See the wedding photo of
Michael Watson and Manon
Grugel on page 38.
K erry H ardy , 1300 Cecil B. Moore
Ave. Apt. 518 N, Philadelphia, PA
19122, <kerryhardyl998@yahoo.
com>, and C hristy R auch , 110
Oakbrook Dr., Columbus, IN
47201, <christyrauch@hotmail.
com>.
It is hard to believe
that two years have
gone by since graduation. People
are spread out all over the world
doing amazing things.
Jonathan Jones Freeman
writes, “I have been the assistant
men’s soccer coach at Radford U
for two years and love it. I now live
in Radford, VA, but will move back
to Blacksburg soon.” Contact him
at <jjfreekick@msn.com>.
Heather Van Almen lives in
Canton, Ohio, where she owns
Sun Solution Tanning Inc. with
fiance Paul Beauparlant. She also
works for a Fortune 500 company.
Heather reports, “Almost daily I
speak to or visit Leah Becki and
Holly Bockbrader ’99. They are
both doing great. And I have a new
Wooster connection: my family
has become the host family for
Lubo Tzanev ’99.
“I keep in contact with my
two favorite Wooster men, Erik
Lopez ’99 and Kagan McKittrick.
Both are doing very well and live

in their hometowns. I’d love to
hear from everyone at <Heather
_50@hotmail.com> or 2621 38th
St. NW, Canton, OH 44709.”
Kt Hoffman lives in Vermont
with Bryan Partridge ’99. Kt would
really like to get in touch with
Liibaan. Her e-mail address is
<feminazi9@yahoo.com>.
Bryan will attend Dartmouth
in the fall and then head to Italy
for six months with Kt to teach
three children. Reach him at <tiggernerd@hotmail.com>.
Lo'ic Pritchett just got a job at
ABC Channel 7 in Washington,
DC, as a production assistant and
floor director. He also is “putting
in hours at the Brookings Insti
tute.” Contact him at <pritchlc@
yahoo.com>.
Allison Erk still works at the
Hyde School in Connecticut teach
ing ninth grade English and
Spanish, coaching, and assisting
with residential life. She was look
ing forward to having some free
time once school was out. Find her
at 150 Route 169, P.O. Box 237,
Woodstock, CT 06281 or <allisonerk@hotmail.com>.
Becca Turner writes: “I have
returned to my roots and am
working as the assistant director of
admissions at Miss Porter’s School
in Farmington, CT. I also coach
lacrosse. I have visited with many
Wooster alums since my return.
Rob Benavides ’99 and I can be
reached at 193 Arnoldale Rd. Apt.
B4, West Hartford, CT 06119 or
<rebeccaturner27 @hotmail.com> .
Nellika Little lives in Alaska
but planned to go to Afghanistan
for a month to work with the UN
and the Asia Foundation on the
Loya Jirga formation, an assembly
of Afghans organizing a new gov
ernment. She will return to Alaska
for the summer. Her addresses are
<littlenellika@hotmail.com> and
943 S. St., Anchorage, AK 99501.
Erica House lives in Boston
with Sally Smith. Sarah Hibler
and Megan Tarrant live around
the corner, and Maggie Bucking
ham will soon move close by. Erica
teaches little ones French and is a
manager at Levi Jeans. She misses
Paris but will go back someday.
She’d love to hear from friends at
<ericahouse@yahoo.com>.
Sally Smith enjoys her work as
a research study coordinator at the
Wooster
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Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infir
mary but is unsure of what the
future may hold.
Kaushik Rathi took a new job
as business development manager
with Infinite Dimensions Inc.
Reach him at <krathi@infdim.
com>.
Katherine Varney writes, “Life
has been wonderful and very busy
this fall and winter.” She visited
Wooster in early February for the
Wooster/Wittenberg men’s basket
ball game and says, “It was great to
see many alums and current stu
dents.” Send e-mail to <kvarney@
wittenberg.edu> for more news.
Kate “Ned” Nederostek
earned a master’s of gerontological
studies from Miami U of Ohio.
She is taking some time off while
job hunting and can be reached at
<wooned77@yahoo.com>.
Jen Hayman still lives in DC
with Meg Burger and enjoys her
job as an academic support assis
tant at George Washington U. She
works mainly with the baseball,
golf, and women’s volleyball teams.
She looks forward to hearing from
friends at <jenhayman@yahoo.
com>.
Katherine Dugan returned to
DC after living and working in
Italy for two years. She misses fam
ily and friends and is searching for
a job in the area.
G. V. Malmgren writes, “Brian
Mirous and I flew out to Arizona
to visit Jim Hicks and Rachel
Evans, ’99s. I live in the Chicago
area and look forward to hearing
from other Wooster alumni at
<Geeves624@aol.com>.”
M aura F in n , 3 Stuyvesant Oval
Apt. 1Oc, New York, N Y 10009,
<finnartz@aol. com>.
Russell Kohrs is
working on a master’s
in geology at the U of Cincinnati.
Contact him at his new address:
211 Loraine Ave. Apt. 2, Cincin
nati, OH 45220.
Chris Brubaker returned
from an exciting Watson Fellow
ship this past December. He played
with brass bands in England,
Switzerland, Germany, and Japan.
Since his return, he has been sub
stitute teaching in Bucyrus, Ohio,
the “Bratwurst capital of America,”
as I (Joy) am told. Chris plans to
begin an M.D./Ph.D. program in
Summer 2002

medical research. Contact him at
<cj_brubaker@yahoo.com>.
Chris Gulgas will pursue a
Ph.D. in inorganic chemistry at the
U of Cincinnati. Wish him luck at
<gulgascg@hotmail.com>.
Timothy Hagen also will
return to school this fall to obtain
a secondary teaching certificate in
English. He plans to attend school
near his family in St. Louis. He
welcomes your e-mail at <tbhagen
@mindspring.com>.
Jacob Johnson and Ramon
Stewart share an apartment in
Euclid, Ohio. Jacob is an assistant
basketball coach at Case Western
Reserve U. He’s also working on an
M.A. in education at Cleveland
State U as well as an M.A. in polit
ical science at Case Western
Reserve.
Ramon works for McDonald
Investment Co. in Cleveland as an
associate research analyst. He is
pursuing real estate sales and
appraisal licenses and plans to
attend graduate school in the fall
of 2003 to study for an M.B.A.
Ramon reports that Seth
Tansey also lives and works in
Cleveland. Seth is working towards
an M.B.A. at John Carroll U.
Stephanie Nash was promot
ed at Baker U in Kansas. She works
as a program representative for the
professional and graduate studies
offices.
David Terrano does research
on Alzheimer’s disease at the U of
Chicago. E-mail him at <dtteera@
hotmail.com>.
Looking back at her successful
first year as an admissions coun
selor at Albion College, Emily Cole
reflects, “I love Albion though my
heart will always be with Wooster.
This summer I look forward to
traveling with friends and family. I
would love to hear from anyone at
<ecole@albion.edu>. Go, Scots!”
Emily sends the following
updates: Kate Opsincs finished her
first year of law school at Case
Western Reserve U; Stacie Packard
will soon head to graduate school
to study psychology; and Heather
Penny teaches in the Wooster
schools.
J oy B isho p , 9566 Shaw Rd„ Spen
cer, OH 44275, <joybishop22@hotmail. com>.

Alums at a charity event in Boston. (Left to r) Sally Smith,
Erica House, ’00s, Billy Betz, Megan Tarreut ’00.
Greetings from your
class president, Jen
Telishek, and secretary, Maren
Miller. Jen writes, “I have been
accepted into a children’s literacy
program for my next year with
Americorps. I will move to Salinas,
CA, in August with my car and a
pile of junk.” E-mail her at
<JRem79@aol.com>.
I (Maren) live in Delaware,
Ohio, and work for The Marion
Star newspaper as a copy editor.
My contact information is below,
including a special e-mail account
for our class only. Write and send
pictures often!
Dan Shortridge is copy edit
ing, too, for the Elyria ChronicleTelegram just outside of Cleveland.
Dan lives in Wooster and also does
free-lance writing. Contact him at
<danshortridge@hotmail.com>.
M a re n L. M ille r , 1324 East Towne
Ln. Apt. D, Delaware, OH 43015,
<Wooster02@hotmail.com>.

BIRTHS
’97 To Trevor and Beth
Breneman Garretson, a son,
Hunter, April 1, 2002, joining
brother Dylan
’93 To Erik and Alexis Sparks
Haakonsen, a daughter, Annika
Marjorie, May 4, 2002
’92 To Jim ’93 and Kathy
Heppner Goss, a son, Casey
Joseph, Dec. 27,2001
’92 To David and Emily
Wharton Koehler, a son, Ian
Wallace, Feb. 16, 2002
’91 To Steve and Sharon
Peters Moffatt, a son, Gibson
David, Aug. 5, 2001
’91 To Rob and Corttney
McClelland Scherer, a daughter,
Grace McClelland Scherer, May 16,
2002
’88 To Stephen and Karen
Ferguson Carl, a son, Trevor
Matthew, Mar. 11, 2002, joining
brother Aiden and sister Hannah.

OBITUARIES
’01 Cameron James Bonner,
Alexandria, VA, Apr. 11, 2002.
Born in Thailand, Cameron died
after a long battle with leukemia.
He is survived by his parents,
James and Linda Bonner, and
brother Graham.
H’64 John W. Gardner, Palo
Alto, CA, Feb. 19, 2002. Born in
Los Angeles, CA, John’s 50-year
career in education, philanthropy,
and politics touched millions of
lives. He earned a bachelor’s and a
master’s degree at Stanford U and
a Ph.D. at the U of California. He
married Aida Marroquin in 1934.
After WWII, John joined the
Carnegie Corporation and became
its president in 1955. He was an
adviser to Presidents Eisenhower,
Kennedy, and Johnson and
received the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 1964, the same year
that Wooster awarded him an hon
orary doctor of letters.
In 1965 John became the U.S.
Secretary of Health, Education and
Welfare. He founded Common
Cause in 1970 and later created
Independent Sector, an umbrella
group of non-profit organizations.
Surviving are his wife, two daugh
ters, four grandchildren, two greatgrandchildren, and a brother.
’60 Marilyn B. Cross, Colum
bus, Ohio, Mar. 23,2002. Raised in
Cadiz and Jewett, Ohio, Marilyn
majored in education at Wooster
where she worked on the Index
staff. She earned an M.A. from the
U of Akron and taught math and
computer science at Medina High
School for 26 years. She left active
teaching when she was elected vice
president of the Ohio Education
Association in 1986.
Two years later she began two
terms as president of the OEA. She
also served on the executive com
mittee for the National Education
Association, among other profes49

Family Loss

sional activities, and was a charter
member of the Medina A.A.U.W.
With family members, Marilyn, an
avid mystery fan, was a partner in
Foul Play Mystery Bookshop in
Westerville. A sister and two
brothers survive.
’59 David Q. Mackey,
Wooster, Feb. 25,2002. A Wooster
native, David majored in political
science and played string bass in
the orchestra and jazz ensemble at
the College. He joined Rubber
maid in 1959 and worked there as
an industrial engineer for 31 years,
in 1965 Rubbermaid named him
supervisor of quality control.
David married Gloria A.
Perret in 1962. He played in area
jazz bands and belonged to Zion
Lutheran Church and the Ameri
can Federation of Musicians. Sur
viving are his wife, two daughters,
and five grandchildren. A sister
and brother died previously.
’57 John L. Heller, Lakewood,
CO, Feb. 11, 2002. John grew up in
Narberth, PA, near Philadelphia.
He majored in geology at the
College, belonged to Sixth Section,
played football, and wrestled. He
completed a master’s degree in
geology at the U of Tennessee and
served in the U.S. Army until 1961.
John married Romaine Rewers
that year and began a 30-year
career with the U.S. Geological
Survey of the Department of the
Interior in Denver. He worked as a
technical editor and became chief
of the Denver editorial section. In
1981 he won the Interior
Department’s second highest
honor, the Meritorious Service
Award.
From 1988-90 John worked as
a technical advisor in Saudi
Arabia. He volunteered as a natu
ralist and belonged to the Mile Hi
Church of Religious Science. His
wife, daughter, son, four grand
children, and a sister survive.
’53 Donald E. Brown,
Wooster, Mar. 2, 2002. Born in
Wheeling, WV, Don graduated
from high school in Perth Amboy,
NJ. He served in the U.S. Navy
during WWII and attended
Stevens Institute of Technology for
mechanical engineering before
coming to Wooster. At the College,
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Shortly before this issue went to press, The College of Wooster
lost a generous and long-time friend. Donald Noble H'91, Emeritus
Life Member of the Board of Trustees and former CEO of Rubbermaid,
died on June 30. A celebration of Don's life was held in McGaw Chapel
on July 6. A tribute will appear in the Fall 2002 issue of Wooster.
Don majored in sociology and
belonged to Seventh Section.
He married Nancy Campbell
’52 in 1952, and they settled in
Wooster. Don became vice presi
dent and chief operating officer of
Singer Products Corp. A member
of Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Wooster, he chaired its
board of trustees, overseeing the
construction of Westminster
Church House.
He also was a member of
Kiwanis, president of the Wayne
County Builders Exchange, and a
former board member and presi
dent of the Wooster United Way.
He chaired the design and con
struction of a new facility for the
Wayne County Humane Society.
An active alum, Don presided
over the Land ’O Scots Alumni
Club for many years, chaired his
class reunion committee since
graduation, served on the board of
directors of the “W ” Association,
and chaired the Rebounders.
For 62 years, he was active in
Boy Scouting and received the
Silver Beaver Award. At the time of
his death, Don was serving as
commissioner for the Buckeye
Council of the Boy Scouts. Survi
vors include his wife, a daughter,
son, and grandson.
’53 Walter Hukari, Upland,
CA, Mar. 12,2002. A Fifth Section
member at Wooster, Walter retired
as a senior rate analyst with the
department of insurance for the
State of California. He was a U.S.
Army veteran and a Mason.
’52 Anne Parker Hagedorn,
Cincinnati, Ohio, Dec. 3,2001.
Anne majored in sociology at
Wooster and belonged to
Dominoes. She married Donald
Hagedorn in 1954 and worked in
international student services at
the U of Cincinnati for many
years, retiring in 1995. She had
volunteered with Cub Scouts and
served as an elder at First Presby
terian Church of Glendale. Her
husband, two daughters, a grand
son, and a brother survive.
’51 John H. Morey, Adanta,
GA, Feb. 21,2001. John worked at

Westinghouse in his native NYC
for seven years before coming to
Wooster. He belonged to Phi Delta
Sigma and Fifth Section and grad
uated with English honors.
He married Arlene “Tommie”
Thompson, a nurse at Hygeia Hall,
in 1949. John spent a year at
Princeton Theological Seminary in
1952 and then returned to
Wooster to work in admissions.
While at Wooster, John was
nominated for a Danforth
Graduate Fellowship; he was
named a Danforth Fellow in 1953.
He earned an M.A. (1955) and a
Ph.D. (1960) from Cornell U and
taught English literature at Ohio
Wesleyan and Hamilton College.
In 1965 John became presi
dent of Frostburg State College.
He accepted the presidency of
Muhlenberg College in 1969 and
retired from the position in 1984.
He spent the following year in
fundraising at Carnegie Mellon U.
The American Institute of
Architects made John an honorary
fellow in 1987. In 1992 he taught
English literature at the Duke
Institute for Learning in Retire
ment. He belonged to the Society
for Religion in Higher Education,
the Modern Language Association,
and A.A.U.P. and was a former
vestryman and lay reader at the
Church of the Mediator in Allen
town, PA. Surviving are his wife,
three sons, including John ’73 and
Mark ’77, and four grandchildren.
’51 David E. Worley,
Bozeman, MT, Feb. 8,2002. Born
in Cadiz, Ohio, David followed
family tradition and attended
Wooster, as did his mother, Clara
Bell Cochran Worley T5, father,
John G. Worley x’19, and brother,
John ’49. Dave majored in biology
under professors Ralph Bangham
and Warren Spencer. He belonged
to THE Corporation and Fourth
Section and participated in intra
mural athletics.
Following military service,
Dave went to Kansas State U and
earned master’s and Ph.D. degrees
in parasitology. He worked for
Parke Davis at its Ann Arbor
research facility for four years and
then moved to Montana State U.

There he found his real love —
teaching graduate and undergrad
uate students and managing
research projects. Internationally
known in his field, Dave spent
time with like-minded scientists in
Europe and South America.
Former students remember his
tireless guidance.
David married Judy Jacobson
in 1968. He became an adopted
native of Montana and enjoyed
hunting and bird study among
other hobbies. He advised the Boy
Scouts and the Springhill Presby
terian Church youth group and
was a volunteer firefighter for sev
eral years. In addition to his broth
er, his wife and two sons survive.
— John C. Worley ’49
’50 George Bare, Columbus,
Ohio, Feb. 26,2002. Born in
Springfield, MO, George grew up
in Columbus and attended Ohio
State U before coming to the
College. At Wooster he was
involved in football, track, and
Seventh Section.
He married Diane Hunt in
1955 and was a veteran of the
Korean War. In 1962 George start
ed his own construction company,
G. R. Bare Contractors, and was
president until his retirement.
He once claimed that at
Wooster he learned “to be a leader,
to take charge of a situation and be
self-reliant.” His wife, two daugh
ters, a son, two grandsons, and a
sister survive.
’49 Mary Ruth “Snips” Sherer
Miller, Canton, Ohio, Nov. 12,
2001. At Wooster Mary majored in
sociology and psychology, played
in the band, and belonged to the
sociology and psychology clubs.
She married Donald Miller in
1950 and pursued further study at
Malone College and Kent State U.
Mary worked as a family serv
ices caseworker and as a guidance
counselor at Sandy Valley and
Middlebranch schools. In 1972 she
earned a realtor’s license. She
worked most recently with Cutler
GMAC Real Estate.
Mary was an active member of
Trinity United Church of Christ.
Her husband, two sons, four
grandchildren, and a brother sur
vive.
Wooster
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’48 Mary Margaret Basinger,
Sacramento, CA, Jan. 15,2002.
Born in Bluffton, Ohio, Mary
majored in political science and
was a freshman counselor at
Wooster. She lived in Alaska,
Germany, and Washington, DC,
after graduation.
Mary worked for 19 years as a
supervisor in the insurance indus
try in the Washington area and
retired to California to be closer to
her family. Three sons, a daughter,
and 10 grandchildren survive. Her
brother, Malcolm Basinger ’51,
died previously.
’48 Frank L. Condit, Canton,
Ohio, Jan. 24, 2002. Born in
Wilmette, IL, Frank first went to
Grinnell College in Iowa but soon
joined the Marines to serve in
WWII. He came to the College in
1946 where he majored in political
science and was active in First
Section, Glee Club, choir, and the
international relations and con
gressional clubs.
Frank married Julia Carson
’47 in 1947. He worked in sales for
Republic Steel for 30 years and
moved to Canton after retiring in
1978. Frank belonged to Christ
Presbyterian Church and volun
teered at Mercy Medical Center.
His wife, son, daughter, five grand
children, a great-grandson, and a
sister survive.
’47 John B. Raine, Monroe,
Ohio, Jan. 27,2002. John came to
Wooster from Monroe in 1939 but
left to serve in the Army during
WWII. He married Josephine
Grimes in 1943 and returned in
1947 to finish his final year at
Wooster. John worked as a statisti
cian and economic analyst for The
American Rolling Mill Co. before
beginning a long career with
Armco Steel Corp. Josephine died
in 1999. Surviving are a son,
Timothy x’67, and two daughters.
’46 Patricia Ewing Rowe,
Houston, TX, Jan. 22, 2002. An
actress, radio show host, play
director, and musician, Patty loved
the limelight. She began acting in
student plays in high school in
West Virginia before accepting a
scholarship to Northwestern U in
1942.
The following year her family
Summer 2002

moved to Wooster, and Patti trans
ferred to the College, where she
played lead dramatic roles and
belonged to Peanuts. Speech pro
fessor Delbert Lean helped Patti
realize her dream of acting profes
sionally.
Patti married James Rowe in
1946; they later divorced. Patti
studied and acted at the Cleveland
Play House and worked on a chil
dren’s radio program. In 1950 she
joined Soupy “Sales” Hines on
WXEL’s popular show, “Soup’s
On.”
Patti continued her radio and
television advertising career with
Sears Roebuck for nine years and
toured as a musician in Sweden,
Norway, Holland, and Guam. In
1960 she won national awards for
her TV commercials.
Survivors include a daughter
and a brother, David J. Ewing ’50.
Two other brothers, including Paul
Ewing ’49, died previously.

his childhood sweetheart, in 1945.
Carl earned a Ph.D. in educa
tion from Columbia U Teachers’
College in 1951. He served as assis
tant superintendent of schools in
Mineola, NY, and Highland Park,
MI, and as superintendent in
Collingswood, NJ, and Redding,
CT. Later, he became vice presi
dent of Western Connecticut State
U, retiring from that position.
Carl was a past president of
the Collingswood (NJ) Rotary
Club. An avid golfer, he also
enjoyed woodworking and flying.
Surviving are his wife, three sons,
two daughters, a brother, and 17
grandchildren.

x’45 Marjorie McClure
Wiebusch, Rocky River, Ohio, Jan.
29, 2002. Born in Warren, Ohio,
Marge began writing poetry as a
teenager and continued through
out her life. She majored in
English at the College and won
several city and state tennis cham
pionships. Marge married Norman
Wiebusch ’43 in Memorial Chapel
in 1944 with former College presi
dent Charles Wishart presiding.
Margaret Reed Clay ’45 helped
plan the event and coaches Carl
Munson and Mose Hole ’18 served
as ushers.
Marge worked for an advertis
ing agency and later joined Time
Inc. A devoted animal lover, she
assembled a group in Warren who
brought their pets to visit patients
at hospitals and nursing homes.
After moving to Bay Village,
Ohio, Marge headed a Red Cross
bloodmobile group. Surviving are
her husband, three sons, including
N. Kurt x’80 and Bruce D. ’84, and
four daughters. A brother, Robert
E. McClure ’42, died previously

’44 Charles Sundy Schollenberger, Hudson, Ohio, Jan. 25,
2002. A native of Wooster, Charles
majored in chemistry and
belonged to the German Club and
Third Section at the College. He
earned a Ph.D. in organic chem
istry from Cornell U in 1947 and
began working for B. F. Goodrich.
Charles soon joined the com
pany’s pioneering research labora
tories and in 1948 moved to its
new research and development
center in Brecksville. He married
K. Rosanne Kennon ’44 in 1949. In
the early 1950s, Charles developed
Estane, a synthetic polymer that
acts like rubber. It was then the
only thermoplastic polyurethane
on the market, used in automobile
parts, videotape, tennis shoe soles,
and artificial heart valves.
Goodrich made Charles a
research and development fellow
in 1975. He retired in 1984, hold
ing 18 U.S. and 10 foreign patents.
Great Britain’s Plastics and Rubber
Group honored him with the
Urethane Medal in 1989. Charles
also received two awards from the
American Chemical Society.
He was active in the First
Congregational Church in Hud
son. Surviving are his wife, sister,
Elizabeth Schollenberger Yoder
’39, two sons, including Charles S.
’74, and two grandchildren.

’44 Carl L. Robinson, Jekyll
Island, GA, June 14, 2001. A
Marion, Ohio, native, Carl post
poned completion of his Wooster
degree until 1946 to serve as an
Army Air Force pilot during
WWII. He married Janet Nichols,

’43 Alice Carter Vitelli, Bowdoinham, ME, Feb. 26,2002. Alice
graduated magna cum laude with a
degree in history from Wooster.
“Tink” or “Tinker” was involved in
Peanuts and the Women’s Chorus.
As a sophomore she played the

lead in the Gum Shoe Hop, “Clear
as Crystal.” She married James
Vitelli ’42 in 1943. When her hus
band sailed off with the U.S. Navy,
Tink returned to her home in
Yardley, PA.
After WWII, while Jim taught
at Lafayette College in Easton, PA,
Tink took the singing lead in fac
ulty spoofs. Jim wrote and directed
several of these while Tink
designed and helped build sets,
furnished them with props, and
arranged for costumes.
The family lived in Italy for
two years while Jim taught at the
U of Trieste and later resided in
India for a year at the U of
Bombay. Back in Pennsylvania,
Tink was the first woman to run
for the mayor of Easton. She lost
the election but won an appoint
ment to the Easton Shade Tree
Commission.
Tink credited Wooster with
inspiring and encouraging her
interest in and talent for art. An
artist all of her life, she often
showed her drawings and paint
ings in public exhibits, helped
found the Easton Art League, and
taught art classes.
Her husband, three daughters,
including Karen ’66, two sons, five
grandchildren, two brothers, and a
sister survive. Another brother,
Mitchell Carter ’45, died previous
lyx’42 E. Louise Gooding
Bradley, Wayzata, MN, Nov. 18,
1999. Louise married Arthur
Bradley in 1946 and earned a B.S.
from the U of Minnesota in 1948.
She also studied at Simmons
College. Louise was the school
librarian in Edina, MN, for many
years. Survivors include her hus
band, a son, and a daughter.
’42 Charlotte Conrad
Dobson, Ridgway, PA, Jan. 27,
2002. At Wooster Char served on
the Women’s Athletic Association
board, belonged to Sphinx, and
majored in English. During the
1940s, she worked as a Spanish
translator at American Viscose
Corp. and at the national head
quarters of the YMCA. She mar
ried Doug Dobson in 1948.
The family lived in Pittsburgh
for many years before moving to
Ridgway. Char was a former Girl
51

.1lUltf xvooert G. Wilder ’42
died on May 1,2002, at his
home in Haverford, Pennsyl
vania. Surviving are his wife,
Annabel Heritage Wilder,
whom he married in 1953, son
Gordon, daughter Loraine
Wilder Powell ’81, and two
grandchildren, Annabel and
May Powell.
At its June meeeting, the
Board adopted a Resolution in
Memory of Bob Wilder that
included the following.
The Board of Trustees of
The College of Wooster cele
brates the life and service of
Robert G. Wilder. Born in
Hornell, New York, on March
27,1920, Bob majored in psy
chology at Wooster, edited The
Voice, and belonged to the
Congressional Club.
Following graduation, he
entered the U.S. Navy. He rose
to the rank of Lieutenant
Commander and served in the
Mediterranean. At a subse
quent assignment in Cape
May, New Jersey, Bob wrote a
weekly column for the local
publication. Star and Wave.
This sparked his interest in
public relations and led to his
service as head of the press
section at the Philadelphia
Navy Yard.
Following his discharge
from the Navy in 1945, Bob
and fellow officer Ed Harvey
opened a public relations
office in Philadelphia, Harvey/
Wilder Associates, initially
operating out of a phone
booth. Harvey soon left the
business, and Bob continued
as Robert G. Wilder & Co.
In 1950 he joined the firm
of Lewis & Gilman and was
named president and CEO in
1964. The firm later became
Lewis Gilman & Kynett (now
Tierney Communications), the
largest advertising and public
relations agency in the midAtlantic region. In 1990 Bob
became chairman emeritus.
Throughout his career and
well into retirement, Bob was
an active professional and civic
leader. He held offices in local
and national advertising agen
cies and belonged to Bryn
Mawr Presbyterian Church.
Active for 30 years with the
Greater Philadelphia Chamber
of Commerce, he served as

52

_ vjii Doards at the
* lantdin Institute, the Pennsyl
vania Academy of the Fine
Arts, the Pennsylvania Ballet,
Lankenau Hospital, and the
Independence Hall Associa
tion. As president of the Union
League in 1986, he recom
mended that the all-male club
accept women as members.
In 1991 Bob received the
prestigious William Penn
Award from the Greater
Philadelphia Chamber of
Commerce and PENJERDEL
Council for his leadership in
the Delaware Valley. Other
organizations honored him,
including the Council for
Economic Education, the
Television, Radio and Adver
tising Club of Philadelphia, the
Opportunities Industrial
Council, and the Leukemia
Society of Eastern Pennsyl
vania.
In accepting the Leukemia
Society’s award in 1982, Bob
stated: “No one can really
measure the extent of volun
tarism.. .for it exists without
fanfare and its rewards are
more spiritual than materi
al. ...Voluntarism is people
helping people. We should
never lose sight of that basic
relationship.”
Bob expressed his loyalty
to Wooster throughout six
decades of service. In 1971 the
Alumni Association conferred
upon him its Distinguished
Alumni Award. He was presi
dent of the Wooster Club in
Philadelphia and was a leader
in Wooster fund-raising cam
paigns.
He joined the Wooster
Board in 1984, serving as a
member of the admissions
policy, student relations, and
development committees, and
chairing the public relations
subcommittee. Bob also
helped establish an annual
cricket match between
Wooster and Haverford
College, donating the Robert
G. Wilder Cup to the contest.
For Bob Wilder’s pioneer
ing contributions to the field
of advertising, his generous
service to his community, and
his enthusiastic dedication to
Wooster, the Board of Trustees
records its abiding gratitude.
— Anne Gates
Secretary, the Board of Trustees

Scout troop leader, church finan
cial secretary, and on the board of
the hospital auxiliary. Her husband
and three daughters survive.
x’42 Evelyn Herrman
Dunnam, Troy, Ohio, June 18,
1998. Evelyn majored in music and
sang in the Westminster Presby
terian Church choir at Wooster.
She worked as a secretary for
Aeroproducts and NCR before
marrying Marc Dunnam in 1945.
In the 1970s Evelyn helped found
a literacy group in Troy and
chaired it for many years. Her hus
band, a son, and two daughters,
including Marcia Dunnam Meyers
’67, survive.
’42 Virginia Hart Tomassetti,
Radford, VA, Feb. 16,2002. A his
tory major, she belonged to Sphinx
at the College. Virginia married
Benjamin Tomassetti ’50 in 1954.
She and her husband lived in
Thailand for two years where she
taught English to Thai business
leaders and government workers.
In 1965 the couple moved to
Great Britain, and Virginia co
chaired the American Embassy
Wives Speaking Bureau. In
Radford she belonged to St. Jude
Catholic Church, the Women’s
Club, and the needlepoint guild.
Her husband and a sister died
previously. Two sons, a daughter,
four grandchildren, and two great
grandchildren survive.
’41 William J. Cox, Craigville,
MA, July 14,2001. At Wooster Bill
majored in philosophy and was
involved in Ninth Section and the
pre-ministerial group. He married
Alice Janison in 1945.
Bill studied at Union Theolo
gical Seminary in NYC, Boston U,
and the Clinical Pastoral Institute
in Boston. He was ordained in the
Presbyterian Church and served
churches in Auburn, NY, and
Independence, Ohio. Bill also led
United Church of Christ parishes
in Southbridge, MA, Webster, NY,
and Marshfield, MA.
He retired in 1984, and the
couple moved to Craigville. Bill
served the UCC Pension Board
and was an interim chaplain at
Cape Cod Hospital, a deacon at
South Congregational Church in
Centerville, MA, and on the board

of directors of the Craigville
Conference Center.
His wife, daughter Joanne Cox
’75, a son, three grandchildren,
and a brother survive.
’41 Nina Parry Marlatt,
Lisbon, Ohio, Feb. 11,2002. Nina’s
parents were Royal V. and Marie
Morris Parry, ’17s. Born in Akron,
Nina majored in history and was
involved in choir, Women’s
Chorus, and Imps. She taught
school before marrying Raymond
Marlatt in 1949 and returned to
teaching in 1969.
During her career, she taught
in Rogers, Salem, and Lisbon,
Ohio, schools. In retirement she
and her husband managed a 60acre farm, volunteered at First
Christian Church where Nina was
an ordained elder, and enjoyed
traveling in their motor home.
Surviving in addition to her hus
band are a daughter, two sons, and
two granddaughters.
’41 Robert Oviatt Wilkinson,
Fort Lauderdale, FL, Nov. 22, 2001.
Bob came to the College from
Cleveland. He majored in eco
nomics and belonged to Seventh
Section. Bob pursued additional
study at Western Reserve U and
worked as an accountant. He mar
ried Bernice Haas in 1943 and
served in the military during
WWII.
Bob started a furniture busi
ness in Strongsville, Ohio, and
later expanded to offer interior
design. He joined the American
Society of Interior Designers. His
son and daughter continue the
family business, Dream House
Interiors Inc.
In retirement Bernice and Bob
divided their time between
Strongsville and Fort Lauderdale,
FL, where they joined Christ
Methodist Church. In the Cleve
land area they belonged to Parma
South Presbyterian Church, where
Bob was ordained a Stephen
Minister.
He presided over the Rotary
Club in Parma, volunteered as a
driver for the Cleveland Society for
the Blind and Covenant House in
Ft. Lauderdale, and enjoyed play
ing tennis and softball. Survivors
include his wife, two sons, a
daughter, and five grandchildren.
Wooster
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x’40 William E. Beifuss,
Newbury Park, CA, Aug. 29,2000.
After two years at Wooster, Bill
transferred to UCLA to complete a
bachelor’s degree. He married
Florence E. Gammenthaler in
1942. Bill served as a navigation
instructor in the U.S. Air Force
and rose to the rank of Lt. Col.
In the 1950s, under the stage
name of Bill Sheldon, he acted on
TV in commercials and several
shows. In 1984 he retired from his
position as sales manager for
Pitney Bowes. Survivors include
his wife, three sons, a daughter,
eight grandchildren, 14 great
grandchildren, and a sister,
Virginia Beifuss Coe ’44.
’40 K. Eileen “Mike”
Thompson Miller, Dublin, Ohio,
Jan. 1, 2002. A Wooster native,
Mike majored in biology, sang in
the choir and Women’s Glee Club,
and belonged to Sphinx at the
College. She married Richard G.
Miller in 1942. Mike led Girl Scout
troops in Cleveland and Pittsburgh
and received the Friendship Award
in 1965 for her work.
An active supporter of the
College, she presided over the
Women’s Advisory Board and was
a member of the Downtown
Rebounders and the Touchdown
Club. While residents of Wooster,
she and Dick held many reunion
get-togethers at their home. The
College honored the couple with
the John D. McKee Alumni
Volunteer Award in 1993.
Mike belonged to the United
Methodist Church of Wooster and
the P.E.O. Sisterhood. Dick died in
2000; three siblings, including
Robert W. Berry x’35, also died
previously. Two daughters, includ
ing Darby Jo Miller Pocock 70,
and four grandchildren survive.
Memorial contributions may be
made to The College of Wooster.
’39 Ruth E. Forman, Bristol,
CT, Sept. 23, 2001. Ruth grew up
in Forestville, CT, and attended the
College as a history major. She
earned a degree in library science
from Syracuse U in 1940. Ruth
began her career as an academic
librarian in Weedsport, NY. In
1947 she moved to Ithaca and
worked at Cornell U’s Albert R.
Mann Agriculture and Economics
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Library while attending classes at
Acadia U.
She helped with youth camps,
volunteered with preschoolers, and
was a deacon and elder at First
Presbyterian Church in Ithaca.
After retiring in 1979, she contin
ued to volunteer at the hospital,
provide information and referral
at the Ithaca tourist information
booth, and serve on the Senior
Citizens Council. Ruth had recent
ly moved to Bristol.
’39 Norma “Bunny” Post
Gotshall, Akron, Ohio, Jan. 24,
2002. An Akron native, Bunny
took golf lessons while at the
College and was active in the
Women’s Glee Club and Peanuts.
She married John Gotshall ’38 the
year after she graduated from
Wooster with a B.A. in English.
A lifelong volunteer, Bunny
devoted her time to Family
Services, Mobile Meals, and the
well baby clinic and gift shop at
the Children’s Hospital Medical
Center of Akron. She had presided
over the Junior League of Akron,
served on the Children’s Hospital
Women’s Board, and was a dea
coness at First Congregational
Church of Akron.
Bunny and John traveled
extensively during John’s six years
in the international division of
Columbian Carbon. They golfed
year-round, spending winters in
Hillsboro, FL, before John’s death
in 1997. Surviving are daughters
Sue Gotshall Hartschuh ’67 and
Deborah Gotshall Waitzman x’71,
and five grandchildren, including
Ryan Hartschuh ’03.
x’38 Catherine “Kitty”
Quigley Burn, Avon, CT, Jan. 6,
2002. Kitty attended Wooster and
Allegheny College. She married
Robert D. Burn in 1939, and the
couple lived in Westport, CT, for
many years. Kitty enjoyed photog
raphy and wrote a feature for her
senior community newsletter. A
son, two daughters, and four
grandsons survive. Her husband
died previously.
’38 Alice Lee Hsia, Shanghai,
China, Dec. 13,2001. Alice came
to Wooster from Hong Kong to
study music. She returned to
China and married Chien-Kuo

Hsia in 1938. She taught English
and music at high schools and
middle schools. Her husband, four
daughters, and two sons, as well as
three brothers, Kuo-Hua “Dock”
Lee, Kuan-Hua Lee, ’48s, and TsiaHua Lee x’49, survive.
’37 Martin Cermely Jr.,
Denver, CO, Mar. 30,2002. He was
born in Carrollton, Ohio, and
graduated from Wooster High
School. Martin married Elizabeth
Basche in 1941 and served with
the U.S. Army during WWII. He
had a long career with the U.S.
Veterans Administration as an
employee development officer at
the Wright Patterson Air Force
Base in Dayton, Ohio. He pursued
further study at universities in
Pittsburgh and Akron.
Martin belonged to the
American Legion, the American
Society of Training Directors, and
the Holy Name Society of St.
Helen’s Church. His wife died in
1983; a brother and sister also died
previously. Two daughters, a
granddaughter, a brother, and
three sisters survive.
’37 Robert Chegwidden,
Murrysville, PA, Dec. 26, 2001. A
native of New Kensington, PA, Bob
majored in political science and
worked in the dining hall at the
College. He starred in track and
field and cross country, setting sev
eral records and even qualifying
for the Olympics. Depression-era
finances being tight, he took a job
at Westinghouse instead of pursu
ing Olympic gold.
In 1940 Bob married
Gwendolyn Griffith, and they built
their home in Murrysville. He
served in the U.S. Army Air Corps
and then earned an M.Ed. from
the U of Pittsburgh. Bob taught
civics and coached track at New
Kensington High School, where he
urged Dave Allison ’52 to attend
Wooster. Dave broke many of
Bob’s track records at the College.
Bob also taught in England for a
year as a Fulbright exchange
teacher.
In 1962 he joined the Consoli
dated National Gas Service Co.
and worked there for 25 years
before retiring. In retirement Bob
and Gwen tutored special needs
children. In 1984 Bob was induct

ed into the W Association Athletic
Hall of Fame., He was a Rotarian,
an elder at First Presbyterian
Church, and the first president of
the Franklin Township Planning
Commission. His wife, two daugh
ters, a son, six grandchildren, and
two great-granddaughters survive.
x’37 Jean MacGregor
Lawrence, Seattle, WA, Aug. 27,
2001. Jean attended the College for
two years and completed a B.A. in
history at Boston U. In 1940 she
was working as a medical secretary
when she met and married Charles
A. Lawrence. Jean was active with
the Women’s University Club and
enjoyed bird watching. Charles
died in 1991. Two sons survive.
’35 Jane Martin Galloway,
Monroe, Ohio, Jan. 2,2002. Born
in Wyoming, Ohio, Jane majored
in psychology and presided over
Peanuts at the College. In 1937 she
married Russell Wood Galloway
’34, whom she had met in high
school. A Presbyterian pastor, Russ
served churches in Wilmington,
DE, and Indianapolis, IN, before
being called to the First Presby
terian Church in Middletown,
Ohio. He stayed there for 17 years.
In 1966 they moved to Sao
Paulo, Brazil. Russ served the
American Community Church
there. In 1971 they came to Faith
Presbyterian Church in Huber
Heights, Ohio. Russ retired in
1974. Before moving to Mount
Pleasant in 1984, the couple
enjoyed restoring the former Betty
Zane Tavern of Zanesfield, Ohio,
one of the oldest buildings in the
state.
Russ died in 1998. Survivors
include son Richard ’67, daughter
Carol Galloway Lamberger ’60,
four grandchildren, including
David Lamberger ’92, and a greatgrandson.
’35 Joseph A. Romig, Duluth,
MN, Nov. 22,2001. At Wooster Joe
belonged to the French Club and
lived at Livingstone Lodge. He also
studied at Yale and Maryville Col
lege. Joe earned an L.L.B. from the
U of Pennsylvania and an L.L.M.
from the U of Wisconsin. He mar
ried Margaret Peterson in 1943
and served in the military during
WWII.
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Joe taught at Lowrie Institute
in Shanghai, China, and at Syra
cuse U and Ohio U before joining
Michigan Technological U. There
he served as assistant to the presi
dent before retiring as professor
emeritus.
Joe’s community service
included the board of education,
the Keweenaw Playhouse Guild as
president and trustee, and the First
Presbyterian Church of Houghton,
MI, where he was a trustee.
Three daughters, including
Margaret Pauline Downing ’66,
several grandchildren, and a sister
survive. His wife and brothers
John ’27, Arthur ’28, and
Theodore ’31 died previously.
x’34 William S. Robinson,
Columbus, Ohio, Oct. 21, 2001.
William attended Wooster for two
years and belonged to Seventh
Section. He transferred to
Youngstown College and finished a
civil engineering degree at Ohio
State U.
William worked as field engi
neer for Republic Steel in Warren,
Ohio, and Owens Corning in
Toledo from 1937-50. He started
his own company, Service Pro
ducts Buildings Inc., in 1950 and
retired in 1977.
He served as a trustee of
Broad St. Presbyterian Church and
belonged to Rotary. His wife,
Elizabeth C. Robinson, whom he
married in 1963, survives, along
with two sons, four grandchildren,
and 11 great-grandchildren.
’32 Virginia Anderson Crowl,
Albuquerque, NM, Feb. 1,2002.
She was born in Brooklyn, NY, and
spent her childhood there. Virginia
graduated from the College as a
zoology major, but botany was her
main interest. She taught high
school art and biology in Staten
Island, NY, and did graduate work
at Cornell U. In 1935 she married
George H. Crowl ’32 and became a
geologist’s nomadic wife.
After living all over the U.S.
for 12 years, in one place without
electricity, they settled in Dela
ware, Ohio, in 1947. They traveled
widely and even visited their son,
George, while he was flying com
bat in Vietnam.
Virginia worked in the biology
department laboratory and as art
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department secretary at Ohio
Wesleyan U and was the secretary
of Asbury Methodist Church. She
was involved in the League of
Women Voters, which honored her
for 50 years of service, and served
Wooster for many years as class
secretary.
After George’s death, Virginia
moved to Albuquerque, where she
pursued a life-long dream of pub
lishing a botanical glossary.
Because a book with full-color
photos was not feasible, she
learned new technology at age 80.
This year, The Botanical Lan
guage was produced on CD-ROM,
illustrated with Virginia’s own 40year collection of photographs of
plant parts and plants. Rolex cor
poration selected the concept as an
innovative teaching project.
Two sons, a daughter, Judith
Crowl Dyrhsen ’62, six grandchil
dren, including Eric Dyrhsen ’93,
and three great-grandchildren sur
vive, in addition to sisters Ora
Anderson Mongiore ’33 and
Marilyn Anderson Williams ’47.
Many nieces and nephews also
carry on the Wooster tradition.
Cindy Williams ’75 played the bag
pipes for Virginia’s service.
’30 Merrill B. Conover, Brick,
NJ, Feb. 5, 2002. Called “Connie”
at Wooster, Merrill majored in his
tory and belonged to the
Congressional Club. He earned an
M.S.W. from Western Reserve U
and a D.S.W. from the U of
Pittsburgh. Merrill married Lucille
Grames in 1934. He directed
research and development for the
Health and Welfare Council of
Philadelphia, PA, before retiring in
1972.
Merrill enjoyed wood carving
and collecting rocks and semi-pre
cious stones. In 1991 he donated
his large mineral collection to the
College’s geology department.
Lucille died in 1992; a daughter
and two grandchildren survive.
’30 Alfred H. Johnson,
Wooster, Feb. 26, 2002. Al was
born in Braddock, PA, and came
to the College from Struthers,
Ohio. He married Lucille McCoy
in 1932. Al earned a master’s and
Ph.D. from the U of Wisconsin in
1948 and 1956, respectively. He
taught at Wooster High School,

the U of Akron, and Ashland
College.
At Wooster High he also
coached baseball and track. A
Navy veteran of WWII, he was an
avid sailor and built seven sail
boats. Al belonged to the United
Methodist Church of the Cross
and taught Sunday school for
many years.
A member of Kiwanis, he also
served on the board of People to
People Ministries. He was presi
dent of his Wooster class and
helped organize several reunions.
Survivors include a son, seven
grandsons, including Jonathan ’86,
a granddaughter, 11 great-grand
children, and a sister. His wife and
son James ’53 died previously.
x’30 Ruth Blosser Malcuit,
Dalton, Ohio, Jan. 15, 2002. Ruth
finished her undergraduate work
at Ashland U and taught in the
Wooster City Schools for 35 years.
She married Ades Malcuit in 1939;
he died in 1969. Ruth belonged to
Trinity Christ Church and the
National Retired Teachers
Association. A twin brother died
previously.
’30 Russell H. Seibert,
Kalamazoo, MI, Feb. 6, 2000. Born
in Scotch Ridge, Ohio, Russ was
involved in student government,
Westminster Choir, band, Glee
Club, and Third Section. Though
he intended to study mathematics,
Aileen Dunham (history) persuad
ed him to major in history.
Russ married Eloise Blem
1933. He earned a master’s degree
from the U of Chicago in 1931
and a Ph.D. from Ohio State U in
1936. In 1943 he started a 10-year
career with the U.S. Navy.
As a historian in the Bureau of
Naval Personnel, Russ wrote sever

al chapters of United States Naval
Administration in World War II.
For 20 years, he taught history at
Western Michigan U, where he
became known for his dedication
to the improvement of higher edu
cation. In 1956 he became the vice
president for academic affairs at
WMU, a position he held until
retiring in 1972.
Russ participated in and led
seminars in the U.S. and England,
published articles, wrote on con
scientious objectors for textbooks
and magazines, and served as an
officer in state professional associ
ations. Western Michigan present
ed him with an honorary degree
and named its administration
building in his honor. He received
the Distinguished Alumni Award
from the College in 1984.
In retirement Russ continued
to lecture on education and cur
rent affairs and assisted senior citi
zens with their tax forms. Sur
viving are two daughters, includ
ing Prudence Seibert Dittmar x’61,
and four grandchildren.
x’29 Viola May Ickes, Dover,
Ohio, Feb. 14, 2002. Viola attended
Wooster for one year before trans
ferring to Georgetown U. She
earned an R.N. in 1932 from the
Children’s Hospital School of
Nursing, Washington, DC.
Viola served as a private fami
ly nurse and then worked at
Children’s Hospital in Washington
for 19 years before joining
Gallaudet College in 1962 as a staff
nurse. In retirement she stayed on
part-time through the early 1990s,
when she moved to Ohio. Her sis
ter survives.
x’28 Doris Woods Cary, Plain
City, Ohio, Dec. 28,2001. Doris
participated in Self-Government,
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the Willard Literary Society, and
the Glee Club at Wooster. She fin
ished a B.A. at Ohio State U and
earned an M.A. at Columbia U.
She worked in Bronxville, NY,
public schools before becoming a
high school guidance counselor in
Plain City in 1959. She retired in
1976. Doris belonged to the Plain
City and Union County historical
societies and the Plain City Presby
terian Church.
Her husband, Walter Cary,
died previously. Nephews and
nieces survive, including Judith
Woods Walker ’60.
’28 Mary Amanda Schloter
Zimmerman, Bridgeville, PA, Jan.
5, 2002. Born in Maymont, PA,
Mary came to Wooster from
Pataskala, Ohio. A double major in
religion and English, she was active
in the Willard Literary Society.
Before marrying William Brown in
1931, she did social work for
Family and Children’s Services in
Pittsburgh, PA. Mary became a
probation officer for the Juvenile
Court of Allegheny County in
1952 and retired from that posi
tion in 1964. William died in 1970.
Mary married John Zimmerman
in 1977; he died in 1994.
Mary served as a Sunday
school teacher and superintendent
at Bethel Park Presbyterian
Church and was a women’s circle
leader there. She enjoyed the visits
of Rosemary Dodson ’58, Bethel
Park’s parish associate.
A daughter, Mary Lou Brown
Ferris x’63, a son, seven grandchil
dren, and nine great-grandchil
dren survive. Another daughter,
JoAnn Brown Oberlin ’56, and a
granddaughter died previously.
’27 Joyce Wingerd Cooper,
Lakewood, CO, Jan. 23,2002. She
was born in Glen Campbell, PA.
An English and speech major at
Wooster, Joyce earned an M.A.
from the U of Michigan in 1931.
She taught speech and dramatics
at Maryland College beginning in
1932 and later taught high school
in Alliance, Ohio. Joyce married
John R. Cooper in 1937. In 1943
they moved to Arlington, VA, for
John’s work at the U.S. Geological
Survey. Later mapping projects
brought the Coopers to Denver
and Tucson. Joyce belonged to
Summer 2002

In Memory: Harold Freedlander, Trustee
Harold H. Freedlander, a
great friend of the College
and Trustee from 1974 to
1986, died on Mar. 17, 2002
in Wooster. Surviving are his
wife, Lois Rubin Freedlander,
whom he married in 1939,
two daughters, and a sister.
Harold was a lifelong
member of the Knesseth
Israel Temple. His legacy
includes the book I ’ll Be Back,
a collection of letters he
wrote to his wife while in the
military, published by The
Wooster Book Company.
At its June meeting, the
Board of Trustees adopted a
Resolution in Memory of
Harold. It included the fol
lowing.
The Board of Trustees of
The College of Wooster cele
brates the life and service of
Harold H. Freedlander. Born
in Cleveland, Ohio, on Nov.
12, 1913, Harold graduated
from Wooster High School.
When he completed his stud
ies in modern European his
tory at Harvard in 1935, he
intended to pursue a career in
teaching. Instead, he followed
his father into the family’s
retail business in Wooster,
Freedlander’s department
store, from which he retired
as president in 1989.
Harold fulfilled his inter
est in teaching through his
dedication of time, talent,
and resources to community
and philanthropic activities.
He presided over the
Chamber of Commerce,
Rotary Club, and the Ohio
State Council of Retail
Merchants and was active in
the American Legion and the
Service Corps of Retired
Executives.
The Freedlander family’s
generosity helped the funding

Lakewood Presbyterian Church.
John died previously, as did Joyce’s
brother, Lowell Wingerd ’23.
’27 George G. Starr Jr.,
Cranberry Twp., PA, Feb. 20,2002.
Born in Beaver Falls, PA, George
majored in history and Latin at the
College and graduated with histo
ry honors. He belonged to Third
Section and Student Senate and
was a staff member of The Voice
and the Index.
George earned an M.A. in
English from the U of Chicago in

campaign for Wishart Hall
succeed. In March 1975, the
Freedlander Theatre was ded
icated in honor of Harold’s
father, Herman. Other cam
pus contributions include the
speech and hearing clinic and
scholarship funds.
Harold joined the
Wooster Board in June 1974
and served for twelve years.
The late Bill Pocock ’38,
chairman of the Board
throughout Harold’s tenure,
once commented on Harold’s
fostering of the tie between
town and gown: “[He] has
been a key architect and sup
porter of this relationship...
[He] is a treasured type who
examines, listens, thinks, and
then comes forth with his
position and conclusions.”
Harold was an enthusias
tic patron of the Ohio Light
Opera and served on its advi
sory committee along with
his wife. He also was an
accomplished jazz pianist and
regularly delighted board col
leagues with his improvisational playing.
“Harold’s interest and
success in business, his devo
tion to his family, and his life
long dedication and generous
commitment to innumerable
community activities and
programs will continue to
benefit all members of our
community for years to
come,” said Stanley Gault ’48,
Trustee Emeritus.
For Harold Freedlander’s
contributions to his profes
sion and his community, and
for his sustained and inspir
ing support of the College,
the Board of Trustees records
its abiding gratitude.
— Anne Gates
Secretary of the Board of
Trustees

1938 and studied education at
Geneva College. During WWII, he
served in the U.S. Navy, attaining
the rank of Lt. Commander. He
taught at Shaker Heights High
School and retired as head of the
English department in 1968.
In 1955, a Ford Foundation
Fellowship gave George the chance
to attend Columbia U, Cambridge
U, and the U of London and to
travel elsewhere in Europe. He was
president of several professional
associations and served as an elder
and trustee at College Hill Presby

terian Church where he was a life
long member. His sister, Marian
’34, and nieces and nephews sur
vive. A brother died previously.
’21 Estella Funk Miller,
Traverse City, MI, Jan. 6, 2002.
Born in Wooster, she graduated
from Wooster High School. She
taught school for three years
before marrying August Miller.
Estella was active in Presby
terian churches in Ohio, Michigan,
and Florida and joined Central
United Methodist Church after
moving to Traverse City in 1987.
She participated in the Traverse
City Musicale and A.A.U.W.
Estella’s husband, a son,
daughter, and three siblings,
Daniel ’17, Marjorie ’21, and Julia
Funk Seibert T8, died previously.
Surviving are daughter Judith
Miller Loveless ’49; seven grand
children, including Marilyn
Loveless (biology); and seven
great-grandchildren.
’21 W. Wylie Young,
Cincinnati, Ohio, Mar. 16,2002.
Wylie’s life touched three cen
turies. Born in Ellsworth, Ohio, he
participated in oratory and drama
at Wooster and was a cheerleader
and student government leader.
He married Willfred “Billie”
Packard in 1924.
Wylie graduated from
Princeton Theological Seminary
and served congregations in New
Jersey, Ohio, and New York, the
last one in Batavia. He enjoyed
singing and acting and performed
a one-man show of Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol for many years.
He wrote a book, Antidote for
Madness, on the tax structure and
promoted tax reform with the
Henry George Foundation in
Pennsylvania after retiring.
In 1996 Wylie and his daugh
ter, Wylene Young Davies ’52, trav
eled to Wooster for his 75th class
reunion. The sole attendee from
his class, he had a wonderful time
visiting with alums from other
classes.
Billie and five of Wylie’s sib
lings died previously. Survivors
include three daughters, four
grandchildren, 10 great-grandchil
dren, a sister, Margaret Young
Mills ’37, and a brother.
55

FAMILY

HISTORY

Westminster
house mother
Ruth Shields,
on campus in
June 1980.
Nancy Allen
Foster 70 photo

Remembering Ruth
ot all house mothers were beloved. Hired to over
see Wooster’s female students and to enforce cur
few, some of them reminded Nancy Allen Foster
70 of those elderly, mean-spirited, controlling characters
in old movies. “They were not mothers,” Foster says.
Then there was Ruth Shields, or “Mrs. S.”
In the summer of 1967, facing an overflow of stu
dents for the coming year, the College bought
Westminster House on Beall Avenue, furnished it for
some twenty female students, and found Ruth Shields.
Shields was fifty-nine, a former teacher and widowed
mother of three grown children when she joined the
College. Her career as a house mother was short, because
the job soon disappeared along with curfew rules. But
when she died this past winter at age ninety-four, Shields
left behind dozens of former students who still corre
sponded with her, sought her advice, and admired her.
“Her bedroom suite was opposite my room, and her
door was almost always open,” says Foster. “I was an
introverted sophomore, and from the very first day I
gravitated to her like a bee to honey. For a shy person, it
was magic.”
While fulfilling her chief responsibility — ensuring
that students who went out at night returned safely —
Shields served primarily as a counselor and friend.
“Somebody always had questions about life,” says
Foster. “College kids are going through so many
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changes.” In her senior year, engaged but wary, Foster
came to see her former house mother. “Mrs. Shields
didn’t tell me what to do — she just listened,” says
Foster, who broke off the engagement and later married
Rick Foster ’71.
“I really think she had a direct line to God,” Foster
says. “She was a very intuitive person.”
Mary Baird remembers Shields faithfully attending
campus talks given by her late husband, Art Baird (reli
gious studies). Shields was “one of those people who
loved to think. She was something of a youthful rebel.
She understood what young people were going through,
and she was unusually good with them,” says Baird, who
served as dean of women in the early 1960s and oversaw
the house mothers, or head residents.
David Shields ’55 says Wooster’s size and values fit
his mother perfectly. She was committed to social justice
issues, prompting her to leave retirement in 1982 to serve
as director of the Peace House on campus. She also vol
unteered for Westminster Presbyterian Church, coun
seled inmates in the Wooster jail, audited courses at
Wooster, and actively supported Amnesty International.
Sarah Sealock Amos ’68 befriended Shields in her
later years, when Shields moved to Montana to be near
her son, Dave. “She was a remarkable woman, so bright,”
Amos says. “She talked about how meaningful those
years were at Wooster, her work with students.” — L.W.
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K o d a k m o m e n ts g a lo re :

Photo opportunities abounded on campus as
classmates and fa m ily reunited fo r A lu m n i Weekend, a picture-perfect fe w days in June.
More reunion photos, page 26.

